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A Walk on an Unfamiliar Path
Katie Hand

My daughter was diagnosed with Systemic Lupus at the very young
age of 15.  She was training to be a ballet dancer with the Dance Theatre
of Harlem in New York.  As her mom, I felt overwhelmed, scared,
powerless as I walked down a totally unfamiliar medical path.  Leaving
the hospital, I literally cried out to God for help.

During the progression of her serious illness, I walked the floor in
circles, seeking Divine guidance.  I walked to the phone and proceeded
to call doctors and experts in the field of auto immune diseases.

Late one night, I walked outside, looked up into God's infinite sky,
and said another earnest prayer.  God's still small voice whispered to my
heart, “This shall not be unto her death.”

With hope in my heart, I walked to the living room, fell face down
on my much-walked-on carpet, and cried, pleaded, praised God with



thanksgiving, interceding on behalf of my daughter's health all night
long.

At the tender age of 20, my daughter's kidneys failed.

Thirty years ago my daughter and I walked with Jesus in our hearts, 
down the long corridor of Duke Hospital preparing for her kidney
transplant.

I walked into my surgery room, terrified but proud to be sacrificing
one of my kidneys to my sweet daughter.  A world renowned surgeon
walked my kidney down to my daughter and placed it in her.  It has been
said that immediately life flowed back into her!

We walked hand-in-hand with God back home, grateful and
overjoyed for this miracle.

We've been walking this spiritual journey as mother-daughter for
30+ years.  God is faithful.  She has defied all odds.  She has two
beautiful children and no signs of Lupus!

I walk humbly  before my Maker in awe and gratitude.

I walk as a proud grandma who, by the power of God, was allowed
to give my daughter life twice.

For we walk by faith, not by sight.  Amen.
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Psalm 121
I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh my help.
My help cometh from the Lord, which made heaven and earth.
He will not suffer thy foot to be moved:
he that keepeth thee will not slumber.
Behold, he that keepeth Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep.
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Prayer

Thank you, God, for the life you have blessed me with.  Thank you
for the opportunities that I have been given and for the strength to make
the most of them.  Thank you for guiding me through difficult times and
for giving me the courage to face whatever comes my way.  Most of all,
thank you for your unconditional love and support, which has seen me
through every challenge and kept me going.  You are an ever-present
source of comfort and hope, and I am deeply grateful for all that you
have done for me and my loved ones.  Amen.


