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For Lent, 1966
It is my Lent to break my Lent,
To eat when I would fast,
To know when slender strength is spent,
Take shelter from the blast
When I would run with wind and rain,
To sleep when I would watch.
It is my Lent to smile at pain
But not ignore its touch.

It is my Lent to listen well
When I would be alone,
To talk when I would rather dwell
In silence, turn from none
Who call on me, to try to see
That what is truly meant
Is not my choice. If Christ's I'd be
It's thus I'll keep my Lent.

                        Madeleine L'Engle



Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16
Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not

seen.  Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval.  By faith we understand that
the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was made from
things that are not visible.

By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he
was to receive as an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was going. 
By faith he stayed for a time in the land he had been promised, as in a foreign land,
living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same
promise.  For he looked forward to the city that has foundations, whose architect
and builder is God.

By faith he received power of procreation, even though he was too old—and
Sarah herself was barren—because he considered him faithful who had promised. 
Therefore from one person, and this one as good as dead, descendants were born,
“as many as the stars of heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand by the
seashore.”

All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a
distance they saw and greeted them.  They confessed that they were strangers and
foreigners on the earth, for people who speak in this way make it clear that they are
seeking a homeland.  If they had been thinking of the land that they had left behind,
they would have had opportunity to return.  But as it is, they desire a better
country, that is, a heavenly one.  Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their
God; indeed, he has prepared a city for them.
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Lord,

We thank You that it's possible now
for us to have our hearts melted

by the knowledge
of Your love for us,

to have our hearts maintained
and changed

by the remembrance
of Your grace for us,

and, most of all,
to be completely changed

by the knowledge
of what Your Son

has not just
done for us,

but what Your Son
is for us.
          

Tim Keller


