
February 17, 2021 The Worship of God Ash Wednesday

Praying with Our Eyes

PREPARATION AND PRAISE

PRELUDE:  In the Stillness Gerald Peterson

WORDS OF WELCOME

CALL TO WORSHIP
We begin the season of Lent, a time, not for being miserable,

but for taking stock of life and renewing our commitment to Christ.
Lent is an opportunity for healthy repentance of our indifference

of the permeating evil of the world
and for personal sins which we have glossed over as “mere foibles.”

Lent is a time for joy: the exhilaration that comes from defying temptations,
from turning our face to the light that shines on the narrow path of Christ Jesus,
from walking into adverse winds and enjoying small victories day by day.

Loving God, in you we trust, let us never fool ourselves.
According to your loving kindness, remember us, God of goodness and saving grace.
Help us to know your ways, O God, teach us your paths,

for you are the God of our salvation and our true happiness.
Bruce Prewer, adapted

THE INVOCATION AND LORD'S PRAYER

CHORAL RESPONSE John L. Bell
Take, O take me as I am; summon out what I shall be;
set your seal upon my heart and live in me.

THE EPISTLE LESSON: II Corinthians 5:20b-6:10

CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Holy God, we confess to you, to one another, and to ourselves that we have sinned by

what we have thought, by what we have said, by what we have done, and by what we have
failed to do.  Contrary to our desire, we have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind,
and strength, nor have we loved our neighbors as ourselves.
Forgive us, O God.

We have not listened to your call to service.
We have not tried to be like Christ in the world.
We confess our unfaithfulness which has resulted in pride, hypocrisy, and impatience.
We admit our self-serving attitudes and the ways we take advantage of other people.
We acknowledge our self-hatred and our envy of one another.
We confess our neglect of prayer and worship,
and admit that we do not always want to grow closer to you.

Have mercy on us, O God.



We want to turn from the wrong we have done, from our apathy to injustice and cruelty,
and from ignoring human need and suffering.
We want to stop making false judgments
 and expressing unkind and unfair opinions about others.
We want to turn from our prejudice and contempt of people who are different from us.

Help us to repent, O Lord.
We want to turn from our neglect of your creation
and from our lack of concern for those who come after us.

Accept our repentance, Lord.
Forgive us, cleanse us, fashion a new heart within us, and never stop loving us.

Thank you, Lord, for your kind and tender mercy.  Amen.
silence

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

THE IMPOSITION OF ASHES

At the invitation of the minister, you are invited to make the mark of the cross
on the back of your hand or on your forehead using a marker, pencil, chalk, makeup,

 or some other substance.  As you do so, say,
“God meets my sin with forgiving grace.  God meets my mortality with eternal life.”

ANTHEM:  “Lay Me Low” arr. Kevin Siegfried
Lay me low where the Lord can find me, where the Lord can own me, where the Lord can
bless me. Lay me low.

PROCLAMATION

THE GOSPEL LESSON: Matthew 6:1-6, 16-22

SERMON: “Seeing God” Dr. Wright

PRAYER

ANTHEM:  “Agnus Dei” Eugene Butler
Agnus Dei, qui tolis peccata mundi, Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
Miserere nobis. Dona nobis pacem. Have mercy on us. Grant us peace.

AN AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
We come to God's sanctuary to pray, lifting our eyes to the cross,
finding the light that shines through the stained glass and onto the well-worn pews.
These things we recognize . . . praying with our eyes.

We come to God's sanctuary to be lifted up, looking for his presence in the sunrise,
finding peace in a mountain stream, sensing hope in new buds on bare branches.
This world we observe . . . praying with our eyes.

We come to God's sanctuary to fellowship, peering into the eyes of friends and strangers,
looking for love and offering compassion, giving more than a glance when meeting a need.
These people we notice . . . praying with our eyes.

We come to God's sanctuary to be blessed, looking closely at everything around us, paying more
attention to all that is within us, so that we can become a worthy reflection and blessing to others.
We see ourselves . . . praying with our eyes.

POSTLUDE:  How Firm a Foundation Tom Birchwood
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