
February 7, 2021 The Worship of God The Fifth Sunday
after the Epiphany

PREPARATION AND PRAISE

PRELUDE:  Canon Ewgenij Gunst

WORDS OF WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH 

CALL TO WORSHIP from Psalm 147
Praise the Lord! How good it is to sing praises to our God;

for he is gracious, and a song of praise is fitting.
The Lord builds up Jerusalem; he gathers the outcasts of Israel.
He heals the brokenhearted, and binds up their wounds.
He determines the number of the stars; he gives to all of them their names.
Great is our Lord, and abundant in power; his understanding is beyond measure.
The Lord lifts up the downtrodden; he casts the wicked to the ground.
He covers the heavens with clouds, prepares rain for the earth, makes grass grow on the hills.
He gives to the animals their food, and to the young ravens when they cry.
His delight is not in the strength of the horse, nor his pleasure in the speed of a runner;

but the Lord takes pleasure in those who fear him, in those who hope in his steadfast love.

THE INVOCATION AND LORD'S PRAYER

HYMN:  “O Worship the King LYONS

O worship the King, all glorious above, and gratefully sing God’s wonderful love,
our Shield and Defender, the Ancient of Days, pavilioned in splendor and girded with praise.

How great is your might! How steadfast your grace! Your robe is the light; your canopy, space;
Your chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form, in majesty riding the wings of the storm.

The earth with its store of wonders untold, Almighty your power has founded of old,
established it fast by a changeless decree, and round it has cast, like a mantle, the sea.

Your bountiful care what tongue can recite? It breathes in the air, it shines in the light;
it streams from the hills, it descends to the plain and sweetly distills in the dew and the rain.

Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail; in you do we trust, nor find you to fail;
Your mercies, how tender, how firm to the end, our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and Friend!

MEDITATION

THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Isaiah 40:21-31

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION

ANTHEM:  “Canticle to the Spirit” Eleanor Daley
Holy Spirit, giving life to all life, root of all things, washing them clean, wiping out their
mistakes, healing all their wounds, you are our true life, luminous, wonderful, awak'ning the
heart from its ancient sleep. Hildegard of Bingen



PROCLAMATION

THE EPISTLE LESSON: I Corinthians 9:16-23

SERMON: “Empathy” Dr. Wright

OFFERTORY OPPORTUNITY AND PRAYER
We give thanks for Meals on Wheels which provides nutritious meals, personal contact,

and related services to individuals at home.  A meal box is on the altar.

THE CELEBRATION OF COMMUNION
PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Forgive us, O God, for we have sinned.  Although Christ is among us as our peace, we
are a people divided against one other in our pursuit of power, control, and security.  The
fears and jealousies we harbor set neighbor against neighbor, friend against friend, and even
brother against sister.  We abuse and neglect your good gifts of imagination, freedom,
intellect, and reason and have turned them into bonds of oppression.  Lord, have mercy upon
us; heal and forgive us.  Set us free to serve you in the world as servants of your reconciling
love in Jesus Christ. silence

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

INVITATION TO THE TABLE

SHARING OF THE BREAD AND THE CUP
As we celebrate communion together, you are invited to have something to eat and drink, whatever represents for

you the body and blood of Christ.  You will be invited to eat in memory of Christ’s body broken for you and to drink in
memory of Christ’s blood shed for you.

ANTHEM:  “I Love the Lord” Richard Smallwood/arr. Tom Fettke

I love the Lord, he heard my cry and pitied ev'ry groan.
Long as I live, when troubles rise, I'll hasten to his throne.
Long as I live, when troubles rise, I'll hasten to his throne.

AN AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth;
and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried;
he descended into Hell; the third day he rose from the dead;
he ascended into heaven and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting.  Amen.

POSTLUDE:  Carillon Edward Elgar

The rosebud on the altar is placed in celebration of the birth of
Rowan James Wall on January 29 in Greensboro to Brandon and Elizabeth Wall.
Anne Whitaker is his proud grandmother and Al Joyner is his proud great-uncle.
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