
January 31, 2021 The Worship of God The Fourth Sunday
after the Epiphany

PREPARATION AND PRAISE

PRELUDE:  Aria from Third Violin Sonata G. F. Handel

WORDS OF WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH 

CALL TO WORSHIP
O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!
You whose glory above the heavens is chanted by the mouth of babes and infants,

you have founded a bulwark because of your foes, to still the enemy and the avenger.
When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars

which you have established;
what are humans that you are mindful of us, and mortals that you care for us?

Yet you have made us a little less than God, and crowned us with glory and honor.
You have given us dominion over the works of your hands;

you have put all things under our feet,
all sheep and oxen, and also the beasts of the field, the birds of the air,
and the fish of the sea, whatever passes along the paths of the sea.

O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! Psalm 8

THE INVOCATION AND LORD'S PRAYER

ORGAN AND PIANO MEDITATION:  The Heavens are Telling arr. Martha Powell Setchell
Diana Kirkpatrick, organ; Amy Shortt, piano

CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Forgive us, O God, for we have sinned.  We delight in the gifts of creation without

giving thanks to the Creator.  We enjoy time with family and friends without acknowledging
our Heavenly Parent and True Friend.  We call to you for help without becoming your
helpers.  We speak your name thoughtlessly without seeking to know you better.

Forgive our selfishness; pardon our rudeness; remove our thoughtlessness; and enable
us to see you with us through Jesus Christ our Lord.

silence

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

MEDITATION

THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Psalm 19

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION



ANTHEM:  “His Eye Is on the Sparrow” Charles Gabriel/arr. Mark Hayes
Why should I feel discouraged, why should the shadows come, why should my heart be
lonely, and long for heav’n and home  when Jesus is my portion? My constant Friend is he.
His eye is on the sparrow, and I know he watches me.  I sing because I’m happy. I sing
because I’m free. For his eye is on the sparrow, and I know he watches me.  Whenever I am
tempted, whenever clouds arise, when songs give place to sighing, when hope within me
dies, I draw the closer to him, from care he sets me free. His eye is on the sparrow, and I
know he’s protecting, and I know that he’s loving, and I know he watches me.

Civilla D. Martin
Jackson Baldwin, soloist

PROCLAMATION

THE GOSPEL LESSON: Matthew 6:25-34

SERMON: “A Bird in the Hand May Not Be Better Than Two in the Bush” Dr. Wright

OFFERTORY OPPORTUNITY AND PRAYER
We give thanks for People Of Faith-Filling In the Gaps (POF-FIGS)

which assists local families in times of crisis.  Rent and utility bills are placed on the altar.

HYMN: “This Is My Father’s World” TERRA BEATA

 This is my Father's world, and to my listening ears
All nature sings, and round me rings the music of the spheres.

This is my Father's world: I rest me in the thought
Of rocks and trees, of skies and seas–God’s hand the wonders wrought.

         
This is my Father's world: the birds their carols raise,

The morning light, the flowers bright, declare their Maker's praise.
Our God has made this world and shines in all that's fair;

In rustling grass I hear God pass, who speaks to me everywhere.
       

Our God has made this world; oh, let us ne'er forget
That though the wrong seems oft so strong, God is the ruler yet.

God trusts us with this world, to keep it clean and fair.
All earth and treees, the skies and seas, God’s creatures everywhere.

AN AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
We believe in God who imagined the world

as a place of beauty and wonder.
We believe in Jesus Christ, the Living Word,

by whose compassion the world came into being.
We believe in the Spirit, God's power at work,

by whose grace the world and all of life is sustained.
We believe that we are God's children,

chosen to worship and called to serve.  Amen.

POSTLUDE:  March from The Occasional Oratorio G. F. Handel
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