
January 24, 2021 The Worship of God The Third Sunday
after the Epiphany

PREPARATION AND PRAISE

PRELUDE:  A Mighty Fortress Is Our God Johann Pachelbel

WORDS OF WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH 

CALL TO WORSHIP
For God alone my soul waits in silence, for my hope is from him.
He alone is my rock and my salvation, my fortress; I shall not be shaken.
On God rests my deliverance and my honor; my mighty rock, my refuge is in God.
Trust in him at all times, O people; pour out your heart before him;

God is a refuge for us.
Those of low estate are but a breath, those of high estate are a delusion;

in the balances they go up; they are together lighter than a breath.
Put no confidence in extortion, and set no vain hopes on robbery;

if riches increase, do not set your heart on them.
Once God has spoken; twice have I heard this:

that power belongs to God, and steadfast love belongs to you, O Lord.
from Psalm 62

THE INVOCATION AND LORD'S PRAYER

CHORAL RESPONSE:  “The Greatest Commandment” Paul Zach
Love the Lord your God with all your heart and soul and mind, and love your neighbor as
yourself.  Let us be known, let us be known by the way we love.  Love, love, love, the
greatest commandment is love.

CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Forgive us, O God, for we have sinned.  We are conscious of how we have offended

you.     Our sins are ever before us.  Forgive us for our carelessness with the gospel of Jesus
Christ, for our assumption that the neglect of your holy word does not matter.  Where we
have overlooked the needs of others and where we have proven insensitive to the feelings
of those around us, we ask your pardon.  Forgive us for dwelling on the things that are
wrong in this world and overlooking the good that is being done all around us.  Where we
have been negative and destroyed the hopes of others and where we have forgotten the
comfort and strength of your arms,  we ask your pardon.  Merciful God, hear our prayer. 
Touch us and make us whole; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

adapted, Richard J. Fairchild
silence

ASSURANCE OF PARDON



MEDITATION

THE GOSPEL LESSON: Mark 12:28-34

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION

ANTHEM:  “I Choose Love” Mark A. Miller
In the midst of pain, I choose love. In the midst of pain, sorrow falling down like rain, I
await the sun again, I choose love.  In the midst of war, I choose peace. In the midst of war,
hate and anger keeping score, I will seek the good once more, I choose peace.  When my
world falls down, I will rise. When my world falls down, explanations can't be found, I will
climb to holy ground, I will rise. Lindy Thompson

PROCLAMATION

THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Judges 11:30-40

SERMON: “Are We There Yet?” Dr. Wright

OFFERTORY OPPORTUNITY AND PRAYER
We give thanks for the Tar Roanoke Prison Ministry

which ministers to men incarcerated in our area.
A Bible and keys are on the altar, reminding us of the true freedom Christ offers.

HYMN: “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” NETTLETON

Come, thou fount of every blessing, tune my heart to sing thy grace;
Streams of mercy never ceasing call for songs of loudest praise.

Teach me some melodious measure sung by flaming tongues above.
Praise the mount! I'm fixed upon it, mount of thy redeeming love.

Here I raise to thee an altar; hither by thy help I've come;
And I hope, by thy good pleasure, safely to arrive at home.

Jesus sought me when a stranger, wandering from the fold of God;
He, to rescue me from danger, interposed his precious blood.

O to grace how great a debtor daily I'm constrained to be!
Let thy goodness, like a fetter, bind my wandering heart to thee.
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, prone to leave the God I love;

Here's my heart, O take and seal it, seal it from thy courts above.

AN AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
We affirm that love is the doctrine of this church, the quest of truth is its sacrament, and service

is its prayer.  To dwell together in peace, to seek knowledge in freedom, to serve human need, to the
end that all souls shall grow into harmony with the Divine.  Thus do we covenant with each other
and with God. Covenant Church, Houston, Texas

POSTLUDE:  Psalm XIX  Benedetto Marcello

THE MINISTRY OF WORSHIP
Jody C. Wright Elizabeth Edwards Amy Shortt
 Senior Minister Associate Minister Minister of Music

Mikayla Luke Diana Kirkpatrick Erica Timmerman
Soprano Organist Alto

Jacob McCain Jackson Baldwin
Tenor Baritone/Bass


