
January 10, 2021 The Worship of God Baptism of the Lord Sunday

PREPARATION AND PRAISE

PRELUDE:  Du Bist die Ruh Franz Schubert

WORDS OF WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH 

CALL TO WORSHIP from Psalm 29
Ascribe to the Lord, O heavenly beings, ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.
Ascribe to the Lord the glory of his name; worship the Lord in holy splendor.
The voice of the Lord is over the waters; the God of glory thunders over mighty waters.
The voice of the Lord is powerful and full of majesty.
The voice of the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon.
The voice of the Lord flashes forth flames of fire and shakes the wilderness.
The voice of the Lord causes the oaks to whirl, and strips the forest bare.
The Lord sits enthroned as king for ever.
May the Lord give strength to his people!
May the Lord bless his people with peace!

THE INVOCATION AND LORD'S PRAYER

CHORAL RESPONSE:  “This Is My Song” Jean Sibelius
This is my song, Oh God of all the nations, a song of peace for lands afar and mine.  This
is my home, the country where my heart is; here are my hopes, my dreams, my sacred
shrine. But other hearts in other lands are beating, with hopes and dreams as true and high
as mine.  My country's skies are bluer than the ocean, and sunlight beams on cloverleaf and
pine. But other lands have sunlight too and clover, and skies are everywhere as blue as mine.
Oh hear my song, oh God of all the nations, a song of peace for their land and for mine. 
This is my prayer, O Ruler of all nations: let thy reign come; on earth thy will be done. In
peace may all earth's people draw together, and hearts united learn to live as one. O hear my
prayer, thou God of all the nations; myself I give thee; let thy will be done.

Jackson Baldwin, soloist

MEDITATION

THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Genesis 1:1-5

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Forgive us, O God, for we have sinned.  Every day the evil of the world appalls us, yet

within our own mind and heart we recognize those same seeds beginning to germinate.  We
are unable to correct our personal follies and remedy all our mistakes for their consequences
have already spread far away from us.  We are incapable of properly recognizing, cleansing
and forgiving ourselves, for our own hands are too soiled and our store of grace is too
meager.  You alone, God, by your mercy, can discern the intent of our heart and offer us
salvation. With your priceless grace, forgive us our sins through Jesus Christ our Lord.

silence

ASSURANCE OF PARDON



PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION

ORGAN MEDITATION:  Aus Meines Herzens Grunde J. S. Bach

PROCLAMATION

THE GOSPEL LESSON: Mark 1:4-11

SERMON: “Disruption” Dr. Wright

OFFERTORY OPPORTUNITY AND PRAYER
We give thanks for our Board of Finance which guides our use of resources for our ministries.

A copy of our 2021 Ministry Plan is on the altar

HYMN: “Shall We Gather at the River” HANSON PLACE /arr. John Ferguson
Shall we gather at the river, where bright angel feet have trod,

with its crystal tide forever flowing by the throne of God?
           

Yes, we'll gather at the river, the beautiful, the beautiful river;
gather with the saints at the river that flows by the throne of God.

          
On the margin of the river, washing up its silver spray,

we will walk and worship ever, all the happy golden day.
        

Ere we reach the shining river, lay we every burden down;
grace our spirits will deliver, and provide a robe and crown.

              
Soon we'll reach the shining river, soon our pilgrimage will cease;

soon our happy hearts will quiver with the melody of peace.

AN AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
We believe in God the Creator, 

whose goodness seams through all creation with irrepressible beauty and truth,
whose patience and generosity exceed all human expectation,
and whose glory neither earth nor the heavens can contain.

We believe in Christ Jesus, the true Child of God, 
who came with a disruption that shook the powers of evil, though it cost him his life;
who from beyond death comes again to gather his disciples into a community of the free;
who refused to be intimidated by threats, or waylaid by any religion which had no grace.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the source and sustainer of abundant life, 
who from the very beginning flows from God, 
enhancing the gifts of church in the service of humanity.

We believe in the church as the universal body of Christ, 
in the forgiven people as the sharers of Christ’s peace,
in the timeless, mystic fellowship of all God’s people,
and in the life that transcends all sorrow and death. Amen. Bruce Prewer

POSTLUDE:  Postlude in D Alexander Glasunow
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