
January 3, 2021 The Worship of God Epiphany Sunday

PREPARATION AND PRAISE

PRELUDE:  Noel en Musette Louis Claude Daquin

WORDS OF WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH 

CALL TO WORSHIP
In many and various ways God spoke of old to our ancestors through the prophets.
But in these last days God has spoken to us by a Son,
whom he appointed to be the heir of all things, through whom he also created the world.
Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous, and give thanks to his holy name;
For to us has come a Savior, Christ the new born king!

THE INVOCATION AND LORD'S PRAYER

CHORAL RESPONSE:  “Star in the East” The American Vocalist 1849/ed. Brad Holmes
Hail thou blest morn, when the great mediator, down from the regions of glory descends.
Shepherds, go worship the babe in the manger, Lo for his guard the bright angels attend.
Brightest and best of the sons of the morning, dawn on our darkness and lend us thine aid.
Star in the East, the horizon adorning, guide where our infant redeemer is laid.  Cold on his
cradle the dew drops are shining, low lies his head, with the beasts of the stall. Angels adore
him in slumber reclining, maker and monarch and savior of all.  Say, shall we yield him, in
costly devotion, odors of Edom and offerings divine. Gems from the mountain and pearls
from the ocean, myrrh from the forest and gold from the mine. Reginald Heber, 1811

MEDITATION

THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Isaiah 60:1-6

THE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION

ANTHEM: “The Coventry Carol” English Melody, 1591/arr. Steve Pilkington
Lully, lullay, thou little tiny child, by by, lully lullay.  O sisters too, how may we do for to
preserve this day this poor youngling, for whom we sing, by by, lully, lullay?  Herod the
king, in his raging, charged he hath this day his men of might, in his own sight, all young
children to slay.  That woe is me, poor child for thee!  And ever morn and day, for thy
parting nor say nor sing by by, lully lullay. Robert Croo, 1534

Elizabeth Edwards and Cornelia Singletary, handbells

PROCLAMATION

THE GOSPEL LESSON: Matthew 2:1-12

SERMON: “Home by Another Way” Dr. Wright

OFFERTORY OPPORTUNITY AND PRAYER
We give thanks for our Missions Committee which leads us

to be the hands of Christ in the community and beyond.



THE CELEBRATION OF COMMUNION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Eternal God, Source of all that is and all that shall be, creation resonates with

celebration of your love.  In this new year let justice and mercy flood the earth; let all
creation harmonize in your imagination; and let us recognize that every thought and thing
belongs to you.  With the bread we need for today, feed us; in the hurts we absorb from each
other and those we inflict on others, forgive us; in times of test and temptation, stand with
us; from the grip of all that is evil, free us; for works of mercy empower us; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. silence

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

INVITATION TO THE TABLE

SHARING OF THE BREAD AND THE CUP
As we celebrate communion together, you are invited to have something to eat and drink, whatever represents for

you the body and blood of Christ.  The minister will invite you to eat in memory of Christ’s body broken for you and to
drink in memory of Christ’s blood shed for you.

HYMN: “We Three Kings of Orient Are” KINGS OF ORIENT

We three kings of Orient are, bearing gifts we traverse afar
field and fountain, moor and mountain, following yonder star.

           
O star of wonder, star of night, star with royal beauty bright,

westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light.
          

Born a King on Bethlehem’s plain, gold I bring to crown him again
King forever, ceasing never, over us all to reign.

            
Frankincense to offer have I, incense owns a Deity nigh;

prayer and praising, gladly raising, worshiping God on high.
              

Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume breathes a life of gathering gloom,
sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying, sealed in the stone-cold tomb.

           
Glorious now behold him arise, Christ and God and sacrifice:

alleluia, alleluia, sounds through the earth and skies.

AN AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth;
and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried;
he descended into Hell; the third day he rose from the dead;
he ascended into heaven and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting.  Amen.

POSTLUDE:  All Praise to Thee, Eternal God Johann Pachelbel
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