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What makes Christmas so special? I bet there are a thousand answers to that question. Christmas novels, movies, 
distractions, all the shopping for gift giving and enjoyment of food, these all have a place in Christmas. But there is a 
picture in my mind that helps me connect the dots for what I understand as a Christian. Here is the picture, its 
dinner time you are at a restaurant for a special occasion, so you have picked a choice place to eat. In “southern 
speak” you would say that you were going to chunk one! While you are waiting in this very full restaurant with your 
pager, all you can see is amazing meals being served, you can smell the smell of delicious food, hear the sounds of 
joy and festivities, but you haven’t experienced it yet. Here is a similar picture. The Christmas tree is up and the 
presents are under the tree. There is one awesome box sitting under the tree with your name on it. But it is not 
Christmas yet. You know the day is coming when you can open the present and experience what is already yours, 
but the day is not here yet. The Christian lives with the knowledge that we have a relationship with God through the 
gift of Jesus Christ. There is so much that we can enjoy of that relationship now, but we are not there yet. We can 
smell it, hear it, see it around us with the eyes of faith, but it is not yet time to participate in full. We are still here on 
this earth waiting for the consummation of the Lord’s gift of salvation. Christmas is about the full experience of life 
that is coming, the life that we cannot yet experience. Until then we live in the reality of the now; the pain the joys, 
the struggles the peace. Christmas is a time to be reminded of that gift and to remind others that there is eternal life 
on the other side for those who embrace the gift of salvation from sins through Jesus Christ. This expectation of joy 
and contrast to life now is something that God builds up for us in His word, especially here in this text of Isaiah. 
This morning I want to focus on the gift, the function of the gift, and the assurance of the gift. 
.I. What is the gift that is given? In our text Isaiah builds to this gift by stating that the gift brings glory to where 
there has been contempt. Verse 1, “in the former time he brought into contempt the land…but in the latter time he 
has made glorious the way of the sea.” So the gift has a real and transforming affect upon its surroundings. The 
transforming affect is also distinguished as being light where there was deep darkness. Verse 2 says, “The people 
who walked in darkness have seen a great light.” Then verse 3 and 4 tell us that the gift brings joy because of 
provision and because of deliverance from oppression. “You have multiplied the nation…the rod of his oppressor 
you have broken.” This gift also has the effect of bringing true and lasting peace. Verse 5 tells us that all that was 
meant for war would be destroyed. You do not destroy the things that bring restraint to people unless there is no 
more fear of people destroying you. The principle can be understood this way, how many of you lock you doors at 
home even when you are home? Imagine a society where there is no fear of leaving your doors unlocked and your 
stuff out. This is society that has had a significant change. Isaiah is underscoring that this gift that will be given brings 
this kind of peace.  So what is the gift? Verse 6 tells us that the gift is that a child would be born and a son would be 
given that would accomplish all these things.  
So here is a little background and reminder of last week’s sermon for the sake of context. Last week we considered 
chapter 7 and talked about the fact that the whole region around Israel was in a state of war as well as religious 
apostasy. The Ahaz, the king of Judah, was an evil king in all sense of the word, though he was a very capable man. 
He not only despised the counsel that God gave through Isaiah, but reached out to a foreign king for aid in 
deliverance instead of trusting God. In these three chapters, 7-9, we can see the mercy of God in promising His very 
presence through Immanuel, and we see the abject rejection of that promise by Ahaz, and then again the mercy of 
God in promising deliverance by His very presence. Only His presence can bring the kind of light and deliverance 
from oppression that will truly set us free and give us true joy. Now the expectation from the people that were 
hearing these things was a future expectation. The nation of Israel, as we see in the N.T., was awaiting the 
fulfillment of the promise, but they were too focused upon the tangible realities that were before them, like the 
Roman occupation of the land, and the fact that no heir to David’s throne had come. Instead, the king at the time of 
the Gospels was as much of an evil man as Ahaz. And here is where we see the power of God. Jewish people who 



believed in these promises changed their view when they saw through the right lens. We have a microscope at 
home that we pull out on occasion for our kids school projects. It has several lens strengths. It is amazing the kings 
of things you can see when you put the right lens on something you are looking at in a microscope. All these little 
mechanisms working to accomplish something, just like you and I get up every day and accomplish our tasks. So 
what made these people change the lens? Obviously you know the answer because it is Christmas time, and we are 
in a Christian church. The lens that changed everything was Jesus Christ. Notice Matt. 4:13-16. Now here is the 
question? How did it change? Well, if Jesus is the fulfillment, then we have to notice the very next thing Matthew 
tells us that that Jesus did after this quote from Isaiah. Notice verse 17. Jesus preached repentance from sin because 
of the presence of the Kingdom of God. It tells us that in Jesus’ mind, the satisfaction of the promises of Isaiah that 
we would experience peace, and righteousness, and justice, as we have read, but only through spiritual 
transformation. That spiritual transformation was brought about by repentance from sin. So glory to any people is 
His presence. The light that Jesus brings is a light to the soul. And the greatest oppression is that of sin which 
enslaves us and damns us to hell. The only deliverance that we can have is through someone who experiences the 
pain and hardship of life on this earth. He must be born. He must also be born in such a way that fulfills the promises 
of God. So Jesus has Davidic lineage. He can rule in this world. The government will be upon His shoulders. But to be 
man is not enough. Only God can appease God. So He is Immanuel, God with us. Only God has the wisdom and 
power to govern all mankind in his and her distinct cultural understandings. So Jesus takes the weight of that 
governance; that is the gift of Christmas which Isaiah brings out. But how does Jesus Christ function in this dual 
capacity of governance of man and responsibilities as God? 

.II. The function of the Gift. Here I would simply like to consider the titles that Jesus Christ is give as they reflect the 
function of His work. He is first called, “Wonderful Counselor.” This has to do with wisdom. It is an advisor, an 
admonisher. Think about the advice that king Ahaz got and what he listened to. He was advised by Isaiah to honor 
God and live by faith, but then he took a different path. Kings were surrounded by advisors. The actions Ahaz took 
proved to be horrible advice. There was no wisdom in it. But the King who would come, His advice is wonderful, 
incomparable. As we compare this to the life of Christ as seen in the gospels, it reminds me of the many times Jesus 
left His advisories confounded by His wisdom. In Luke chapter 2 we even read of this wisdom when Jesus was a 
child. Jesus’ step father Joseph and His mother Mary thought Jesus was in with their relatives as they were returning 
home from the Temple. But in fact, Jesus was in the Temple still and He was talking to the priests asking questions 
and giving answers, and they were astonished by His wisdom. Mary and Joseph were overwhelmed. Can you 
imagine their worry? This is the true Home Alone story without the bad guys! For more themes underscoring the 
wisdom of Christ, trace wisdom personified in the proverbs. If you trace that personification we see so much of the 
person of Christ. But to come back to our them, what is Jesus’ first statement of advice? Repent of your sins. Do you 
recognize that you have sin? Do you recognize that there is sin in the world? Do you recognize that if Christ calls us 
to repent it is because He sees us as sinners? What will you do with His counsel? But just as this message began with 
a look at the future work of the Messiah, I would remind us that God’s plans are still not accomplished. There is a 
fulfillment to what God the Father has begun in Jesus Christ. He is wisely accomplishing His purposes and there is 
none who can outwit Him so as to stymie His plans. 

He is Wonderful Counselor. His name is also Mighty God. Wow. The connection of thoughts is incredible. Not only is 
He unmatched in His wisdom, there is no one who can forcefully keep Him from accomplishing His purposes. The 
Hebrew word for God here, El, already assumes might. It is often used as a root in conjunction to other words to 
describe people of might and power, both politically and physically or militarily. Essentially we could read it like this, 
His name shall be called, Wonderful Counselor, Mighty Might. When we reject the wisdom that God reveals to us, 
we shake our fists in the face of a God we have no power to fight. Satan does the same but he will not stand! The 
words of the hymn “A mighty Fortress” ring well here. The third verse reads, “3. And though this world, with devils 



filled, should threaten to undo us, we will not fear, for God hath willed his truth to triumph through us. The Prince of 
Darkness grim, we tremble not for him; his rage we can endure, for lo, his doom is sure; one little word shall fell 
him.” Lest we think of this hymn as a poetical stretch it would be good to remember this verse: ESV Hebrews 1:3 “He 
is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of 
his power.” And then consider all the statements of Christ’s power over Satan, not only as He cast out demons when 
He was on the earth, but in that He will one day judge Satan and destroy him, as Revelation reminds us.  

He is Wonderful Counselor, Mighty Might, Everlasting Father. Here is the benefit of familial ties. He is a Father who 
will always be. What does a Father do? A father, biblically speaking, oversees through protection, provision, 
affection, and attention the lives of all those under his care so that those lives will flourish. He will never cease to 
extend that care to us because He can never die. He can never die because He is God. He can never die as man 
because He defeated death when He rose from the grave. He can offer this hope because He is accomplishing His 
plan of salvation with inscrutable wisdom, incomparable power, and familial care. So He is obviously called the 
Prince of Peace. Who cannot but thrive under this kind of care? Do you lack peace in your life? Come to Jesus who 
gives us peace that passes all understanding. (Phil 4:7) He will accomplish this because His dominion is over all, as it 
says in verse 7, the increase of His government will be no end. He will be the one who unifies this world. He will be 
the one who establishes absolute justice in this world. He will be the King who never parts from justness and 
righteousness, because He is of His very nature the source of justice and righteousness.  

.III. So what is the assurance of the gift? We see at the end of verse 7 that Isaiah says that the zeal of the LORD will 
do this. When zeal is applied to God in the Bible it can mean jealousy for those things that are appropriate, like 
being jealous for His people. It moves God to action. For instance, if someone is mistreating your children it is 
because you are jealous for their protection that you step in. You guard them. So it is with Jesus Christ. So again we 
must look at the work of Christ. His purpose was to bring salvation from sin to all who trust in Him, who are called 
the Church, His bride. His purpose in bringing salvation was to give eternal life and to save us unto His society in 
heaven. Those themes run through the entirety of the New Testament, and are upheld by the promises of the Old 
Testament. So if Christ’s incomparable wisdom is applied to our salvation such that its provision is air tight, if Christ’s 
mighty might is applied to salvation so that nothing can stop it from happening, if salvation make God my eternal 
Father, and through Him I receive God’s peace, then hear this, I am not wise enough to unravel God’s wisdom in 
saving me. I am not powerful enough to keep God’s plan from happening in me. I can never stop Christ from being 
my Father because He will be that for eternity. Indeed, as Paul shouts in Romans, ESV Rom 8:38-1 38 For I am sure 
that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers,39 nor height nor 
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Dear Christian brothers and sister in Christ, God has fought for you in a battle that demanded His Son become all 
that the prophets said of Him. You will be saved. But be sure of this as well, if you mock His wisdom by rejecting 
Him, He cannot be stopped from bringing judgement that is righteous and just. The apostle John sums it up like this, 
ESV Joh 3:16-19  16 "For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal life.17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that 
the world might be saved through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe 
is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God. 19 And this is the judgment: 
the light has come into the world, and people loved the darkness rather than the light because their works were evil.  
Repent for the Kingdom of God is at hand. What will you do with gift God has offered? Christian, rejoice, eternity is 
coming. God will not be robbed of your soul if you have trusted in Him. Rest in His peace.  
 


