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Our Mission: Connecting People to Jesus and one Another 
  
  

 

What God is Like 
     When it comes to the Bible, if you are honest, some of it is challenging.  
This is due to the fact that we are reading someone else’s mail from a long 
time ago. Customs and cultures of the ancient eastern peoples is very different 

from today.  Some of their practices and ways they wrote can make reading some of the sto-
ries confusing, and even upsetting.  While people struggle making sense of some of the com-
mands in the Old Testament, like killing all men, women, children, and cattle – the words of 
Jesus in the New Testament are readily accepted.   
     Deep down, I think most people love Jesus and the gospels, but other parts of the Bible 
are harder to make sense of.  There are things found in the Old Testament that seem in con-
tradiction to what Jesus says.  When the Bible doesn’t seem to show a consistent ethic for 
life, can you trust it?  Before we answer that question, we need to establish that God is like 
Jesus, and Jesus is like God.  This is why Jesus said, “If you have seen me, you have seen 
the Father” (John 14:9).  Both New Testament writers and early Christians made the claim 
that Jesus is the full revelation of God.  With Jesus, the Word is not just words on paper, but 
it is God’s Word made flesh: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God… The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us. We 
have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of 
grace and truth” (Jn. 1:1,14). 
     Jesus is the authoritative, infallible Word of God.  There should be nothing about God that 
contradicts Jesus.  Jesus is the full revelation of God.  God is the same yesterday, today, and 
forever.  With that said, when Scripture seems at odds with itself, Jesus should be our go-to 
because God is and always has been like Jesus. 
     What challenges many people, self-included, are the stories of violence in Scripture, some 
of which it appears God or His people condone.  Violence, murder, and death begin in Gene-
sis 4 and have remained a pattern of humanity since.  Thankfully, Jesus entered this broken 
world and showed Himself to be a victor of life as the Prince of Peace.  Jesus put death on 
public display and overcame death on the cross by love, forgiveness, and grace.   
    When we interpret violence in the Bible as “justice” or “God’s mysterious ways” rather than 
calling it what it is – a consequence of sin – we are projecting the human logic that makes 
sense to us upon God.  But God is like Jesus, and Jesus rules by a different law, the law of 
love. 
     This leads to something important.  Love always makes room for freedom of choice.  We 
are not robots forced to love God and others.  This means God allows us to hurt ourselves as 
well as others.  But God enters into the mix to help heal us of our violence and show us that 
there is another way to live.  Even in the tragic flood story, where God starts the world over 
because of all the violence in the world (Genesis 6:11), we see that God is grieved by the suf-
fering of the world (Genesis 6:6).  When you read the Bible properly, you see that it is a book 

of life, not death.  The Bible makes clear that God loves His creation and 
all people (John 3:16-17).   
      Mark  

 

Welcome 
We pray you will be encouraged and uplifted 

as we join together in worship. 

2206 Tecoma Drive 
Knoxville, TN  37917 
865-523-1764 

Website:www.arlingtonchurchofchrist.org 

Arlington Friends 
Arlington Church of Christ Youth Group 
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Seeking to edify, educate and 

inform the Family of God 

Sunday, March 19, 2023 

Elders  

Mark Brackney Ph:   622-0376 
Leland Price Ph:   925-4424 
Danny Rider Ph:   705-9713 
Wayne Shannon  Ph:   742-0517 
Gregg Summers Ph:   223-4515 
 

Deacons  
Jason McDougal - YPYF/Vacation Bible School 
Bud Norris - Worship Participants 
Keith Tatum - Education/Picture Board/Family Camp 
Ronnie Weldon - Attendance/Communion Prep/Bldg 
 

Minister:         Mark Brackney Ph:   523-1764 

Associate Minister:  Tommy Drinnen 
 

Secretaries:   Becky Johnson Jennifer Tatum 
 

Missionaries:  Tom & Angie Langley - WEI 

 
Family Matters 

 

Pickle Ball, Friday, March 24, 2 p.m., 
gym/fellowship hall. 
 

Fourth Sunday Fellowship Meal, 
March 26. Please bring food and drinks 
to share.  All visitors are invited to join 
us for lunch. 
 

Pickle Ball, Friday, March 31, 2 p.m., 
gym/fellowship hall. 
 

Easter Egg Hunt, Saturday, April 1, 11 
a.m., at the building. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Drop in Wedding Shower  
for Colby Coleman & Tiffany Martin  

at Sue Mink’s house, 1510 Autumn Path 
Lane, 37918, April 22, 2 to 4 p.m. 

They are registered on  
Amazon.com under Tiffany Martin 

 
Wedding Shower  

for Savannah Summers &  
Brandon Breedlove 

at the Price house, 7928 Wells Scenic 
View Lane, 37938, April 29, 2 to 4 p.m. 
They are registered at Target, Amazon, 

and Pottery Barn 
 

 
 
 

SERVING THE ASSEMBLY TODAY 
              @10:30 
Opening Prayer  John Fort 
Communion    Richard Rucker 
Security               Bill Gilliam 
      “                      Randy Riggs 

Arlington Family: 
Joddi Thomley recently tore her ACL and is  
   waiting to hear when she will have surgery 
John and Laura Burka  
Ben Cavin 
Suzanne Chapman 
Carroll Coomer  
Joe Croteau is in rm 113 at Fort Sanders NHC 
Deborah Davis  
Laurie Duncan 
Barbara Hoff is dealing with long haul COVID 
Marge Percell 
Mark & Heather Percell  
Danny Rider 
Sheila Riggs 
Jessie Rutherford 
George and Joyce Sanders 
Jennifer Tatum  
Ronnie Weldon 
 
 

Shut Ins:  Lynda Elliott    Tom & Anita Drinnen 
____________________________________ 

Craig and Jill Green and 
their son, Duncan 
2301 North Park Blvd, 
Knoxville, 37917 
 

 Cell ph  Birthday 
Craig 865-599-6724   Feb 9 
Jill 865-599-6876   July 12 
Duncan    Mar 9 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Milton and Rita Wender 
2622 Fairmont Blvd, Knoxville, 37917 
 Home ph Birthday 
Milt 865-221-0348   Feb 13 

Friends and Family 
Please keep Jerry Arnwine, Doug Childers’  
   friend, in your prayers as he battles cancer 
David & Lori Tiller’s son-in-law, Harold Carter,  
   is recovering from heart surgery 
Lois Chapman, a friend of the Brackney’s, is  
   now at Select Specialty Hospital at Fort  
   Sanders and is beginning recovery.  She has  
   a long way to go in rehab as the nerves in  
   her body begin to wake up.  She thanks us  
   for our prayers 
Shirley Jarnigan has requested prayers for her  
   cousin 
Danny Davis requests prayers for his grand- 
   daughter 
Jessica Fort’s son, Liam Neary, is in the military  
   on active duty 
Cheryl Gifford-Cassidy fell and broke her leg 
Shirley Waggoner’s stepson, Danny, in Shel- 
   byville, has been diagnosed with prostate  
   cancer 
Becky Johnson’s cousin, Tony King, and his  
   wife, Sue, both have cancer 
Marge Percell’s son-in-law, Ken Snethen, has  
   cancer 
Caroline Stanton-Hill’s brother, Earl Werk- 
   heiser, is battling cancer and her sister, Stella  
   Cyphers, fell and is in the hospital. 
Marge Percell’s nephew, Dean Percell, has  
   been diagnosed with cancer 
Aleta Esau’s brother, Glenn Barber, has been  
   diagnosed with Lymphoma and is continuing  
   chemo therapy 

 
 
  
 
 

Happy  Birthday!! 

 
 
 
 
 

   Mar   20 Rachael Harper 
   Mar   21 Deborah Davis 
   Mar   21 Kevin Waggoner 


