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The Power of Love to Destroy Sin 
     When you hear the words, “original sin,” you tend to think about Eve and 
then Adam, when they ate of the “forbidden fruit” – usually stated by most peo-
ple as “an apple.”  Actually, we have no idea what kind of fruit grew on the tree 

of the knowledge of good and evil.  They definitely disobeyed God and they no doubt sinned, 
but the first time the word “sin” is used in the Bible is not connected to Adam and Eve.  It is 
found in the story of Cain and Abel.  So, the first time the word sin is used in the Bible is 
when Cain commits the Bible’s first act of violence by attacking and murdering his brother.  In 
fact, murder is the first thing that we have recorded taking place outside the garden of Eden 
(Genesis 4:1-10). 
     The words in Genesis 4:10, “Your brother’s blood cries out to me from the ground,” are 
profound.  Whenever blood is shed, it cries out to God and continues to cry out to God.  I 
think God is making an important statement here.  It is not just Abel’s blood that cries out, but 
the blood of all people who are killed cries out. When the blood of individuals and people 
groups is shed, that blood cries out to God from the earth.  As we know, killing and violence 
does not stop in Genesis 4, it just begins.    
     The earth became so violent, God decided to cleanse the earth and start over.  Noah’s 
family were the only righteous people on the face of the earth (Genesis 6).  Once the flood 
waters receded, Noah and his family were able to come off the ark.  At this point, God issued 
a new command: Do not kill each other (Genesis 9:5).  Later, God repeats this command in 
the giving of the law through Moses: “You shall not murder” (Exodus 20:13).  If one chooses 
to kill, there is an accounting God demands. By Genesis 14, we have full-scale war men-
tioned between nations.  The bloodshed has not stopped from Genesis 4 on.   
     Now for the good news.  A clear message we get in the Bible is that God is good and 
faithful even though humanity is sinful and full of violence.  Sin hurts people, that is why God 
hates sin.  He doesn’t hate the sinner, He hates sin.  He loves people.  A good definition for 
sin is “missing the mark.”  When we miss the mark, it affects everything.  It hurts us, it hurts 
others, and it hurts God’s creation.  But the definition of sin is not just “missing the mark.”  At 
its heart it is “the failure to love.”  Sin values people for what they can give or do.  Love values 
people because they are made in the image of God.  Sin sees the world and exploits it for 
selfish gain.  When sin reigns, creation, nature, and people are disposable.  Sin is trying to 
destroy life while love is trying to heal life. 
     You likely heard that sin leads to death.  But it is more than physical death and spiritual 
death - separation from God.  Sin destroys the sacred life God has created.  The image of 
God is destroyed that exists in every human.  Thankfully, God’s love is much bigger than sin 
and death.  
       In Jesus, people see the complete picture of God’s love.  Jesus went to the cross and 
died, so all who put their faith in Christ and receive His love will be rescued from death.  Je-
sus shed His blood to give us life.  Jesus’ blood cries out to God as well.  It is not cries of re-

venge or justice, but cries for God to show His grace and mercy to His cre-
ation, which He has done in Christ.  Mark  

 

Welcome 
We pray you will be encouraged and uplifted 

as we join together in worship. 

2206 Tecoma Drive 
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865-523-1764 

Website:www.arlingtonchurchofchrist.org 

Arlington Friends 
Arlington Church of Christ Youth Group 
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Elders  

Mark Brackney Ph:   622-0376 
Leland Price Ph:   925-4424 
Danny Rider Ph:   705-9713 
Wayne Shannon  Ph:   742-0517 
Gregg Summers Ph:   223-4515 
 

Deacons  
Jason McDougal - YPYF/Vacation Bible School 
Bud Norris - Worship Participants 
Keith Tatum - Education/Picture Board/Family Camp 
Ronnie Weldon - Attendance/Communion Prep/Bldg 
 

Minister:         Mark Brackney Ph:   523-1764 

Associate Minister:  Tommy Drinnen 
 

Secretaries:   Becky Johnson Jennifer Tatum 
 

Missionaries:  Tom & Angie Langley - WEI 

 
Family Matters 

 

Small groups meet tonight at 5 p.m.  
Please see one of the elders for loca-
tions 
 

Senior Servants Bible study and 
lunch, this Tuesday, March 14, 11 a.m.  
We will meet at the church building for 
Bible study and then go out to lunch to-
gether.  See Edith Weldon or David Till-
er for details. 
 

The men will meet for breakfast at the 
Cracker Barrel at 2920 S. Mall Rd., 
Knoxville, 37917, this Thurs., March 16. 
 

NO Pickle Ball, this Saturday,  
 

Fourth Sunday Fellowship Meal, 
March 26. Please bring food and drinks 
to share.  All visitors are invited to join 
us for lunch. 
 

 
 
 

Drop in Wedding Shower  
for Colby Coleman & Tiffany Martin  

at Sue Mink’s house, 1510 Autumn Path 
Lane, 37918, April 22, 2 to 4 p.m. 

 
Wedding Shower  

for Savannah Summers  
at the Price house, 7928 Wells Scenic 
View Lane, 37938, April 29, 2 to 4 p.m. 
She is registered at Target, Amazon, 

and Pottery Barn 
 

 
 

SERVING THE ASSEMBLY TODAY 
              @10:30 
Opening Prayer  Carroll Coomer 
Communion    David Tiller 
Security               Keith Tatum 
      “                      Bruce McQuaig 

Arlington Family: 
Carroll Coomer is at home recovering from  
   an infection and heart issue 
Joddi Thomley recently tore her ACL and is  
   waiting to hear when she will have surgery 
John and Laura Burka  
Ben Cavin 
Suzanne Chapman  
Joe Croteau is in rm 113 at Fort Sanders NHC 
Deborah Davis  
Laurie Duncan 
Barbara Hoff is dealing with long haul COVID 
Marge Percell 
Mark & Heather Percell  
Danny Rider 
Sheila Riggs 
Jessie Rutherford 
George and Joyce Sanders 
Jennifer Tatum  
Ronnie Weldon 
 
 

Shut Ins:  Lynda Elliott    Tom & Anita Drinnen 

Friends and Family 
Please keep Jerry Arnwine, Doug Childers’  
   friend, in your prayers as he battles cancer 
David & Lori Tiller’s son-in-law, Harold Carter,  
   is recovering from heart surgery 
Lois Chapman, a friend of the Brackney’s, is  
   now at Select Specialty Hospital at Fort  
   Sanders and is beginning recovery.  She has  
   a long way to go in rehab as the nerves in  
   her body begin to wake up.  She thanks us  
   for our prayers 
Shirley Jarnigan has requested prayers for her  
   cousin 
Danny Davis requests prayers for his grand- 
   daughter 
Jessica Fort’s son, Liam Neary, is in the military  
   on active duty 
Cheryl Gifford-Cassidy fell and broke her leg 
Shirley Waggoner’s stepson, Danny, in Shel- 
   byville, has been diagnosed with prostate  
   cancer 
Becky Johnson’s cousin, Tony King, and his  
   wife, Sue, both have cancer 
Marge Percell’s son-in-law, Ken Snethen, has  
   cancer 
Caroline Stanton-Hill’s brother, Earl Werk- 
   heiser, is battling cancer and her sister, Stella  
   Cyphers, fell and is in the hospital. 
Marge Percell’s nephew, Dean Percell, has  
   been diagnosed with cancer 
Aleta Esau’s brother, Glenn Barber, has been  
   diagnosed with Lymphoma and is continuing  
   chemo therapy 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 

Happy  Birthday!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   Mar   13 Robin Burns 
   Mar   17 Paula Buttrey 

 


