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The Mystery of the Creative Power of God 
 
 
 

     When Jesus came to usher in the kingdom of God and when Peter and 
John talk about the new coming new heaven and new earth, mysterious defi-

nitely describes these things.  You might say the Bible in its entirety is about the mystery by 
which the power of God works to form this world into the New Jerusalem that comes down 
out of heaven from God, like a bride that is beautifully dressed for her husband. 
     This begs the question: How does God use power to achieve His ends?  God used an eth-
ic that looks different from anything you would expect.  When Jesus walked this earth, He 
didn’t use power in the way you would expect.  From His temptations on, Jesus refused to 
use His miraculous power to draw attention to Himself and set up a human system of power 
and control.  Jesus showed that His kingdom is about love and being a champion of life.   
     I think the best place to begin is to go back to the beginning, creation itself, where we see 
the mystery of the creative power of God.  Genesis 1 shows God creating everything.  In fact, 
after God created the water, the land, the plants, the trees, the mountains, and all the animals 
– it was good.  God saw all that he had made and declared it good.  After the sixth day, when 
God had created man, we have these words: “God saw all that he had made, and it was very 
good.  And there was evening, and there was morning – the sixth day” (Gen. 1:31). 
     Notice that the creation of man was not just good, but very good.  I think that we have a 
tendency to forget how incredible life really is.  It is truly miraculous.  This is something I love 
about being around kids.  They tend to see the wonder in God’s creation that we older people 
miss or forget about.  I can’t tell you how many times my kids, when they were small, would 
bring into the house a rock, a bug, a frog, a firefly.  To them, it was something worth showing 
off.  You have to admit, when you look at a firefly, God did something pretty amazing there. 
     Consider some amazing facts of our earth. Each day, the atmosphere, God’s protective 
shield around our earth, keeps us from being hit by one hundred tons of small rocks and oth-
er pieces of space debris that would otherwise destroy the earth.  There are nineteen essen-
tial factors that not only make life on earth unique and miraculous, but provide the precise 
conditions for life to be possible at all.  Here is just one example of the nineteen: the align-
ment of the earth’s poles, thankfully, is off by exactly 23.5 degrees which creates the earth’s 
tilt on its axis. This detail is why we have seasons and climates.  Without this tilt, we would 
either freeze to death or burn up. 
      To me, it takes more faith to believe that all of this just happened on its own (materialistic 
worldview – no outside force guiding creation by intelligent design) than to believe in a divine 
creator behind it.  “The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of 
God’s hands” (Psalm 19:1).  God is crying out.  Are we listening?  We need to keep our won-
der when it comes to God’s creation.  When you lose that sense of wonder, the easier it is to 
devalue life and even to destroy it with no hesitation.  We want to keep our awe of fireflies 

and lady bugs.  We want to view the stars and sunsets and recognize 
them as moments of worship.    
     Mark  

 

Welcome 
We pray you will be encouraged and uplifted 

as we join together in worship. 

2206 Tecoma Drive 
Knoxville, TN  37917 
865-523-1764 

Website:www.arlingtonchurchofchrist.org 

Arlington Friends 
Arlington Church of Christ Youth Group 

 
  

Saturday, March 11 
Option 1: serve breakfast at 
Knox Area Rescue Ministry 

Option 2: volunteer at a KARM 
store sorting clothing. 

See inside for details... 
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inform the Family of God 

Sunday, February 26, 2023 

Elders  

Mark Brackney Ph:   622-0376 
Leland Price Ph:   925-4424 
Danny Rider Ph:   705-9713 
Wayne Shannon  Ph:   742-0517 
Gregg Summers Ph:   223-4515 
 

Deacons  
Jason McDougal - YPYF/Vacation Bible School 
Bud Norris - Worship Participants 
Keith Tatum - Education/Picture Board/Family Camp 
Ronnie Weldon - Attendance/Communion Prep/Bldg 
 

Minister:         Mark Brackney Ph:   523-1764 

Associate Minister:  Tommy Drinnen 
 

Secretaries:   Becky Johnson Jennifer Tatum 
 

Missionaries:  Tom & Angie Langley - WEI 

 
Family Matters 

Fourth Sunday Fellowship Meal today 
following services.  All visitors are invit-
ed to join us for lunch. 
 

Pickle Ball, this Saturday, March 4,  
10 a.m., gym/fellowship hall. 

 

Church service op-
portunities coming 
up Saturday, March 

11.  We have two options for you to 
choose from.  First, we need a group of 
ten to help serve breakfast at Knox Area 
Rescue Ministry.  These ten need to be 
at the mission by 6 a.m.  We will serve 
from 6-7:45 a.m.  We also need a group 
to help volunteer at a KARM store sort-
ing clothing.  It will likely be from around 
9 a.m. to noon.  We will know soon 
which store we will be serving at.  If you 
would like to serve breakfast with Mark, 
let him know so he can send you a link 
that you will need to fill out in order to 
volunteer.  Also let Mark know if you can 
help sort clothing that morning.  Please 
wear your Arlington shirts to serve that 
day. 
 

Don’t Retire, Inspire - Senior servants 
will restart their monthly meetings Tues-
day, March 14, from 11 am to Noon, at 
the church building.  It will be a time of 
prayer, Bible study, service and fellow-
ship. 
 
 

 

Drop in Wedding Shower 
for Colby Coleman and  

Tiffany Martin  
at Sue Mink’s house April 22, 2 to 4 p.m. 

SERVING THE ASSEMBLY TODAY 
              @10:30 
Opening Prayer  Doug Riffey 
Communion    Leland Price 
Security               Ronnie Weldon 
      “                      Kelly Wachter 

Arlington Family: 
Our Sympathy is extended to…  
   the family of Tina Childress as they mourn  
   her passing last Sunday.  Please keep Tina’s  
   family in your prayers as they mourn, espe- 
   cially her brothers Sam and Jim and sister  
   Cindy.  There will be a celebration of Tina’s  
   life this coming Tuesday, 6 p.m., at the  
   church building 
   Mark Harper and family as they mourn the  
   passing of his mother, Minnie, last Thurs- 
   day 
   Ada Shannon and family as they mourn  
   the passing of Ada’s sister, Shorty.  Please  
   keep these families in your prayers 
Joddi Thomley recently tore her ACL and is  
   waiting to hear when she will have surgery 
Jessie Rutherford is recovering from COVID  
   pneumonia 
Suzanne Chapman  
Joe Croteau is in rm 113 at Fort Sanders NHC 
Barbara Hoff is dealing with long haul COVID 
John and Laura Burka  
Ben Cavin 
Deborah Davis  
Laurie Duncan 
Marge Percell 
Mark & Heather Percell  
Danny Rider 
Sheila Riggs 
George and Joyce Sanders 
Jennifer Tatum  
Ronnie Weldon 
 

Shut Ins:  Lynda Elliott    Tom & Anita Drinnen 

Friends and Family 
Please keep Jerry Arnwine, Doug Childers’  
   friend, in your prayers as he battles cancer 
David & Lori Tiller’s son-in-law, Harold Carter,  
   is recovering from heart surgery 
Lois Chapman, a friend of the Brackney’s, is  
   now at Select Specialty Hospital at Fort  
   Sanders and is beginning recovery.  She has  
   a long way to go in rehab as the nerves in  
   her body begin to wake up.  She thanks us  
   for our prayers 
Shirley Jarnigan has requested prayers for her  
   cousin 
Danny Davis requests prayers for his grand- 
   daughter 
Jessica Fort’s son, Liam Neary, is in the military  
   on active duty 
Cheryl Gifford-Cassidy fell and broke her leg 
Shirley Waggoner’s stepson, Danny, in Shel- 
   byville, has been diagnosed with prostate  
   cancer 
Becky Johnson’s cousin, Tony King, and his  
   wife, Sue, both have cancer 
Marge Percell’s son-in-law, Ken Snethen, has  
   cancer 
Caroline Stanton-Hill’s brother, Earl Werk- 
   heiser, is battling cancer and her sister, Stella  
   Cyphers, fell and is in the hospital. 
Marge Percell’s nephew, Dean Percell, has  
   been diagnosed with cancer 
Aleta Esau’s brother, Glenn Barber, has been  
   diagnosed with Lymphoma and is continuing  
   chemo therapy 

 
 
 
 

Happy  Birthday!! 

 
 
 
 
 

   Feb   26 Bruce McQuaig 
   Mar   1 Patrick Ramsey 
   Mar   5 Dominica Hunter 


