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Looking Forward 
     Something I have discovered about life is that everyone deep down enjoys 
meaningful work, good friends, and something to look forward to.  I doubt that 
will change as we continue on into eternity.  It is amazing to me how many 

people think of the eternal life to come with terms like boring.  They picture an endless wor-
ship service or sitting around and pretty much doing nothing.  Studies show that the average 
person upon reaching retirement, something many have been looking forward to their entire 
lives, end up dying within two to seven years of retirement.  Retirement ended up being bor-
ing and lonely. 
     If our eternal life to come after the resurrection is like retirement, lonely and boring, who 
would look forward to that?  If someone makes that remark to you, there is something you 
can say in response.  God and the life to come is anything but boring.  In eternity, our lives 
will be fully complete.  We will lack nothing.  We will be completely focused on perfectly loving 
God and loving all the people we get to enjoy the new heavens and earth with.  Jesus’ prayer 
will be fully realized – thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
     We want to look forward to what is in store for us.  Listen to what the Hebrew writer said 
about Abraham and his faith: “By faith he made his home in the promised land like a stranger 
in a foreign country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the 
same promise. For he was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and 
builder is God” (Hebrews 11:9-10).  God is the architect of our home.  God has built a house, 
the kingdom of God.  It is a kingdom being built right now and it will continue to be built until it 
is complete.   
     We will all take a final breath one day.  When we do so, we can be at peace knowing that 
we are going to our loving Father.  This is what helped Jesus go through the agony of the 
cross: “You heard me say, ‘I am going away and I am coming back to you.’ If you loved me, 
you would be glad that I am going to the Father, for the Father is greater than I” (John 14:28). 
     Read 2 Peter 3:10-14, and notice Peter’s attitude about the future.  Three times Peter us-
es the phrase “looking forward to.”  We are encouraged to live holy and godly lives as we 
look forward to the day of God.  The day of God will bring judgment and destruction and that 
is necessary for the new heaven and new earth to come.  But what exactly is this new heav-
en and new earth?  Well, if it is new, it is going to be different in some regard.   The heavens 
are where the spiritual forces are located as Paul describes it (Ephesians 5:12).  There are 
spiritual forces of good and spiritual forces of evil.  A big change in the new heavens is that 
those forces of evil will no longer be there.  Revelation tells us they will be destroyed in a lake 
of fire (Revelation 20:10).  
     The new earth comes after this present earth is destroyed.  That does not mean a com-
pletely new earth, but a recreated earth.  It is so exciting to think about the place we will live 
out the vast majority of our lives.  This is what gets me through tough days.  Our brief exist-

ence on this corrupted earth is really nothing.  Maybe this is why Paul 
said, “Seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the 
right hand of God” (Colossians 3:1).    Mark 
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Elders  

Mark Brackney Ph:   622-0376 
Leland Price Ph:   925-4424 
Danny Rider Ph:   705-9713 
Wayne Shannon  Ph:   742-0517 
Gregg Summers Ph:   223-4515 
 

Deacons  
Jason McDougal - YPYF/Vacation Bible School 
Bud Norris - Worship Participants 
Keith Tatum - Education/Picture Board/Family Camp 
Ronnie Weldon - Attendance/Communion Prep/Bldg 
 

Minister:         Mark Brackney Ph:   523-1764 

Associate Minister:  Tommy Drinnen 
 

Secretaries:   Becky Johnson Jennifer Tatum 
 

Missionaries:  Tom & Angie Langley - WEI 

 
Family Matters 

Small groups, tonight, 5 p.m.  Groups 
meet at the church building, the Brack-
ney/Wachter group will meet at the 
Wachter’s home, Stephen and Grace 
Brackney’s home, and the Price/Rider 
group will meet at the Price home. 
 

Men’s breakfast at Cracker Barrel, 
Thursday, Feb. 16, 8:30 a.m. 
 

Pickle Ball, this Saturday, Feb. 18,  
10 a.m., gym/fellowship hall. 
 

Winterfest, Friday-Sunday, Feb. 17-19.  
Please see Delinda Summers for details 
 

Fourth Sunday Fellowship Meal , Feb. 
26.  Please bring food and drinks to 
share.  All visitors are invited to join us 
for lunch. 
 

See Ada Shannon if you need a 2022 
tax form. 
____________________________________________________ 

 

The new chairs for the auditorium 
have been ordered.  They are $113 
per chair and we have ordered 220 
chairs.  If you are able to help finan-
cially, please give your check to one 
of the elders or in the contribution and 
you can note on the check in the memo 
line “chairs”.  It will take about ten weeks 
for the chairs to be built and arrive. 

 

If you know of a congregation that 
needs pews, please let Mark know.  If 
you have an interest in repurposing any 
of the pews, please let us know as well.  
Some people like to take old pews and 
use for furniture. 

SERVING THE ASSEMBLY TODAY 
              @10:30 
Opening Prayer  Richard Rucker 
Communion    David Tiller 
Security               Keith Tatum 
      “                      Bruce McQuaig 

Arlington Family: 
Betty Weaver’s husband, Delbert, and her  
   daughter, Tracy Hart, are both having  
   health issues  
Mark Harper’s mother, Minnie, is now at  
   home recovering from a heart attack 
Jessie Rutherford is recovering from COVID  
   pneumonia 
Doris Reeves is now living at Morning Pointe  
   of Powell, Room #302, 7700 Dannaher Dr.,  
   Powell, TN  37849.  She would love to have  
   visitors 
Suzanne Chapman  
Joe Croteau is in rm 113 at Fort Sanders NHC 
Tina Childress  
Barbara Hoff is dealing with long haul COVID 
John and Laura Burka  
Ben Cavin 
Deborah Davis  
Laurie Duncan 
Marge Percell 
Mark & Heather Percell  
Danny Rider 
Sheila Riggs 
George and Joyce Sanders 
Jennifer Tatum  
Ronnie Weldon 
 

Shut Ins:  Lynda Elliott    Tom & Anita Drinnen 

Friends and Family 
David & Lori Tiller’s son-in-law, Harold Carter,  
   is recovering from heart surgery 
Lois Chapman, a friend of the Brackney’s, is  
   now at Select Specialty Hospital at Fort  
   Sanders and is beginning recovery.  She has  
   a long way to go in rehab as the nerves in  
   her body begin to wake up.  She thanks us  
   for our prayers 
Shirley Jarnigan has requested prayers for her  
   cousin 
Danny Davis requests prayers for his grand- 
   daughter 
Jessica Fort’s son, Liam Neary, is in the military  
   on active duty 
Cheryl Gifford-Cassidy fell and broke her leg 
Shirley Waggoner’s stepson, Danny, in Shel- 
   byville, has been diagnosed with prostate  
   cancer 
Becky Johnson’s cousin, Tony King, and his  
   wife, Sue, both have cancer 
Marge Percell’s son-in-law, Ken Snethen, has  
   cancer 
Caroline Stanton-Hill’s brother, Earl Werk- 
   heiser, battling cancer. 
Marge Percell’s nephew, Dean Percell, has  
   been diagnosed with cancer 
Aleta Esau’s brother, Glenn Barber, has been  
   diagnosed with Lymphoma and is continuing  
   chemo therapy 

 
 
 
 
 

Happy  Birthday!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

   Feb   15 Barbara Hoff 
   Feb   17 Dorothy Langley 
   Feb   18 Sharon Galbreath 

  

  
  

 


