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Finish Strong 
     Steve Farrarr wrote the book, Finishing Strong.  He points out: “It doesn’t 
matter if you’ve had a great start in the Christian life, or a rough one. It doesn’t 
matter if you’ve stumbled time and again, or even fallen flat on your face. What 

matters most in this all-important race of life is how you finish.”   
     One of my main goals in life is to never quit the spiritual race.  I pray you never quit as 
well.  This reminds me of a little verse tucked into the last part of Paul’s letter to the church at 
Colossae.  “Tell Archippus: ‘See to it that you complete the ministry you have received in the 
Lord’” (Col. 4:17). 
     As long as you breathe air on this planet, God has a job for you.  You never retire from 
being a follower of Jesus, from living out the Jesus Creed – loving God and loving others.  
We all need to finish out what the Lord’s will started in your life.  I challenge you with this be-
cause many people have started things, but quit along the way.  It is hard for us to finish what 
we begin.   
     Jon Acuff wrote the book, Finish: Give Yourself the Gift of Done.  He said that of those 
who make New Year’s resolutions, studies show that 92 percent fail.  He said, “Every Janu-
ary, people start with hope and hype, believing that this will be the New Year that does in-
deed deliver a New You.  But though 100 percent start, only 8 percent finish” (New York: 
Penguin Random House, 2018, 2). 
     The Bible is full of the life stories of many men and women.  We discover that many, 
though they started off in a close relationship with God, ended up going their own way later in 
life.  I have read that only about thirty percent of those mentioned in the Bible stayed strong 
and walked with God with increasing intimacy.  Their lives bore out Psalm 92:12-14: “The 
righteous will flourish like a palm tree, they will grow like a cedar of Lebanon; planted in the 
house of the Lord, they will flourish in the courts of our God. They will still bear fruit in old 
age, they will stay fresh and green.” 
     We want to be like the thirty percent, those who finish strong.  The greatest example of a 
finisher we have in Scripture is Jesus: 
• “Jesus said to them, ‘My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to finish His work’” 
John 4:34). 
• “I have testimony weightier than that of John. For the works that the Father has given me to 
finish—the very works that I am doing—testify that the Father has sent me” (John 5:36). 
• “When he had received the drink, Jesus said, “It is finished.” With that, he bowed his head 
and gave up his spirit” (John 19:30). 
     Like Jesus, we want to finish the work that God has given us to do all the days of our lives.  
Let us live out what Paul declared to young Timothy before Paul’s execution: “I have fought 
the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Now there is in store for me the 
crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day—
and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing” (2 Timothy 4:7-8).  

Don’t ever quit in your spiritual race.  God will help you obtain victory 
and receive the crown of righteousness.  Finish strong!       Mark 

 

Welcome 
We pray you will be encouraged and uplifted 

as we join together in worship. 

2206 Tecoma Drive 
Knoxville, TN  37917 
865-523-1764 

Website:www.arlingtonchurchofchrist.org 

Arlington Friends 
Arlington Church of Christ Youth Group 
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Elders  

Mark Brackney Ph:   622-0376 
Leland Price Ph:   925-4424 
Danny Rider Ph:   705-9713 
Wayne Shannon  Ph:   742-0517 
Gregg Summers Ph:   223-4515 
 

Deacons  
Jason McDougal - YPYF/Vacation Bible School 
Bud Norris - Worship Participants 
Keith Tatum - Education/Picture Board/Family Camp 
Ronnie Weldon - Attendance/Communion Prep/Bldg 
 

Minister:         Mark Brackney Ph:   523-1764 

Associate Minister:  Tommy Drinnen 
 

Secretaries:   Becky Johnson Jennifer Tatum 
 

Missionaries:  Tom & Angie Langley - WEI 

 
Family Matters 

 

The church annual meeting is today 
following our morning worship.  Copies 
of the budget for 2023 will be made 
available. 
 

Pickle Ball, this Friday, Feb. 10,  
2 to 5 p.m., gym/fellowship hall. 
 

Church Service Project, Saturday, 
Feb. 11, 11 a.m.  We will be writing 
cards to take to the Serenity Woman’s 
Shelter and Knox Area Rescue Mis-
sion.  We will meet in the fellowship 
hall. 
 

Men’s breakfast at Cracker Barrel, 
Thursday, Feb. 16, 8:30 a.m. 
 

Winterfest, Friday-Sunday, Feb. 17-19.  
Please see Delinda Summers for details 
 

See Ada Shannon if you need a 2022 
tax form. 
____________________________________________________ 

 

The new chairs for the auditorium 
have been ordered.  They are $113 
per chair and we have ordered 220 
chairs.  If you are able to help finan-
cially, please give your check to one of 
the elders or in the contribution and you 
can note on the check in the memo line 
“chairs”.  It will take about ten weeks for 
the chairs to be built and arrive. 

 

If you know of a congregation that 
needs pews, please let Mark know.  If 
you have an interest in repurposing any 
of the pews, please let us know as well.  
Some people like to take old pews and 
use for furniture. 

SERVING THE ASSEMBLY TODAY 
              @10:30 
Opening Prayer  Danny Davis 
Communion    Gregg Summers 
Security               Mark Harper 
      “                      Bud Norris 

Arlington Family: 
Our Sympathy is extended to Heather Ream  
   and family as they mourn the death of her  
   mother following an extended illness 
Betty weaver’s husband, Delbert, and her  
   daughter, Tracy Hart, are both having  
   health issues  
Mark Harper’s mother, Minnie, is in rm 271  
   at Parkwest Hospital recovering from a  
   heart attack 
Jessie Rutherford is recovering from COVID  
   pneumonia 
Doris Reeves is now living at Morning Pointe  
   of Powell, Room #302, 7700 Dannaher Dr.,  
   Powell, TN  37849.  She would love to have  
   visitors 
Suzanne Chapman  
Joe Croteau is in rm 113 at Fort Sanders NHC 
Tina Childress is back in room 263 at NHC  
   Knoxville, 809 E. Emerald Avenue, Knox- 
   ville, TN 37917.  Her new room phone  
   number is 865-323-0190 
Barbara Hoff is dealing with long haul COVID 
John and Laura Burka  
Ben Cavin 
Deborah Davis  
Laurie Duncan 
Marge Percell 
Mark & Heather Percell  
Danny Rider 
Sheila Riggs 
George and Joyce Sanders 
Jennifer Tatum  
Ronnie Weldon 
 

Shut Ins:  Lynda Elliott   Tom & Anita Drinnen 

Friends and Family 
David & Lori Tiller’s son-in-law, Harold Carter,  
   is recovering from heart surgery 
Lois Chapman, a friend of the Brackney’s, is  
   now at Select Specialty Hospital at Fort  
   Sanders and is beginning recovery.  She has  
   a long way to go in rehab as the nerves in  
   her body begin to wake up.  She thanks us  
   for our prayers 
Shirley Jarnigan has requested prayers for her  
   cousin 
Danny Davis requests prayers for his grand- 
   daughter 
Jessica Fort’s son, Liam Neary, is in the military  
   on active duty 
Cheryl Gifford-Cassidy fell and broke her leg 
Shirley Waggoner’s stepson, Danny, in Shel- 
   byville, has been diagnosed with prostate  
   cancer 
Becky Johnson’s cousin, Tony King, and his  
   wife, Sue, both have cancer 
Marge Percell’s son-in-law, Ken Snethen, has  
   cancer 
Caroline Stanton-Hill’s brother, Earl Werk- 
   heiser, battling cancer. 
Marge Percell’s nephew, Dean Percell, has  
   been diagnosed with cancer 
Aleta Esau’s brother, Glenn Barber, has been  
   diagnosed with Lymphoma and is continuing  
   chemo therapy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy  Birthday!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   Feb    8 Patrick Ramsey 
   Feb    9 Kathy Campbell 

  

  
  


