
Arlington Church of Christ 

Our Mission: Connecting People to Jesus and one Another 
  
  

 

Living By Faith 
     I worked for several years on a high ropes course at the camp where I grew 
up in Michigan.  It was my job to help people of all ages overcome their fear of 
heights.  Even though you are securely attached to a safety line the entire time 

you are working obstacles in the canopy of trees, the brain has a way to paralyze you – in 
this case it is called a fear of heights.  It was so thrilling to see the countenance on people’s 
faces turn from fear to joy as they successfully navigated the various obstacles.  Some peo-
ple, however, would never consider a high ropes course.  For them, it is too risky.   
     When it comes to the topic of risk, most people think risk is negative and to be avoided at 
all costs.  But risk is a part of life.  In fact, it is a part of faith.  I am not saying every risk is 
worth taking.  You need to evaluate the risk – is this something that will help me grow, or is 
there true danger involved needlessly.  If a risk is not inherently evil and your fear is keeping 
you from opportunities for growth and a deeper faith, you are probably playing it too safe. 
     So, here is the challenge: Being a follower of Jesus in today’s world is not safe.  Jesus 
never intended it to be.  He told His followers, take up a cross and follow me.  A cross is an 
instrument of death.  Talk about risking your life.  In order for your dreams from God to be 
realized, you need to be able to take risks and step out in faith.  Consider some of those who 
stepped out in faith: 
• Moses did not play it safe when he returned to Egypt to confront Pharoah (Exodus 5:1). 
• Gideon did not play it safe when he dismissed all of his army but 300 men (Judges 7:7). 
• David did not play it safe when he stood up to Goliath (I Samuel 17:32). 
• Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego did not play it safe when they refused to bow down to a 
giant statue of an image of King Nebuchadnezzar (Danial 3:16-18). 
• Esther did not play it safe when she went before the king uninvited and even told her Uncle 
Mordecai, “If I perish, I perish” (Esther 4:16). 
• Peter did not play it safe when he stepped out of the fishing boat onto the waves to walk 
with Jesus (Matthew 14:29). 
• Paul did not play it safe when he preached to Governor Felix about “righteousness, self-
control, and the judgment to come” (Acts 24:25). 
     God never intended for us to play it safe in living out life in His kingdom and the dreams 
He has placed on our hearts.  Imagine if Nehemiah would have played it safe.  He never 
would have left the comforts of living in the king’s palace in Susa to go to the ruins of Jerusa-
lem and lead God’s people to rebuild the wall of Jerusalem in fifty-two days.  It was not with-
out challenges, but God gave him success.  Taking risks is a necessary thing for our lives at 
times.  What can help us in taking risks?  Take some time to read about the life of Caleb.  We 
only have thirty verses mentioning his life, but Caleb stepped out in faith when others would 
not and helped Israel conquer her enemies as they took possession of the promised land of 
Canaan (Numbers 13:21-22, 31-33; 14:1-3, 6-12, 24, 29-30, 36-38; 15:14; 32:11-12; Deut. 

1:36; Joshua 14:8-9, 14).   
      Mark  

 

Welcome 
We pray you will be encouraged and uplifted 

as we join together in worship. 

2206 Tecoma Drive 
Knoxville, TN  37917 
865-523-1764 

Website:www.arlingtonchurchofchrist.org 

Arlington Friends 
Arlington Church of Christ Youth Group 
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Seeking to edify, educate and 

inform the Family of God 

Sunday, January 15, 2023 

Elders  

Mark Brackney Ph:   622-0376 
Leland Price Ph:   925-4424 
Danny Rider Ph:   705-9713 
Wayne Shannon  Ph:   742-0517 
Gregg Summers Ph:   223-4515 
 

Deacons  
Jason McDougal - YPYF/Vacation Bible School 
Bud Norris - Worship Participants 
Keith Tatum - Education/Picture Board/Family Camp 
Ronnie Weldon - Attendance/Communion Prep/Bldg 
 

Minister:         Mark Brackney Ph:   523-1764 

Associate Minister:  Tommy Drinnen 
 

Secretaries:   Becky Johnson Jennifer Tatum 
 

Missionaries:  Tom & Angie Langley - WEI 

 
Family Matters 

 

Small groups will meet today 
at 5 p.m.  See Mark or Tommy 
for small group locations. 

 
REBOOT Recovery begins this 
Wednesday, Jan 18, 6 to 8 p.m.  Dinner 
will be served at 6 p.m.  Please see De-
linda Summers or Mark Harper for infor-
mation.  If you can help prepare dinner 
or help with childcare for one of the 12 
weeks, please sign up. 
 
The men will meet for breakfast at 
Cracker Barrel East Town (off Washing-
ton Pike) this Thurs., Jan. 19, 8:30 a.m. 

 
Fourth Sunday Fellowship Meal, Sun-
day, Jan. 22.  Please bring food and 
drinks to share.  For 
drinks, please bring 
cans, They work well 
and last longer in our 
new refrigerator cooler 

 
Area wide singing at the West 
End Church of Christ, Sunday, 
Jan. 29, 3 to 5 p.m. 
 
The church annual meeting will be 
Sunday, Feb. 5, after our morning wor-
ship.  Copies of the budget for 2023 will 
be made available. 
 

Please text or share with 
Mark the size of ACOC  
t-shirt you would like.   
We will be ordering soon. 

 

SERVING THE ASSEMBLY TODAY 
              @10:30 
Opening Prayer  Carroll Coomer 
Communion    Doug Riffey 
Security               Bill Gilliam 
      “                      Randy Riggs 

Arlington Family: 
Betty Weaver is recovering from a fall 
Sharon Galbreath is recovering from COVID  
Ada Shannon is recovering from hip replace- 
   ment surgery 
Suzanne Chapman  
Joe Croteau is at UT Hospital 
Tina Childress is back in room 263 at NHC  
   Knoxville, 809 E. Emerald Avenue, Knox- 
   ville, TN 37917.  Her new room phone  
   number is 865-323-0190 
Barbara Hoff is dealing with long haul COVID 
John and Laura Burka  
Ben Cavin 
Doug Childers 
Susan Collins and Owens family  
Deborah Davis  
Laurie Duncan 
Marge Percell 
Mark & Heather Percell  
Danny Rider 
Sheila Riggs 
George and Joyce Sanders 
Jennifer Tatum - started new chemotherapy 
Ronnie Weldon 
Shut Ins:  Lynda Elliott   Tom & Anita Drinnen 
 
 

It is hard to believe we are beginning our 
21st year with you all.  What a joy the last 
twenty years have been and look forward 
to our journey together in the years to 
come by God’s grace.  Thank you for your 

expressions and gifts of love to our family.   
We love each of you and are so grateful to 
call you our spiritual family. 
  Love, Mark and Christine 

Friends and Family 
Shirley Jarnigan has requested prayers for her  
   cousin 
Betty Weaver’s husband, Delbert, is in the  
   hospital with heart issues 
Danny Davis requests prayers for his grand- 
   daughter 
Jessica Fort’s son, Liam Neary, is in the military  
   on active duty 
Christine Brackney’s dad, Joe Campbell, is re- 
   covering from hip replacement surgery  
Cheryl Gifford-Cassidy fell and broke her leg 
Stan Johnson’s friend, Bill Paterson, has been  
   diagnosed with pancreatic cancer 
Shirley Waggoner’s stepson, Danny, in Shel- 
   byville, has been diagnosed with prostate  
   cancer 
Becky Johnson’s cousin, Tony King, and his  
   wife, Sue, both have cancer 
Marge Percell’s son-in-law, Ken Snethen, has  
   cancer 
Caroline Stanton-Hill’s brother, Earl Werk- 
   heiser, battling cancer. 
Marge Percell’s nephew, Dean Percell, has  
   been diagnosed with cancer 
Aleta Esau’s brother, Glenn Barber, has been  
   diagnosed with Lymphoma and is continuing  
   chemo therapy 

 
 
 
 
 

Happy  Birthday!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

   Jan    15 Bella Snowden 
   Jan    17 John Burka 
   Jan    17 David Giles 


