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Dreaming Prayer   

    As we begin a new year, I think it is a good time to think about what is next 
for our lives.  I believe God has big plans for us individually and collectively as 
His people.  We need to dream big and commit those dreams to God.  But 

when it comes to dreams, how do you know if the dream you have is something God has initi-
ated? This reminds me of Nehemiah.  An entire book in the Old Testament is committed to 
his life.  When I think of Nehemiah, the word “leader” comes to mind.  There are so many 
leadership qualities discovered in this book of the Bible bearing his name.  First, who was 
Nehemiah?  He was a Jewish man who ended up in captivity in Babylon and then the Persian 
Empire.  He was likely born in captivity.  When we hear from him, he is serving in the Persian 
court for the King in the city of Susa.  Susa was one thousand miles from Jerusalem, which 
was destroyed by the Babylonians in 586 BC.  For the past few years, displaced Hebrews 
were returning to Jerusalem from Persia to rebuild the temple and their homes.  As you can 
imagine, this was not a simple task.   
     I am sure there was much to be critical of and many things the Jews could have com-
plained about.  Probably each of you know someone that could be labeled a griper and com-
plainer.  It is easy to scrutinize and talk about all the problems in the world, but what we really 
need are people who will not just discuss a problem, but do something about it.  Nehemiah 
was someone who saw a problem, and instead of bellyaching about it or wallowing in grief, 
he took action.  Nehemiah knew God’s plan of redemption depended on the Jews living in the 
land of promise and having a temple where they could offer sacrifices as they awaited the 
coming of the Messiah.  
     One day, while Nehemiah was in the citadel of Susa, one of his brothers arrived from Je-
rusalem.  Nehemiah asked him about the Jewish remnant that had survived the exile and 
about the conditions in Jerusalem.  He responded, “Those who survived the exile and are 
back in the province are in great trouble and disgrace.  The wall of Jerusalem is broken 
down, and its gates have been burned with fire” (Nehemiah 1:3).  Before the exile, Israel had 
its own language, king, army, and identity.  Now it has none of these.  What the Jews lacked 
most was leadership, a godly leader.  There was no one to show them where to start and 
what direction to go as they tried to rebuild their city. 
     When Nehemiah heard these words from his brother, he wept.  But not only did he cry and 
fast, he prayed.  And with those prayers came a dream, that with God’s help he would be 
able to return to Jerusalem and help rebuild the walls of Jerusalem.  But this dream was very 
unlikely to happen from a human perspective.  Nehemiah was the personal cup bearer of the 
king and thus a trusted advisor.  The chances of King Artaxerxes actually letting Nehemiah 
leave and finance the trip was improbable.  But God had planted this dream in the heart of 
Nehemiah just as He plants dreams into our hearts.  Nehemiah did not come up with these 
dreams on his own.  His heart was receptive to the impressions God had placed on him.  A 

prayerful heart is a fertile heart for God’s divine plans.  So, as we begin 
this new year, pray for a fertile heart, that you might discover God’s 
dreams for your life this year and for the years to come.  Mark 

 

Welcome 
We pray you will be encouraged and uplifted 

as we join together in worship. 

2206 Tecoma Drive 
Knoxville, TN  37917 
865-523-1764 

Website:www.arlingtonchurchofchrist.org 

Arlington Friends 
Arlington Church of Christ Youth Group 
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Elders  

Mark Brackney Ph:   622-0376 
Leland Price Ph:   925-4424 
Danny Rider Ph:   705-9713 
Wayne Shannon  Ph:   742-0517 
Gregg Summers Ph:   223-4515 
 

Deacons  
Jason McDougal - YPYF/Vacation Bible School 
Bud Norris - Worship Participants 
Keith Tatum - Education/Picture Board/Family Camp 
Ronnie Weldon - Attendance/Communion Prep/Bldg 
 

Minister:         Mark Brackney Ph:   523-1764 

Associate Minister:  Tommy Drinnen 
 

Secretaries:   Becky Johnson Jennifer Tatum 
 

Missionaries:  Tom & Angie Langley - WEI 

 
Family Matters 

-Memorial service for John Nipper, Bet-
ty Weaver’s son, today at 3 p.m. at the 
building.  A dinner will follow for the fam-
ily.  
 

-Elders/Deacons meeting, Monday, 
Jan. 9, 7 p.m. 

 

-Pickleball will begin next Friday after-
noon from 2 to 5 p.m., and next Satur-
day morning.  See David and Charlotte 
Giles if you are interested in playing 
(865-680-5868) 

 

-Small groups will meet Sunday, Janu-
ary 15, at 5 p.m.  See Mark or Tommy 
for small group locations. 

 

-REBOOT Recovery begins, Wednes-
day, Jan 18, 6 to 8 p.m.  Dinner will be 
served at 6 p.m.  Please see Delinda 
Summers for information.  If you can 
help prepare dinner for one of the 12 
weeks, please sign up. 
 

-The men will meet for breakfast at 
Cracker Barrel East Town (off Washing-
ton Pike) on Thurs., Jan. 19, 8:30 a.m. 

 

-Fourth Sunday Fellowship Meal, 
Sunday, Jan. 22.  Please bring food and 
drinks to share.  For drinks, please bring 
cans, They work well and last longer in 
our new refrigerator cooler 

 

-Area wide singing at the West End 
Church of Christ, Sunday, Jan. 29,  
3 to 5 p.m. 

SERVING THE ASSEMBLY TODAY 
              @10:30 
Opening Prayer  Richard Rucker 
Communion    David Tiller 
Security               Keith Tatum 
      “                      Bruce McQuaig 

Arlington Family: 
Betty Weaver is recovering from a fall 
Sharon Galbreath is recovering from COVID  
Lily Price is recovering from oral surgery 
Ada Shannon is recovering from hip replace- 
   ment surgery 
Suzanne Chapman  
Joe Croteau is at UT Hospital 
Tina Childress is now in room 263 at NHC  
   Knoxville, 809 E. Emerald Avenue, Knox- 
   ville, TN 37917.  Her room phone number  
   is 865-474-6914 
Barbara Hoff is dealing with long haul COVID 
John and Laura Burka  
Ben Cavin 
Doug Childers 
Susan Collins and Owens family  
Deborah Davis  
Laurie Duncan 
Marge Percell 
Mark & Heather Percell  
Danny Rider 
Sheila Riggs 
George and Joyce Sanders 
Jennifer Tatum - started new chemotherapy 
Ronnie Weldon 
Shut Ins:  Lynda Elliott   Tom & Anita Drinnen 

 

It is hard to believe we are beginning our 
21st year with you all.  What a joy the last 
twenty years have been and look forward 
to our journey together in the years to 

come by God’s grace.  Thank you for your 
expressions and gifts of love to our family.   
We love each of you and are so grateful to 
call you our spiritual family. 
  Love, Mark and Christine 

Friends and Family 
Betty Weaver’s husband, Delbert, is in the  
   hospital with heart issues 
Danny Davis requests prayers for his grand- 
   daughter 
Jessica Fort’s son, Liam Neary, is in the military  
   on active duty 
John Fort’s sister, Lula Fort, is now in Shannon- 
   dale Health Care Center on Middlebrook  
   Pike, room 209 
Christine Brackney’s dad, Joe Campbell, is re- 
   covering from hip replacement surgery on  
   Tuesday, Nov.  29,  
Cheryl Gifford-Cassidy fell and broke her leg 
Stan Johnson’s friend, Bill Paterson, has been  
   diagnosed with pancreatic cancer 
Shirley Waggoner’s stepson, Danny, in Shel- 
   byville, has been diagnosed with prostate  
   cancer 
Becky Johnson’s cousin, Tony King, and his  
   wife, Sue, both have cancer 
Marge Percell’s son-in-law, Ken Snethen, has  
   cancer 
Caroline Stanton-Hill’s brother, Earl Werk- 
   heiser, battling cancer. 
Marge Percell’s nephew, Dean Percell, has  
   been diagnosed with cancer 
Aleta Esau’s brother, Glenn Barber, has been  
   diagnosed with Lymphoma and is continuing  
   chemo therapy 

 
 

Happy  Birthday!! 

 

   Jan    8 George Sanders 
   Jan   10 Tim Borg 
   Jan   11 Frank Combs 
   Jan   12 Ashley Gillispie 
   Jan   13 Marge Percell 
   Jan   15 Bella Snowden 


