
Arlington Church of Christ 

Our Mission: Connecting People to Jesus and one Another 
  
  

Thanksgiving Prayer 
     In a few weeks we will celebrate one of my favorite holidays – Thanksgiv-
ing.  In 1621, the Plymouth colonists and the Wampanoag shared an autumn 
harvest feast that is acknowledged today as one of the first Thanksgiving cele-

brations in the colonies. For more than two centuries, days of thanksgiving were celebrated 
by individual colonies and states. It wasn’t until 1863, in the midst of the Civil War, that Presi-
dent Abraham Lincoln proclaimed a national Thanksgiving Day to be held each November.  It 
is interesting to me that in the aftermath of the Civil War, when lives were in shambles, that 
Lincoln stressed the importance of giving thanks.  I believed Lincoln learned this importance 
from Scripture: “Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is 
God's will for you in Christ Jesus” (I Thessalonians 5:16-18). 
     Imagine if gratitude instead of discontentment had been present.  Their world would have 
been different.  If we choose gratitude over discontentment, our world will be different for the 
better.  When you begin to give thanks in everything, like Paul told the Thessalonians, well, 
your lousy day will start to look a little better.  When you hit the golf ball off the tee into the 
pond, you just made someone else’s golf game look good.  When your car gets a flat tire, 
give thanks that you even have a car and you don’t have to walk everywhere.  When your 
day is interrupted by someone or something, remember that Jesus did some pretty amazing 
things when his life was interrupted, and much thanks broke out. 
     An example of interruption leading to thanksgiving is found in Matthew 14. Jesus had just 
gotten word that John the Baptist was beheaded.  He was upset and needed some time 
alone to grieve and pray.  Instead of finding isolation and alone time, Jesus was interrupted 
by a large crowd.  What did Jesus do?  He didn’t tell them to go away.  He had compassion 
on them.  He loved them.  He ended up feeding them lunch with five loaves (little barley 
loaves) and two tiny fish (sardines).  “He took the five loaves and the two fish and, looking to 
heaven, he thanked God for the food” (Matthew 14:19). 
     Jesus was interrupted another time at a party by Mary.  She anointed Jesus with perfume 
out of gratitude for what Jesus had done for her.  When Jesus was around, thankfulness 
broke out all over the place.  Jesus was thankful, and the people who encountered Him were 
thankful.  Remember the time the disciples returned from their first mission trip.  Jesus re-
joiced, “I thank You, Father, Lord of heaven and earth” (Luke 10:21).  Be on the lookout for 
things to be grateful for.  When you look for blessings, you will find them.  When you look for 
things to criticize, you will find them as well. 
     All throughout your day, there will be so many things to be thankful for. Here are some of 
my thanksgivings: modern toilets, hot water, sinks, tooth paste, Dr. Pepper, pizza, college 
football, friends, family, spiritual family, God.  What would be on your list?  I challenge you to 
make a gratitude list often.  You will be blessed.  I do recognize that gratitude is a challenge 
for many people.  Some days it is a challenge for me.  But even in the tough moments of life, 

stop and consider all the true blessings God has given you.  This will 
protect you from a spirit of discontent and criticism.  Give continual 
thanks to God.     Mark 
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Welcome 
We pray you will be encouraged and uplifted 

as we join together in worship. 

2206 Tecoma Drive 
Knoxville, TN  37917 
865-523-1764 

Website:www.arlingtonchurchofchrist.org 

Arlington Friends 
Arlington Church of Christ Youth Group 
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Elders  

Mark Brackney Ph:   622-0376 
Leland Price Ph:   925-4424 
Danny Rider Ph:   705-9713 
Wayne Shannon  Ph:   742-0517 
Gregg Summers Ph:   223-4515 
 

Deacons  
Jason McDougal - YPYF/Vacation Bible School 
Bud Norris - Worship Participants 
Keith Tatum - Education/Picture Board/Family Camp 
Ronnie Weldon - Attendance/Communion Prep/Bldg 
 

Minister:         Mark Brackney Ph:   523-1764 

Associate Minister:  Tommy Drinnen 
 

Secretaries:   Becky Johnson Jennifer Tatum 
 

Missionaries:  Tom & Angie Langley - WEI 

 
Family Matters 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy  Birthday!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

   Nov    9 Bobbie Lynn Rider 
   Nov   13 Tyson Powell 

We have started a Grief Share small 
group each Wednesday night from 6 to 
7 pm. Please see Sharon Galbreath if 
interested in joining.  
 
The Brackney/Wachter small group 
will meet tonight at 5 p.m. at the home 
of the Wachter’s 
 
Small groups will meet on Sunday 
night, Nov. 13, 5 p.m.  See Mark, Tom-
my, or one of the elders for locations 
 
Senior Servants Trip, Tues., Nov. 15, 
to Country Tonight Christmas Show 
matinee.  See Edith Weldon or David 
Tiller for details and to sign up. 
 
The men will meet for breakfast at 
Cracker Barrell on Thursday, Nov. 17, 
8:30 a.m. (S. Mall Rd. off Millertown 
Pike). 
 
We will have a Thanksgiving Devo-
tional on Wednesday, Nov. 23, 7 p.m. 
 
We will not have our fourth Sunday  
meals in November or December due to 
Thanksgiving and Christmas 
 
Arlington Christmas 
banquet, Saturday, Dec. 
10, 4 p.m.  Please bring 
food and drinks to share. 
 
 
 

 

SERVING THE ASSEMBLY TODAY 
              @10:30 
Opening Prayer  Danny Davis 
Communion    Leland Price 
Security               Bud Norris 
      “                      Mark Harper 

Arlington Family: 
Ben Cavin came home from the hospital  
   with IV antibiotic treatments. 
John Hoff is home recovering from surgery 
Suzanne Chapman is dealing with health  
   issues and needs our prayers  
Joe Croteau is now in rehab at NHC Fort  
   Sanders.  Please pray Joe’s mobility will  
   improve 
Sue Childers is now at NHC    
Barbara Hoff is dealing with long haul COVID 
John and Laura Burka  
Deborah Davis  
Laurie Duncan 
David Giles 
Marge Percell 
Mark & Heather Percell  
Danny Rider 
Sheila Riggs 
George Sanders 
Jennifer Tatum 
Clovis Taylor  
Betty Weaver 
Ronnie Weldon  
 

Missionaries: 
Tom & Angie Langley 
 

Shut Ins: 
Lynda Elliott         Tom & Anita Drinnen 

Friends and Family 
Marcia Thornton’s daughter, Emily, is in the 
hospital in Memphis and they are running 
tests 
Ashley Gillispie’s dad had emergency surgery  
   and is now home recovering 
Dan Chapman’s manager, Jason Powell’s  
   mother, Kathy Pittman, shattered her left leg 
Please pray for Leeann Johnson, a friend and  
   coworker of Sue Bivens, who has stage 4  
   cancer 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
--We will be preparing a Spaghetti lunch 
and serving to the residents at Northgate 
Terrace on Sunday, Nov. 20, 1 p.m.  Sue 
Mink is organizing this event.  Please let 
her know if you can help.  We will need 
cooks, servers, and greeters 
 
--Creekview Health and Rehabilitation, 
less than a mile from our church building 
(3300 N. Broadway) , has asked our 
church to adopt their facility and resi-
dents for Christmas.  Many of their 70 
residents do not have family in the area 
and are low income.  A list of items they 
would like for us to collect to give as gifts 
include: blankets, books, stuffed animals, 
lotions, toiletries, pens, socks, puzzles, 
stationary, slippers, puzzle books, and pa-
jamas (I can give you sizes).  You can 
place the items in Mark’s office or the bin 
in the lobby.  We will collect items until 
Sunday, Dec. 4. 

 


