
Arlington Church of Christ 

Our Mission: Connecting People to Jesus and one Another 
  
  

A Good Father 

 

    I love the lyrics to the song, “Good, Good Father,” by Chris Tomlin.  The re-
frain has these words:  
You're a good, good Father 

It's who You are, it's who You are, it's who You are 
And I'm loved by You 
It's who I am, it's who I am, it's who I am 

These words are so true.  We have a good Father who loves us.  That fact should affect the 
way we approach God.  We have an approachable God who invites us to come into His pres-
ence and communicate with Him in prayer. 
     Jesus had just spent time in prayer, and His disciples noticed something about Jesus’ 
prayer life that was missing from theirs.  They knew that John the Baptist’s followers spent 
time in prayer and that John had done some of his own teaching to help his followers pray.  
So, they ask Jesus for help: “Lord, teach us how to pray” (Luke 11:1).  Jesus then taught His 
disciples to begin their prayers by saying, “Our Father in heaven” (Matthew 6:9), or “Father, 
hallowed be your name” (Luke 11:2). The actual word in Aramaic for “Father” is “Abba.”  
Abba is an intimate Aramaic word for “dad.”  This is the name a child used to address their 
dad in the first century.  Jesus invited His followers to approach God like a child does to his or 
her daddy.  In other words, there is no dress code or secret formula of words you have to use 
in order to get God’s attention.  Daddy is enough, and actually desired.  Jesus would say later 
in Matthew: “Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like little children, you will never 
enter the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 18:3). 
      What is it about children that God wants us to become like?  Well, they are curious, excit-
able, playful, full of joy, forget greatness, trusting, and carefree.  They make many requests 
and accept whatever gift they are given – be it an empty box or a bike.  God wants us to 
come to Him like a child would.  I think the simplicity and intimacy of “daddy” can also help 
keep us from pride.   
     Prayer is not about showing off or making ourselves look good.  It is all about God.  Earlier 
in Matthew, Jesus said: “When you pray, don’t be like the hypocrites.  They love to stand in 
the synagogues and on the street corners and pray so people will see them.  I tell you the 
truth, they already have their full reward” (Matthew 6:5).  Who were these hypocrites standing 
on the street corners praying?  They were the religious leaders.  They loved to make a show 
out of prayer time.  This play-acting made Jesus sick.  Jesus went on: “When you pray, you 
should go into your room and close the door and pray to your Father who cannot be seen.  
Your Father can see what is done in secret, and He will reward you” (Matthew 6:6). 
     This likely shocked Jesus’ followers.  They thought prayer was something reserved for 
special people in special places, like the priests in the temple.  They thought ordinary folk like 
farmers and fishermen couldn’t have that kind of access to the all-powerful God.  Jesus said 

differently.  You can have access to God in your closet.  Go there, close 
the door, and talk to your good Father.  How blessed we are to have 
access anytime, anyplace with our heavenly Daddy.       Mark 
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Welcome 
We pray you will be encouraged and uplifted 

as we join together in worship. 

2206 Tecoma Drive 
Knoxville, TN  37917 
865-523-1764 

Website:www.arlingtonchurchofchrist.org 

Arlington Friends 
Arlington Church of Christ Youth Group 

 
  

 

 

 



Arlington Family Pages 
Seeking to edify, educate and 

inform the Family of God 

Sunday, September 25, 2022 

Elders  

Mark Brackney Ph:   622-0376 
Leland Price Ph:   925-4424 
Danny Rider Ph:   705-9713 
Wayne Shannon  Ph:   742-0517 
Gregg Summers Ph:   223-4515 
 

Deacons  
Jason McDougal - YPYF/Vacation Bible School 
Bud Norris - Worship Participants 
Keith Tatum - Education/Picture Board/Family Camp 
Ronnie Weldon - Attendance/Communion Prep/Bldg 
 

Minister:         Mark Brackney Ph:   523-1764 

Associate Minister:  Tommy Drinnen 
 

Secretaries:   Becky Johnson Jennifer Tatum 
 

Missionaries:  Tom & Angie Langley - WEI 

 
Family Matters 

 
 
 
 
 

Happy  Birthday!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

   Sept   30 Shirley Waggoner 
   Sept   30 Doug Childers 
   Oct     2 Joshua Brackney 

Fourth Sunday Fellowship is today 
following services.  All visitors are invit-
ed to join us for lunch upstairs in the fel-
lowship hall. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Small groups, Sunday, Oct. 9, 5 p.m.  
See Mark or Tommy for a location.  The 
Brackney/Wachter small group will meet 
on Oct. 16. 
 
Arlington will be preparing and serv-
ing dinner at the Christian Student 
Center on the UT Campus on Wed., 
Oct. 12.  We will meet there at 5:30 p.m. 
to prepare the meal.  Please let Mark or 
Dorothy know if you can help. 
 
Brackney/Wachter small group, Sun., 
Oct. 16, 5 p.m., at the Wachter’s. 
 
Men’s breakfast at Cracker  
Barrel, Millertown Pike, Thurs., 
Oct. 20, 8:30 a.m. 
 
Trunk or Treat outreach event, Mon., 
Oct. 31, 5:30 to 7 p.m.  Please dress up, 
bring candy, and decorations for a table 

on the front lawn weather per-
mitting.  If inclement weather, 
we will move indoors.  We 
need help with food and drink 
servers. 

SERVING THE ASSEMBLY TODAY 
              @10:30 
Opening Prayer  John Fort 
Communion    Wayne Shannon 
Security               Keith Tatum 
      “                      Bruce McQuaig 

 
Arlington Family: 
Bobbie Cole is home recovering from surgery  
Janie Johnson is recovering from rotator cuff  
   surgery 
Joe Croteau is now in rehab at NHC Fort  
   Sanders.  Please pray Joe’s mobility will  
   improve 
Sue Childers is now at NHC    
Kathie Klink is having heart and breathing  
   issues 
Barbara Hoff is dealing with long haul COVID 
John and Laura Burka  
Deborah Davis  
Laurie Duncan 
David Giles 
Marge Percell 
Mark & Heather Percell  
Danny Rider 
Sheila Riggs 
George Sanders 
Jennifer Tatum 
Clovis Taylor  
Betty Weaver 
Ronnie Weldon  

 
Missionaries: 
Tom & Angie Langley 
 
Shut Ins: 
Lynda Elliott         Tom & Anita Drinnen 
 

Friends and Family 
Bob and Kathy Campbell’s great nephew, Perry  
   Stevens, has had a stroke and is in UT  
   Hospital.  He is only 31 
Please pray for Leeann Johnson, a friend and  
   coworker of Sue Bivens, who has stage 4  
   cancer 
Diana Yarborough’s brother-in-law, Paul Beck,  
   is very sick and needs prayers for healing 
Lisa Potter’s aunt, Beth Nicholas, is in a nurs- 
   ing home following a stroke that has left her  
   needing full-time care 
Shirley Waggoner’s stepson, Danny, in Shel- 
   byville, has been diagnosed with prostate  
   cancer 
Becky Johnson’s cousin, Tony King, and his  
   wife, Sue, both have cancer 
Marge Percell’s son-in-law, Ken Snethen, has  
   cancer 
Caroline Stanton-Hill’s brother, Earl Werk- 
   heiser, battling cancer. 
Kim and Danny Jones’ friend, Pam Baltrip, has  
   been diagnosed with metastatic ovarian  
   cancer 
Marge Percell’s nephew, Dean Percell, has  
   been diagnosed with cancer 
Diana Yarborough’s friend, Janie Watkins, is  
   battling cancer 
Aleta Esau’s brother, Glenn Barber, has been  
   diagnosed with Lymphoma and has started  
   chemo therapy 
 

 


