
Arlington Church of Christ 

Our Mission: Connecting People to Jesus and one Another 
  
  

The Worship Assembly 
    Since Emperor Constantine declared Christianity to be legal and the official 
religion of the Roman Empire, the meeting place for Christians moved from 
the home to church buildings.  Something we must wrestle with is if the house 

church was a divinely-intended arrangement or a historical happening due to economic ne-
cessity, persecution, or the lack of available meeting places.  Could it be that God knew the 
type of worship you could experience would be different from that in a building?  Was the inti-
macy of the home what God intended for the church? 
     We know the Jews met in the temple.  It was large and this makes sense because you 
needed space for the priests and Levites to spread out and prepare sacrifices and to facilitate 
all of the worshippers coming to present sacrifices.  But this was not needed in the early 
church.  Every follower of Jesus is called a priest.  We offer our sacrifices through our high 
priest, Christ (Hebrews 9:11-14).  We are the new temple in which the Holy Spirit makes his 
dwelling: “Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells 
in your midst?” (I Corinthians 3:16). 
     So, the need for much space and many sacrifices was no longer needed for worship.  But 
what about the synagogue?  Paul usually made his way there in each city before he did any-
thing else.  The synagogue of the first century was focused more on teaching and preaching 
than on the kind of table fellowship practiced by the early church.  The disciples did meet in 
the synagogue to study and debate the scriptures with other Jews (and even a few curious 
Greeks), but table fellowship, the Lord’s Supper, took place in homes.  Also, the house 
church was a place for teaching and edification, even late into the night (Acts 20:8).   
     Jesus taught in the temple, synagogue, and the home.  Jesus once went to the home of 
Matthew for a banquet and he ended up teaching the parables of the lost sheep, the lost coin, 
and the lost son (Luke 5:29-32; 15:1-32).  Another time Jesus went to eat at a home, but a 
huge crowd showed up so he taught (Mark 3:20-34).  At another occasion, Jesus was at a 
home teaching crowds and a paralytic was let down through the roof (Luke 5:17-19).  This 
begs the question, is there something about the home that facilitates not only hospitality but 
an open heart?  In what setting is personal evangelism most effective? 
     There are over 350,000 places of worship in America.  We assumed if you build it, people 
will come.  But as we are now in a post-modern or even post-Christian era, this is not true 
anymore.  In England, only 2% of the population went to worship last Sunday.  The US is 
heading quickly in that direction.  For example, in America, only 22% of our population wor-
ships weekly.  Sunday is no longer reserved as a worship and family day like it was for many 
years. Most churches are also growing older and smaller.  92% have less than 200 members.  
The average Sunday attendance nationwide is ninety-four.  More than half the congregations 
in the country average only thirty-four members.  And young people are not coming or stay-
ing. Churches are literally dying.  Why?  The church must get back to its roots of having more 
personal contact and intimacy, like that found in a home.  My opinion is that we need to get 

out of our buildings on a more regular basis and back into our homes.  
       Mark 
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Welcome 
We pray you will be encouraged and uplifted 

as we join together in worship. 

2206 Tecoma Drive 
Knoxville, TN  37917 
865-523-1764 

Website:www.arlingtonchurchofchrist.org 

Arlington Friends 
Arlington Church of Christ Youth Group 

 
  

 

 

 



Arlington Family Pages 
Seeking to edify, educate and 

inform the Family of God 

Sunday, August 28, 2022 

Elders  

Mark Brackney Ph:   622-0376 
Leland Price Ph:   925-4424 
Danny Rider Ph:   705-9713 
Wayne Shannon  Ph:   742-0517 
Gregg Summers Ph:   223-4515 
 

Deacons  
Jason McDougal - YPYF/Vacation Bible School 
Bud Norris - Worship Participants 
Keith Tatum - Education/Picture Board/Family Camp 
Ronnie Weldon - Attendance/Communion Prep/Bldg 
 

Minister:         Mark Brackney Ph:   523-1764 

Associate Minister:  Tommy Drinnen 
 

Secretaries:   Becky Johnson Jennifer Tatum 
 

Missionaries:  Tom & Angie Langley - WEI 

 
Family Matters 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy  Birthday!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   Aug   30 Jess Waggoner 
   Aug    31 Judy Baker 

 

Fourth Sunday Fellowship 
is today.  All visitors are  
invited to join us for lunch. 
 
 

 

Moriah Shannon and  

Spencer Rhines  

wedding, Saturday,  

September 3, 5 p.m. 

 

Everyone is invited to the Brackney 
home, Sunday night, Sept. 11, 5 p.m.  
Please bring lawn 
chairs, finger foods, and 
drinks to share.  We will 
also have our annual 
corn hole tournament, so bring corn hole 
boards if you have them. 
 

Elders/Deacons Meeting, Monday, 
Sept. 12, 7 p.m. 
 

Men will meet for breakfast at Cracker 
Barrel (South Mall Road/Millertown 
Pike) on Thursday, Sept. 15, 8:30 a.m. 
 

We are encouraging those joining us at 
home for the Wednesday night Bible 
Study to start watching it on our 
YouTube live stream or Arlington 
Church Facebook Live stream.  We are 
making this change due to watching  
in-class video clips.  The sound/volume 
is better on Facebook Live or YouTube. 

SERVING THE ASSEMBLY TODAY 
              @10:30 
Opening Prayer  Joshua Brackney 
Communion    Dann Chapman 
Security               Keith Tatum 
      “                      Bruce McQuaig 

 
Arlington Family: 
Cindy Wallace’s mom, Bobbie Cole, has been  
   diagnosed with cancer and is looking at  
   treatment options 
Joe Croteau is home recovering from back  
   surgery 
Betty Weaver is recovering from a car  
   accident 
Sue Childers is now at NHC    
Kathie Klink is having heart and breathing  
   issues 
Barbara Hoff is dealing with long haul COVID 
John and Laura Burka  
Deborah Davis  
Laurie Duncan 
David Giles 
Marge Percell 
Mark & Heather Percell  
Danny Rider 
Sheila Riggs 
George Sanders 
Jennifer Tatum 
Clovis Taylor  
Betty Weaver 
Ronnie Weldon  

 

 

Missionaries: 
Tom & Angie Langley 
 
 
Shut Ins: 
Lynda Elliott         Tom & Anita Drinnen 

Friends and Family 
Diana Yarborough’s brother-in-law, Paul Beck,  
   is very sick and needs prayers for healing 
Tracy Hart’s daughter, Carly Weaver, is in the  
   hospital 
Joyce Sanders granddaughter, Tiffany, and her  
   great grandson, Aiden, both have MS and  
   are doing poorly 
Shirley Jarnigan has requested prayers for her  
   88-year old aunt who fell and fractured  
   three ribs.  Also, her cousin’s boyfriend,  
   Stevie, was injured in a motorcycle accident  
   and is in UT Hospital. 
Lisa Potter’s aunt, Beth Nicholas, is in the hos- 
   pital after a fall and a mini stroke 
Shirley Waggoner’s stepson, Danny, in Shel- 
   byville, has been diagnosed with prostate  
   cancer 
Becky Johnson’s cousin, Tony King, and his  
   wife, Sue, both have cancer 
Marge Percell’s son-in-law, Ken Snethen, has  
   cancer 
Caroline Stanton-Hill’s brother, Earl Werk- 
   heiser, battling cancer. 
Kim and Danny Jones’ friend, Pam Baltrip, has  
   been diagnosed with metastatic ovarian  
   cancer 
Marge Percell’s nephew, Dean Percell, has  
   been diagnosed with cancer 
Diana Yarborough’s friend, Janie Watkins, is  
   battling cancer 
Aleta Esau’s brother, Glenn Barber, has been  
   diagnosed with Lymphoma and has started  
   chemo therapy 

 


