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A Spiritual Mind About Drinking 
 

      The wine, beer, and liquor industry are a multi-billion dollar one.  The fun-
niest commercials on TV are usually the beer commercials.  The ad agencies 
pour tons of money into marketing and sales to get you to drink their product.  

The commercials usually show everyone having a good time.  No doubt, drinking brings a 
happy heart for many.  But it also brings tragedy.  Excessive alcohol use was responsible for 
more than 140,000 deaths in the United States each year during 2015–2019, or more than 
380 deaths per day. These estimates are from the CDC’s Alcohol-Related Disease Impact 
(ARDI) application.  Traffic related alcohol deaths account for nearly half of all car crash fatal-
ities. Most of the victims are between the ages of 16 and 33. And here is a scary stat.  Half of 
all Americans surveyed admit that they have driven drunk at least once in their lives. 
     What does the Bible say about the consumption of alcohol?  I have heard some Bible 
teachers say that when the Bible talks about wine, it is talking about grape juice.  Is that true?  
No, that is not true.  Grape juice wasn’t invented until 1869 by the Methodist minister Dr. 
Thomas Welch.  It doesn’t take long for grape juice to ferment, around six weeks or less de-
pending on the process that is used to make wine.  Every time the Bible speaks of wine, it is 
wine.  It is true that at times wine was mixed with water to dilute it or purify it from contami-
nates.  Isaiah wrote: “Your choice wine is diluted with water” (Isaiah 1:22). In this passage, 
wicked people were diluting the wine in order to make more money. 
    Wine was part of the diet of ancient people.  There were not many options back then.  This 
is why the Bible is clear that drunkenness is wrong, because it was assumed people would 
drink wine.  Many verses speak about drunkenness: 
“Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery” (Eph. 5:18). “Wine is a mocker and 
beer a brawler; whoever is led astray by them is not wise” (Proverbs 20:1). “Do not join those 
who drink too much wine or gorge themselves on meat, for drunkards and gluttons become 
poor, and drowsiness clothes them in rags” (Proverbs 23:20).  “It is not for kings, O Lemuel – 
not for kings to drink wine, not for rulers to crave beer, lest they drink and forget what the law 
decrees, and deprive all the oppressed of their rights” (Proverbs 31:4-5).  In speaking of qual-
ifications for elders, they are “not given to drunkenness” (I Timothy 3:3).   
The acts of the sinful nature include drunkenness (Galatians 5:21). I Cor. 6:10 records that no 
drunkard can inherit the kingdom of God. The good news is verse 11: “And that is what some 
of you were.  But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the 
Lord Jesus Christ by the Spirit of our God” (I Cor. 6:11). Drunkenness led to incest as record-
ed in Genesis 19. Violence, poverty, and foolishness all come from overindulgence of alco-
hol. 
    The reasons for getting drunk are many.  Some people drink to escape problems.  Some 
drink because they are addicted.  Others overindulge due to social pressure and dares.  
Whatever the reason, it is never right nor justified in Scripture.  If one chooses to drink, it 

must be done with moderation, like most things in life, including food, as 
gluttony is also listed as a sin.  Moderation is the key with so many choices 
in life.         Mark 
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Welcome 
We pray you will be encouraged and uplifted 

as we join together in worship. 

2206 Tecoma Drive 
Knoxville, TN  37917 
865-523-1764 

Website:www.arlingtonchurchofchrist.org 

Arlington Friends 
Arlington Church of Christ Youth Group 

 
  

 

School supplies needed at Sarah Moore 
Greene and Christenberry Elementary:  

 

crayons-24 packs, colored pencils, glue sticks, 
Fiskar scissors, packs of pencil top erasers,  

pink erasers, pencils, pencil pouches,  
black dry erase markers,   folders w/prongs, 

packs of binder dividers,   1 inch binders,  
quart-size baggies, gallon size baggies,  

Clorox wipes,  hand sanitizer,  
boxes of tissue,   pens-blue, red, black,  

70 sheet spiral notebooks-wide rule,  
70 sheet spiral notebooks-college rule, loose 
leaf paper-college rule, index cards-3x5 lined 



Arlington Family Pages 
Seeking to edify, educate and 

inform the Family of God 

Sunday, August 7, 2022 

Elders  

Mark Brackney Ph:   622-0376 
Leland Price Ph:   925-4424 
Danny Rider Ph:   705-9713 
Wayne Shannon  Ph:   742-0517 
Gregg Summers Ph:   223-4515 
 

Deacons  
Jason McDougal - YPYF/Vacation Bible School 
Bud Norris - Worship Participants 
Keith Tatum - Education/Picture Board/Family Camp 
Ronnie Weldon - Attendance/Communion Prep/Bldg 
 

Minister:         Mark Brackney Ph:   523-1764 

Associate Minister:  Tommy Drinnen 
 

Secretaries:   Becky Johnson Jennifer Tatum 
 

Missionaries:  Tom & Angie Langley - WEI 

 
Family Matters 

 

Happy  Birthday!! 

 

   Aug    8 Brandon Kitts 
   Aug   10 Jessica Toney 
   Aug   11 Gregg Summers 
   Aug   12 Billie Wright 
   Aug   13 Angie Simon 
   Aug   13 Doris Reeves 
   Aug   14 Suzanne Riffey  

This Monday, August 8th, 2 p.m., 
help is needed to gather and pack 
school supplies for our Middle and 
High School kids at Hope Central. 
 
Small groups, Sunday, Aug. 14, 5 p.m.  
See Mark or Tommy for small group lo-
cations. 
 
Men’s breakfast at Shoney’s on Thurs., 
Aug 18, 8:30 a.m. 
 
Fourth Sunday Fellowship, Sunday, 
August 28.  Please 
bring food and drinks 
to share.  All visitors 
are invited to join us 
for lunch. 
 
 

Moriah Shannon and  

Spencer Rhines  

wedding, Saturday,  

September 3, 5 p.m. 

 

SERVING THE ASSEMBLY TODAY 
              @10:30 
Opening Prayer  Doug Riffey 
Communion    Leland Price 
Security               Bill Gilliam 
      “                      Randy Riggs 

Arlington Family: 
Cindy Wallace’s mom, Bobbie Cole, is waiting  
   on test results 
Joe Croteau is recovering from back surgery 
Sue Childers is now at NHC    
Kathie Klink is having heart and breathing  
   issues 
Barbara Hoff is dealing with long haul COVID 
John and Laura Burka  
Deborah Davis  
Laurie Duncan 
David Giles 
Marge Percell 
Mark & Heather Percell  
Danny Rider 
Sheila Riggs 
George Sanders 
Clovis Taylor is having back problems 
Betty Weaver 
Ronnie Weldon  

 
Missionaries: 
Tom & Angie Langley 
 
Shut Ins: 
Lynda Elliott             Doris Hightower 
Tom & Anita Drinnen 

Friends and Family 
Prayers for Ukraine 
Shirley Jarnigan has requested prayers for her  
   88-year old aunt who fell and fractured  
   three ribs.  Also, her cousin’s boyfriend,  
   Stevie, was injured in a motorcycle accident  
   and is in UT Hospital. 
Kathy Campbell’s brother, Chuck, is safe but  
   lost all of his belongings due to the flooding  
   in Kentucky 
Lisa Potter’s aunt, Beth Nicholas, is in the hos- 
   pital after a fall and a mini stroke 
Michaela Daulton, Rory and Dawson’s step- 
   mom is pregnant and having complications.   
   They would very much appreciate our pray- 
   ers and support 
Tyson Powell’s great-grandfather passed away.   
   Please keep the Powell/Clark family in your  
   prayers 
Carolyn Stanton-Hill’s sister, Helen Lozier, is  
   recovering from being in a car accident  
   where her leg was broken 
Christa Alford asks for prayers for strength and  
   healing 
Stan Johnson’s co-worker, Cristie West, is  
   suffering from heart issues 
Adrian Marsh is recovering from surgery  
   where they removed bone cancer from his  
   femur 
Caroline Stanton-Hill requests prayers for her  
   friend, Glen Lorish, Sr. who is recovering  
   from surgery 
Shirley Waggoner’s stepson, Danny, in Shel- 
   byville, has been diagnosed with prostate  
   cancer 
Becky Johnson’s cousin, Tony King, and his  
   wife, Sue, both have cancer 
Janie Johnson’s neighbor’s mom, Kim Phillips,  
   has serious health problems 
 

Our Sympathy is extended … 
 

to Michelle Cutler and family as 
they mourn the death of 
Michelle’s mother, Madeline  
Bandy, last week.  Please keep Maynard 
and the Cutler family in your prayers 


