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Tommy’s Thoughts... 
 

In Acts 16, we have the story of the first church established in Europe.  It was founded in the city of 

Philippi by Paul and his companions, Silus and Timothy.  We are told there that Paul went to the river 

there to look for a place of prayer. There was not a synagogue in that city because it likely had a very 

small Jewish population.  This city was a Roman colony and was filled with retired Roman military 

veterans, as Augustus had designated this city to be a place for such men.  It was no doubt filled with 

Roman culture  and everything a person who had given their life to military service in Rome could ev-

er want.  There was a stadium, an amphitheater,  baths, and temples to the gods, and at the center of it 

all was the growing Emperor cult.   

 

Augustus had been designated a god and a savior who had brought order and peace to the lives of the 

citizens and those ruled after him carried the designation “son of god.”  In other words,  Rome ruled 

heaven and earth and Philippi was a perfect picture of the rewards that came with lifelong service to 

Rome.  

 

Paul had recently tried to go deeper into Asia Minor but had been led by the Spirit in the direction of 

Philippi. He saw a vision of a man in Acts 16 from Macedonia who pleaded with Paul to come and 

help them.   Paul, the apostle to the Gentiles,  obeyed  and was about to get a taste of what was to come 

when the power of THE Son of God meets the power of the son of god; when the power of THE Sav-

ior meets a so-called savior.   

 

At the place of prayer Paul taught the message of Jesus and Lydia, a businesswoman in Philippi, re-

sponds and is baptized.  Paul and Silas continue to preach at that spot and others come to know Jesus 

as the true King.   However, an annoying fortuneteller keeps following them around and shouting out 

who they are and what they are doing and, finally, Paul has had enough…he turns around and orders 

the demon out of this woman.  And, then the trouble begins… 

 

The owners of the slave girl are not happy that their business has just lost its most valuable asset and 

they report Paul and Silas to the leaders and they are immediately arrested and beaten and end up in 

jail.  We are told they worship God in prison in song and during that singing, an earthquake shakes the 

entire structure and loosens the chains of the prisoners.  The Roman officer rushes in to see doors off 

their hinges and assumes that the prisoners have all run away and he prepares to kill himself to save he 

and his family the embarrassment of his failure to do his duty.  470 

 

Paul tells him to stop, tells him the story of Jesus and he and his family are baptized and join this little 

church.  The true King, the true Son of God, the true Savior, begins to capture this Roman colony in 

the name of love and in the name of God.   
 

This morning, lets listen to the letter that Paul wrote to this church and hear more of 

the story… 
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Welcome 
We pray you will be encouraged and uplifted 

as we join together in worship. 

2206 Tecoma Drive 
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Website:www.arlingtonchurchofchrist.org 

Arlington Friends 
Arlington Church of Christ Youth Group 
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Elders  

Mark Brackney Ph:   622-0376 
Leland Price Ph:   925-4424 
Danny Rider Ph:   705-9713 
Wayne Shannon  Ph:   742-0517 
Gregg Summers Ph:   223-4515 
 

Deacons  
Jason McDougal - YPYF/Vacation Bible School 
Bud Norris - Worship Participants 
Keith Tatum - Education/Picture Board/Family Camp 
Ronnie Weldon - Attendance/Communion Prep/Bldg 
 

Minister:         Mark Brackney Ph:   523-1764 

Associate Minister:  Tommy Drinnen 
 

Secretaries:   Becky Johnson Jennifer Tatum 
 

Missionaries:  Tom & Angie Langley - WEI 

 
Family Matters 

 

Happy  Birthday!! 

 

   June   28 Becky Johnson 
   June   29 Heather Ream 
   June   29 Will Simon 
   June   29 Colby Coleman 
   June   30 Ron Hill 
   June   30 Danny Rider 
   June   30 Leland Price 
   July     1 Joddi Thomley 
   July     1 Clovis Taylor 

Fourth Sunday Fellowship is today.  
All visitors are invited to join us for 
lunch. 

 
Small Groups will meet Sunday, July 
10, 5 p.m.  See Mark or Tommy for loca-
tions.c 
 
 

Young Families trip to Ken-
tucky Splash Waterpark, Friday, 
July 15.  We will depart the 
church building at 9 a.m.  $12 
per person.  Please sign up on 
the youth board and see Mark 
for questions. 
 
Wedding shower for Moriah Shan-
non and Spencer Rhines, Sunday, 
July 17, 2 p.m., church fellowship 
hall.  They are registered at Target, 
Amazon, and Bed, Bath and Be-
yond. 
 
The Brackney/Wachter small group 
will meet at the Wachter’s, Sunday, July 
17, 5 p.m. 
 
Men’s breakfast at Cracker Barrell at 
East Knoxville, Thursday, July 21, 8:30 
a.m. 

 

SERVING THE ASSEMBLY TODAY 
              @10:30 
Opening Prayer  Wayne Shannon 
Communion    Dan Chapman 
Security               Keith Tatum 
      “                      Bruce McQuaig 

Arlington Family: 
Congratulations! ... to Meredith and Dave 
Rowland as Will Rowland was born on Mon-
day, June 20th.  Both Will and Meredith are 
doing well. 

We are so thankful to have 
Shirley Jarnigan back with us.  
Her contact info:4501 Tillery 
Road, Apt. K-87, Knoxville, TN  

37912  865-360-7150 
Tom Drinnen is recovering from hip surgery  
   at home 
Bettie Floyd is at Beverly Park Health &  
   Rehab, room 310A, 5321 Beverly Park  
   Circle, Knoxville, TN  37918 
Sue Childers is now at NHC    
Judy Baker is recovering from heart surgery 
Ben Cavin is recovering from a dog bite to his  
   face 
Hoyt and Judy Box, Kathy Campbell, Rick  
   Johnson, and Jeff Hodges are recovering  
   from COVID 
Kathie Klink has an infection & heart issues 
Barbara Hoff is dealing with long haul COVID 
John and Laura Burka  
Deborah Davis  
Laurie Duncan 
David Giles 
Marge Percell 
Mark & Heather Percell are dealing with  
   on-going health issues 
Danny Rider 
Sheila Riggs 
George Sanders 
Jennifer Tatum 
Clovis Taylor is having back problems 

Friends and Family 
Prayers for Ukraine 
Carolyn Stanton-Hill’s sister, Helen Lozier, is  
   recovering from being in a car accident  
   where her leg was broken. 
Christa Alford asks for prayers for strength and 
healing 
Former member, Janice Friend, is battling  
   cancer.  Please keep her in your prayers 
Stan Johnson’s co-worker, Cristie West, is  
   suffering from heart issues 
Adrian Marsh is recovering from surgery  
   where they removed bone cancer from his  
   femur. 
Edith Weldon’s sister-in-law, Sylvia Lemay’s  
   husband, Chris, is recovering from open-  
   heart surgery 
John Fort’s mom, Joan Fort, is recovering from  
   surgery.  Please pray for complete healing 
Caroline Stanton-Hill requests prayers for her  
   friend, Glen Lorish, Sr. who is recovering  
   from surgery 
Shirley Waggoner’s stepson, Danny, in Shel- 
   byville, has been diagnosed with prostate  
   cancer 
Becky Johnson’s cousin, Tony King, and his  
   wife, Sue, both have cancer. 
Janie Johnson’s neighbor’s mom, Kim Phillips,  
   has serious health problems 
Marge Percell’s son-in-law, Ken Snethen, has  
   cancer 
Janie Johnson’s friend, Greg Comer, has been  
   diagnosed with cancer 
Caroline Stanton-Hill’s brother, Earl Werk- 
   heiser, has been diagnosed with a reoccur- 
   rence of cancer.  He will start radiation soon. 
Allen Rollings’ 10 yr old cousin, Jesse Bradford,  
   has been diagnosed with cancer 
Kim and Danny Jones’ friend, Pam Baltrip, has  
   been diagnosed with metastatic ovarian  


