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The Missional Church 
 
      When you look at the early church in Acts, you don’t find attractional 
churches.  You find missional churches.  So, what exactly is being missional?  

“Missional” or “missional living” is a Christian term that in essence describes a missionary 
lifestyle.  Essentially, the idea of being missional teaches that the church has a mission be-
cause Jesus had a mission.  “Missional” is also not the same as “seeker-sensitive” which 
generally applies to the “attractional” model of church.  The days of trying to attract people to 
our churches is not working like it did in the past to get non-believers to worship.  It still works 
to get believers to attend, but not so much for non-believers.   
     The danger of the attractional model is that it actually feeds into consumerism which is a 
big part of our culture.  In other words, “I will take a look at your church, but what is it in for 
me and my family?  Do you have an exciting children’s program?  Do you have music I like?  
Will my needs be met?”  Do you notice anything about these questions?  It is all about “me.”  
When you look at the early church in Acts, you don’t find attractional churches.  You find mis-
sional churches.  The question was not, “What can you do for me?”  The question was, “How 
can I use my gift for the church and to share the gospel with others?”  
     God obviously desires the church to grow numerically, but numerical growth is only one 
part of being missional. We are to plant seeds wherever we go, but we must remember that 
God gives the growth.  Our command is quite simple yet so difficult: love.  God said that peo-
ple will know that we are Christ followers by how we love each other. 
     By His very nature, God is a “sending God” who takes the initiative to redeem His crea-
tion. God sent Abraham – go to the land I will show you (Genesis 12).  God sent Jesus – “For 
God so loved the world, he sent his only begotten son” (Jn. 3:16).  God sent His disciples into 
all the world – “Go and make disciples of all nations” (Matthew 28:19).  Because the church is 
comprised of the “sent” people of God, the church is the instrument of God’s mission in the 
world.  You are the church.  Though many churches have mission statements or talk about 
the importance of having a mission, where missional churches differ is in their attitude toward 
the world. It is patterned after what God has done in Jesus Christ, that is, to be missional 
means to be sent into the world.  We can’t expect people to come to us. Again, this idea dif-
ferentiates a missional church from an “attractional” church. 
     Being missional means, we should engage the world the same way Jesus did—by going 
out rather than just reaching out. We can longer wait for people to come to church, we need 
to take the church to the people.  We are to be a people on mission. In truth, every disciple of 
Christ should strive to be an agent, a representative of the kingdom of God in every sphere of 
their life. We are all missionaries sent into the world.  There are many ways we can do this as 
we’re each individually blessed with certain talents and skills to utilize to the glory of God. Je-
sus has told us in Matthew 5:13-16 that we are the salt of the earth, the light of the world, to 
let our light shine before men.   

      Mark 
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Welcome 
We pray you will be encouraged and uplifted 

as we join together in worship. 

2206 Tecoma Drive 
Knoxville, TN  37917 
865-523-1764 

Website:www.arlingtonchurchofchrist.org 

Arlington Friends 
Arlington Church of Christ Youth Group 
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Seeking to edify, educate and 

inform the Family of God 

Sunday, May 22, 2022 

Elders  

Mark Brackney Ph:   622-0376 
Leland Price Ph:   925-4424 
Danny Rider Ph:   705-9713 
Wayne Shannon  Ph:   742-0517 
Gregg Summers Ph:   223-4515 
 

Deacons  
Jason McDougal - YPYF/Vacation Bible School 
Bud Norris - Worship Participants 
Keith Tatum - Education/Picture Board/Family Camp 
Ronnie Weldon - Attendance/Communion Prep/Bldg 
 

Minister:         Mark Brackney Ph:   523-1764 

Associate Minister:  Tommy Drinnen 
 

Secretaries:   Becky Johnson Jennifer Tatum 
 

Missionaries:  Tom & Angie Langley - WEI 

 
Family Matters 

 
 

Happy  Birthday!! 

 
 
 

   May    22 Kim Jones 
   May    24 Ronnie Weldon 
   May    24 Andrew Wright 
   May    26 Tom Drinnen 
   May    28 Bill Gilliam 
   May    29 Janie Johnson 

 

 

Our Fourth Sunday Fellowship Meal is 
today.  All visitors are invited to join us for 
lunch.  We will be honoring our high school 
senior graduate, Lexi Price, at the luncheon. 
 
Wednesday night Bible study and fellow-
ship, May 25, 6 p.m.  We will have finger 
foods after our Bible study.  Please bring 
some to share. 
 
Vacation Bible School New Date!   
June 22-24, 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.  
There are sign-up sheets in the 
lobby for places we need help and to 
register your child. 
 

 
Baby shower for 
Jessica and Kevin 
Waggoner on  
Saturday, June 25 
at 2 p.m. in the  
fellowship hall.  

They are expecting a girl and are registered 
at Amazon.com and  
buybuybaby.com.   
 

SERVING THE ASSEMBLY TODAY 
              @10:30 
Opening Prayer  Doug Riffey 
Communion    Leland Price 
Security               Keith Tatum 
      “                      Bruce McQuaig 

Arlington Family: 
 

Our sympathy is extended to David Price and  
   family as they mourn the death of his 99  
   year old grandmother 
Tom Drinnen is recovering from hip surgery  
   at NHC Holston Hills 
Jeff Hodges is recovering from surgery 
Betty Weaver is recovering from surgery and  
   thanks everyone for their prayers 
Bettie Floyd is at Beverly Park Health &  
   Rehab, room 310A, 5321 Beverly Park  
   Circle, Knoxville, TN  37918 
Sue Childers is now at NHC    
Judy Baker is recovering from heart surgery 
Kathie Klink has an infection & heart issues 
Barbara Hoff is dealing with long haul COVID 
Brandon Kitts is recovering from surgery 
John and Laura Burka  
Deborah Davis  
Laurie Duncan 
David Giles 
Marge Percell 
Mark & Heather Percell are dealing with  
   on-going health issues 
Danny Rider 
Sheila Riggs 
George Sanders 
Jennifer Tatum 
Clovis Taylor is having back problems 
Shirley Waggoner 
Ronnie Weldon  
 

Missionaries: 
Tom & Angie Langley 
 

Shut Ins: 
Lynda Elliott             Doris Hightower 

Friends and Family 
Prayers for Ukraine 
Stan Johnson’s co-worker, Cristie West, is  
   suffering from heart issues 
Adrian Marsh is recovering from surgery  
   where they removed bone cancer from his  
   femur. 
Edith Weldon’s sister-in-law, Sylvia Lemay’s  
   husband, Chris, is recovering from open-  
   heart surgery 
John Fort’s mom, Joan Fort, is recovering from  
   surgery.  Please pray for complete healing 
Caroline Stanton-Hill requests prayers for her  
   friend, Glen Lorish, Sr. who is recovering  
   from surgery 
Shirley Waggoner’s stepson, Danny, in Shel- 
   byville, has been diagnosed with prostate  
   cancer 
Becky Johnson’s cousin, Tony King, and his  
   wife, Sue, both have cancer. 
Janie Johnson’s neighbor’s mom, Kim Phillips,  
   has serious health problems 
Marge Percell’s son-in-law, Ken Snethen, has  
   cancer 
Janie Johnson’s friend, Greg Comer, has been  
   diagnosed with cancer 
Caroline Stanton-Hill’s brother, Earl Werk- 
   heiser, has been diagnosed with a reoccur- 
   rence of cancer.  He will start radiation soon. 
Allen Rollings’ 10 yr old cousin, Jesse Bradford,  
   has been diagnosed with cancer 
Kim and Danny Jones’ friend, Pam Baltrip, has  
   been diagnosed with metastatic ovarian  
   cancer 
Marge Percell’s nephew, Dean Percell, has  
   been diagnosed with cancer 
Diana Yarborough’s friend, Janie Watkins, is  
   battling cancer 
 
 

We continue to have our  
Sunday Night Connections 

at 6 p.m. and  
Wednesday Night Bible 
study at 6 p.m. via Zoom.  


