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Living by the Spirit 
 

     The Pioneer Cabin Tree, also known as The Tunnel Tree, was a giant sequoia 
in Calaveras Big Trees State Park, California. It was considered one of the U.S.'s 

most famous trees and drew thousands of visitors annually. It was estimated to have been more 
than 1,000 years old and measured 33 feet in diameter; its exact age and height were not known 
because the tree was topped before 1859 and stood around 150 feet tall after that.  It fell and 
shattered during a storm on January 8, 2017.  It was so named because its hollow interior was big 
enough for a home.  The problem with the tree is that her core was gone, her limbs were dead, 
except for one, and her roots were shallow.  When the storm of a decade came with heavy rain 
and wind, the big tree came down and shattered upon impact.  Her thousand-year reign was over. 
     I think many of us can relate to this giant tree that crashed to the ground.  When the storms of 
life hit, we rock back and forth wondering if we are going to survive this latest storm.  We want to 
be solid and have deep roots in Christ.  But often we feel shallow-rooted and hollow inside.  Our 
core seems to have been bored out of us, like the Pioneer Cabin Tree. 
     What if you had access to a power that could weather any situation this coming year and every 
year to come?  What if I told you that you could experience joy in your life that would change the 
world around you?  What if you had access to a type of peace in your life that brings calmness no 
matter what is going on in your life or the lives of those around you that you love?  And what if you 
learned that the cost of having all of this in your life was free for all? 
     Well, over the next few months, I am going to share with you how you can achieve all of this 
and more.  No matter your age, your health, your life’s circumstances, or your disappointments, 
God has an incredible life in mind for you, not just in the life to come, but in this life as well.  When 
you look at the life of Jesus, he had a constant joy, peace, and love for others.  We know we are 
anything close to being like Jesus, so how is it possible for us to develop the character of Christ?  
This power and ability are only made possible by the Holy Spirit.  You might call it Holy Spirit pow-
er.  Paul described these character traits as the Fruit of the Spirit.  As Paul wrote to the Galatian 
churches, he gave them nine character traits of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23).  These nine traits 
describe the character and essence of the personality of Jesus.  God wants us to live out these 
traits as well.  Over the next nine weeks, I hope to flush out each one of these character traits, 
beginning with the grand-daddy of them all – love.  
     Scripture reveals that when the Spirit of Christ comes to live within us, we become temples of 
God.  The Spirit of Christ is reproduced in us.  These traits are put at the core of who we are so 
we can achieve Godly character.  But the Bible also makes us active parts of the process.  “Be 
diligent to present yourselves approved to God” (2 Timothy 2:15). To be “diligent” implies making 
effort, working at it.  Spiritual progress takes time and effort.  If you want to grow in Christ, you 
need to commit to it.  The Spirit indwells and guides us, but we can resist the Spirit. God wants us 
to be trees that will not topple.  He wants us to be giants that will not fall.  He wants us to bear fruit 
that will last.   
         Mark 

 

  

January 9, 2022 
Vol.  53   No.  2 

Welcome 
We pray you will be encouraged and uplifted 

as we join together in worship. 

2206 Tecoma Drive 
Knoxville, TN  37917 
865-523-1764 

Website:www.arlingtonchurchofchrist.org 

Arlington Friends 
Arlington Church of Christ Youth Group 

 
  

 

Arlington Church if Christ will offer a marriage enrichment sem-
inar open to the public in February around Valentine’s Day. 

Improve your relationship by learning skills for healthier  
communication and transparency, proactive decision making,  

and road-mapping the future,  
which will strengthen your marriage. 

The seminar will begin the evening of Fri., February 4th and  
continue Sat., February 5th. 

We will have a final session on Sat., February 19th 
The cost per couple is $55 which includes lunch on both days.  

Reach out to Gregg Summers 865-223-4515 or  
Delinda Summers 865-202-8406 for more information 



Arlington Family Pages 
Seeking to edify, educate and 

inform the Family of God 

Sunday, January 9, 2022 

Elders  

Mark Brackney Ph:   622-0376 
Leland Price Ph:   925-4424 
Danny Rider Ph:   705-9713 
Wayne Shannon  Ph:   742-0517 
Gregg Summers Ph:   223-4515 
 

Deacons  
Jason McDougal - YPYF/Vacation Bible School 
Bud Norris - Worship Participants 
Keith Tatum - Education/Picture Board/Family Camp 
Ronnie Weldon - Attendance/Communion Prep/Bldg 
 

Minister:         Mark Brackney Ph:   523-1764 

Associate Minister:  Tommy Drinnen 
 

Secretaries:   Becky Johnson Jennifer Tatum 
 

Missionaries:  Tom & Angie Langley - WEI 

 
Family Matters 

 
 

Happy Birthday!! 

 
 

   Jan   10 Tim Borg 
   Jan   11 Frank Combs 
   Jan   12 Ashley Gillispie 
   Jan   13 Marge Percell 
   Jan   15 Bella Snowden Kitts 

We are now offering Bible classes  
Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m.  We will 
have one combined adult class and sev-
eral children classes.  We will meet for 
worship at 10:30 a.m.  Mask wearing will 
be a personal choice.  The adult Bible 
class and the worship service will be live 
streamed. 

Zoom Bible study,  
this evening at 6 p.m. 

 

We are waiting to kick off small groups 
to the second Sunday of February due 
to the increase in Covid in our church 
and community.  Please sign up in the 
back of the auditorium. 
 

Timothy/Tabitha Club (for the youth), 
Wed., Jan. 12, 4 to 8 p.m.  See Mark or 
the Borg’s for information.  If your child 

needs a ride, please let Mark know. 
 

Family Movie Night, Fri. Jan. 14, 7 p.m.  
We will watch several episodes of The 
Chosen.  Popcorn will be served. 
 

Men’s breakfast at Cracker Barrell,  
Cedar Bluff, Thurs., Jan. 20, 8:30 a.m. 

 

Fourth Sunday Fellowship, Jan. 23.  
Please bring food and drinks to share.  
All are invited to join us. 

 

Area-Wide Singing at the West End 
COC, Sun., Jan. 30 3 to 5 p.m. 

SERVING THE ASSEMBLY TODAY 
              @10:30 
Opening Prayer  Ray Buttrey 
Communion    David Tiller 
Security               Bud Norris 
      “                      Mark Harper 

Arlington Family: 
Our Sympathy is extended to Doris Hightow- 
   er in the death of her sister, Mary Cleve- 
   land.  Please keep Doris and her family in  
   your prayers. 
Jennifer Tatum has been diagnosed with  
   cancer and started chemotherapy 
Bill Langley is recovering from hip replace- 
   ment surgery at NHC Fort Sanders 
Ben Cavin is home now recovering 
Teresa Heinz 
John and Laura Burka  
Sue Childers is continuing to have ongoing  
   health problems 
Danny & Deborah Davis are dealing with on- 
   going health problems 
Tom Drinnen 
Laurie Duncan 
David Giles 
Becky Johnson 
Marge Percell 
Mark & Heather Percell are dealing with on- 
   going health issues 
Danny Rider 
Sheila Riggs 
George Sanders 
Clovis Taylor 
Shirley Waggoner 
Ronnie Weldon  
 

Missionaries: 
Tom & Angie Langley 
 

Shut Ins: 
Rosaline Davis             Doris Hightower 
Lynda Elliott             Bill Pruett 
 

Friends and Family 
Cheryl Cassidy’s mom, Valerie Ware, is dealing  
   with cancer.  Cheryl has taken a leave of  
   absence and is caring for her mom in Chica- 
   go.  Cards can be sent to: Valerie Ware  
   1615 W. Winona, Chicago, IL  60640-2707 
Janie Johnson’s neighbor’s mom, Kim Phillips,  
   has serious health problems 
Sue Mink’s granddaughter, Faith Tindell, is  
   recovering from major back surgery 
Stan Johnson’s brother, David Johnson, is  
   recovering from burns 
Marge Percell’s son-in-law, Ken Snethen, has  
   cancer 
Stan Johnson’s friend, Keith Frye, is awaiting a  
   heart transplant 
Janie Johnson’s friend, Greg Comer, has been  
   diagnosed with cancer 
Caroline Stanton-Hill’s brother, Earl Werk- 
   heiser, has been diagnosed with a reoccur- 
   rence of cancer.  He will start radiation soon. 
Allen Rollings’ 10 yr old cousin, Jesse Bradford,  
   has been diagnosed with cancer 
Kim and Danny Jones’ friend, Pam Baltrip, has  
   been diagnosed with metastatic ovarian  
   cancer 
Marge Percell’s nephew, Dean Percell, has  
   been diagnosed with cancer 
Diana Yarborough’s friend, Janie Watkins, is  
   battling cancer 
Aleta Esau’s brother, Glenn Barber, has been  
   diagnosed with Lymphoma and has started  
   Chemo therapy 
Tests show that Hoyt Box’s cousin, Amy Cole- 
   man, has a new lymph node that is growing  
   Send cards to 7441 Hwy 70 So., Apt. 436,  
   Nashville, TN 37221 
Becky Johnson’s friends, the Lowerys, are  
   dealing with health issues 

We continue to have our  
Sunday Night Connections 

at 6 p.m. and  
Wednesday Night Bible 
study at 7 p.m. via Zoom.  


