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The Story Behind the Song 
     One of the most beloved hymns over the past 150 years is “It Is Well with 
My Soul.”  I knew bits of the story behind the hymn, but I recently read more 
details from Dr. David Jeremiah.  In 1871, Horatio Spafford lived in the Lake 

View suburb of Chicago.  He was a young lawyer with a wife, Anna, and four little girls.  In 
October of that year, the whole center of the city was destroyed by a fire, later to be dubbed 
the Great Chicago Fire.  Hundreds of people died.  
     All across town, people were wandering homeless and hungry.  The Spaffords were deep-
ly involved in doing what they could to help the distressed families.  After two years of ex-
hausting work, they planned a trip to Europe for rest.  At the last minute, business kept Hora-
tio in town.  Anna and the four girls boarded a ship and headed for Europe where Horatio 
would join them later. 
     Late one night during the voyage, another ship rammed the steamer.  It sank within twenty 
minutes.  Anna was only one of forty-seven pulled from the water.  She was unconscious and 
floating on a piece of debris.  Sadly, the four Spafford girls perished.  Anna sent a telegram 
from Paris to her husband: “Saved alone.  What shall I do?”  
     Horatio immediately boarded a ship to find his wife and bring her home.  The captain noti-
fied him when the ship’s path crossed the place where his daughters had been lost.  Horatio, 
deeply moved, found a piece of paper from the hotel in which he had stayed before the trip.  
At that moment he jotted down the words to “It Is Well with My Soul.” 
     Back in Chicago, the couple tried to start over again.  A son was born to them, and then 
another daughter.  Perhaps the worst was over for them.  But then, another tragedy struck: 
the boy died of scarlet fever at four years of age.  
     Inexplicably, the family’s church took the view that these tragedies were the punishment of 
a wrathful God for some unspecified sin on the part of the Spaffords (sounds like Job all over 
again as Job’s friends accused him of sin in his life as the cause of all his calamities).  Hora-
tio was an elder in a church he had helped build and was asked to leave rather than being 
comforted by his church family. 
     In 1881, the little family left the Unites States to begin a new life in Jerusalem.  They rent-
ed a house in the Old City section.  Their goal was to imitate the lives of the first-century 
Christians as closely as possible.  Soon the family was widely known for their devotion to the 
Word of God and their love and service to the needy.  Today, the Spafford Children’s Center 
continues to serve Jerusalem and the West Bank by providing health care and educational 
support to as many as thirty thousand children annually under the leadership of the Spaf-
fords’ descendants.  Those descendants own a hotel in Jerusalem where you can stay at to-
day.  It is called The American Colony Hotel, and you can read this history I just shared with 
you in the lobby of that hotel. 
     Anna and Horatio Spafford never blamed God for their suffering.  They trusted God with 
their future as they knew their children were safe in heaven.  The testing they endured helped 

grow their faith and bless the lives of others.  Without their story, we 
would not have this great encouraging hymn.  
       Mark 
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Welcome 
We pray you will be encouraged and uplifted 

as we join together in worship. 

2206 Tecoma Drive 
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Arlington Friends 
Arlington Church of Christ Youth Group 
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Elders  

Mark Brackney Ph:   622-0376 
Leland Price Ph:   925-4424 
Danny Rider Ph:   705-9713 
Wayne Shannon  Ph:   742-0517 
Gregg Summers Ph:   223-4515 
 

Deacons  
Jason McDougal - YPYF/Vacation Bible School 
Bud Norris - Worship Participants 
Keith Tatum - Education/Picture Board/Family Camp 
Ronnie Weldon - Attendance/Communion Prep/Bldg 
 

Minister:         Mark Brackney Ph:   523-1764 

Associate Minister:  Tommy Drinnen 
 

Secretaries:   Becky Johnson Jennifer Tatum 
 

Missionaries:  Tom & Angie Langley - WEI 

 
Family Matters 

Happy Birthday!! 
   Nov   28 Alice Barlow 
   Nov   28 Carroll Coomer 
   Nov   28 Dann Chapman 
   Nov   29 Lilac Burns 
   Nov   30 Teresa Combs 
   Nov   30 Moriah Shannon 
   Dec     1 Ava Price 
   Dec     1 Ben Potter 
   Dec     3 Macy Wachter 
   Dec     4 Kelly Wachter 

We are now offering Bible classes  
Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m.  We will 
have one combined adult class and sev-
eral children classes.  We will meet for 
worship at 10:30 a.m.  Mask wearing will 
be a personal choice.  The adult Bible 
class and the worship service will be live 
streamed. 
 

Zoom Bible study,  
this evening at 6 p.m. 

 

We will not meet for Bible study  
at the building Wed. night, Dec. 1st.  
Instead, we will be going to the AMC 
East Towne 10 Theater, 5020  
Millertown Pike, to watch the newest 
episode of The Chosen that will talk 
about the birth of Jesus, at 7 p.m.   
See Tommy for tickets, $14 each. 
 

Men’s breakfast, Cracker  
Barrel off of Cedar Bluff,  

Thursday, Dec. 16, 8:30 a.m. 
 

Arlington Christmas Banquet,  

Sat., Dec. 18, 4 p.m. fellowship  
hall.  We are meeting earlier  
to help our seniors not have to  
drive home in the dark. 
 

Present Hope, at the Hope House/
Central Church of Christ, Sun.,  

Dec. 19, 12:30 to 6 p.m. 

SERVING THE ASSEMBLY TODAY 
              @10:30 
Opening Prayer  Keith Tatum 
Communion    Leland Price 
Security               Ronnie Weldon 
      “                      Kelly Wachter 

Arlington Family: 
Our sympathy is extended to the family of  
   Katheryn Norman as they mourn her death 
Our sympathy is extended to Betty Smith  
   and family in the death of her great niece,  
   River Folan, last week 
Bill Langley is recovering from hip replace- 
   ment surgery 
Sue Bivens has an ear and sinus infection 
Ronnie Weldon begins chemotherapy soon 
George Sanders has several cracked vertebra 
Ben Cavin is home now recovering 
Teresa Heinz 
John and Laura Burka  
Sue Childers is continuing to have ongoing  
   health problems 
Danny & Deborah Davis are dealing with on- 
   going health problems 
Tom Drinnen 
Laurie Duncan 
David Giles 
Becky Johnson 
Marge Percell 
Mark & Heather Percell are dealing with on- 
   going health issues 
Danny Rider 
Sheila Riggs 
Clovis Taylor 
Shirley Waggoner  

 

Missionaries: 
Tom & Angie Langley 
 
Shut Ins: 
Rosaline Davis             Doris Hightower 
Lynda Elliott             Bill Pruett 

Friends and Family 
Cheryl Cassidy’s mom, Valerie Ware, is dealing  
   with cancer.  Cheryl has taken a leave of  
   absence and is caring fro her mom in Chica- 
   go.  Cards can be sent to: Valerie Ware  
   1615 W. Winona, Chicago, IL  60640-2707 
Sue Mink’s son, Shane , has an infection in his  
   toe and is undergoing some tests 
Makayla and Olivia Waites’ cousin is missing,  
   Kelsey from Arizona 
Janie Johnson’s neighbor’s mom, Kim Phillips,  
   has serious health problems 
Sue Mink’s granddaughter, Faith Tindell, is  
   recovering from major back surgery 
Stan Johnson’s brother, David Johnson, is  
   recovering from burns 
Marge Percell’s son-in-law, Ken Snethen, has  
   cancer 
Stan Johnson’s friend, Keith Frye, is awaiting a  
   heart transplant 
Janie Johnson’s friend, Greg Comer, has been  
   diagnosed with cancer 
Ronnie Weldon’s uncle and aunt, Marion and 
    Joyce Record, are recovering from COVID 
Doris Hightower’s sister, Mary, is going into  
   Beverly Park Nursing Home for rehab 
Caroline Stanton-Hill’s brother, Earl Werk- 
   heiser, has been diagnosed with a reoccur- 
   rence of cancer.  He will start radiation soon. 
Allen Rollings’ 10 yr old cousin, Jesse Bradford,  
   has been diagnosed with cancer 
Kim and Danny Jones’ friend, Pam Baltrip, has  
   been diagnosed with metastatic ovarian  
   cancer 
Marge Percell’s nephew, Dean Percell, has  
   been diagnosed with cancer 
Diana Yarborough’s friend, Janie Watkins, is  
   battling cancer 
 
 

We continue to have our  
Sunday Night Connections 

at 6 p.m. and  
Wednesday Night Bible 
study at 7 p.m. via Zoom.  


