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Overcoming the Fear of Disasters 
      I have been looking at various human fears and how to deal with them. 
One of these is the fear of natural disasters. My grandparents had a personal 
encounter with one of the most powerful tornadoes on record.  It took place on 

April 10, 1979, in Wichita Falls, TX. This huge F4 tornado at times was a mile and a half 
wide. It killed forty-two people, caused over 1,700 injuries, destroyed over 3,000 homes and 
left 20,000 homeless. Total damage in Wichita Falls was estimated at $400 million (in 1979 
dollars).  My grandparents thankfully escaped with only minor injuries, but my grandmother 
developed an incredible fear of tornadoes.  My grandfather built a storm cellar in the back 
yard and this gave her some peace of mind, but she was still scared of tornadoes until her 
death.  
     As much as I love nature, it can be ferocious.  Besides tornadoes, there are forest fires, 
hurricanes, earthquakes, tsunamis, floods, and famines.  Each year these lead to thousands 
of deaths and billions of dollars in damage.  Natural disasters raise obvious questions about 
the fear of the uncontrollable and the character of God.  A great text of the Bible that deals 
with natural disasters and human suffering is the book of Job.  Job seemed to have it all, until 
it was all taken away.  Job lost his crops, his herds, his servants, and his ten children. Two 
natural disasters struck Job – a fire and strong winds.  Job’s supposed friends came to give 
Job comfort, and did well when they kept their mouths shut, but then they began to talk.  
What Job’s friends didn’t know, nor Job himself, is that something much bigger was happen-
ing.  Job was being tested by God and Satan was doing all he could, with the exception of 
killing Job, to get him to curse God.    
     Job shows us that Satan can only do what God allows.  God was and is in control of this 
world.  God set in motion the laws of nature and sustains the universe by His power (Job 37).  
God allows the laws of nature to work the way He created them.  For example, conditions are 
often ripe for these super cell storms to pop up and wreak havoc in tornado alley of Texas 
and Oklahoma.  Similarly, if you live on or near a fault line, you are likely to experience an 
earthquake, and in some places volcanoes. 
     There are numerous examples in Scripture of God using natural disasters to get people to 
repent and follow Him.  We must be careful, however, to assign every disaster to God’s judg-
ment or some particular sin committed by some person or nation.  We do not know every-
thing.  When disasters do occur, they happen to both righteous and wicked people.  Instead 
of pointing the finger at others, we need to consider the sin in our own lives (Luke 13:2-5).   
     We need to remember that death was not brought into this world by God.  It is a result of 
sin being in our lives (Genesis 2:17). The earth was likewise subjected to death and decay 
due to sin (Romans 8:20). The creation itself will one day be liberated from its bondage to 
decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God" (Romans 8:21).  Until we 
get to experience the new heaven and earth, we must deal with the natural disasters of a 
frustrated creation and hold on to God to give us peace in our fears. While we don’t get all of 

our questions answered about why disasters happen, we can trust that 
God is going to work it all out in the end for our good and for His glory. 
      Mark 
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Welcome 
We pray you will be encouraged and uplifted 

as we join together in worship. 

2206 Tecoma Drive 
Knoxville, TN  37917 
865-523-1764 

Website:www.arlingtonchurchofchrist.org 

Arlington Friends 
Arlington Church of Christ Youth Group 
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Elders  

Mark Brackney Ph:   622-0376 
Leland Price Ph:   925-4424 
Danny Rider Ph:   705-9713 
Wayne Shannon  Ph:   742-0517 
Gregg Summers Ph:   223-4515 
 

Deacons  
Jason McDougal - YPYF/Vacation Bible School 
Bud Norris - Worship Participants 
Keith Tatum - Education/Picture Board/Family Camp 
Ronnie Weldon - Attendance/Communion Prep/Bldg 
 

Minister:         Mark Brackney Ph:   523-1764 

Associate Minister:  Tommy Drinnen 
 

Secretaries:   Becky Johnson Jennifer Tatum 
 

Missionaries:  Tom & Angie Langley - WEI 

 
Family Matters 

 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday!! 
 
 
 

   Nov   26 Mark French 
   Nov   27 Gabriela Hunter 
   Nov   28 Alice Barlow 
   Nov   28 Carroll Coomer 
   Nov   28 Dann Chapman 

We are now offering Bible classes  
Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m.  We will 
have one combined adult class and sev-
eral children classes.  We will meet for 
worship at 10:30 a.m.  Mask wearing will 
be a personal choice.  The adult Bible 
class and the worship service will be live 
streamed. 
 

Thanksgiving Devotional,  
This Wednesday, Nov. 24, 7 p.m. 

 

We will not meet for Bible study  
at the building Wed. night, Dec. 1st.  
Instead, we will be going to the AMC 
East Towne 10 Theater, 5020  
Millertown Pike, to watch the newest 
episode of The Chosen that will talk 
about the birth of Jesus, at 7 p.m.   
See Tommy for tickets, $14 each. 
 

Men’s breakfast, Cracker  
Barrel off of Cedar Bluff,  

Thursday, Dec. 16, 8:30 a.m. 
 

Arlington Christmas Banquet,  

Sat., Dec. 18, 4 p.m. fellowship  
hall.  We are meeting earlier  
to help our seniors not have to  
drive home in the dark. 
 

Present Hope, at the Hope House/
Central Church of Christ, Sun.,  

Dec. 19, 12:30 to 6 p.m. 

SERVING THE ASSEMBLY TODAY 
              @10:30 
Opening Prayer  Wayne Shannon 
Communion    Doug Riffey 
Security               Bill Gilliam 
      “                      Randy Riggs 

Arlington Family: 
Our sympathy is extended to Betty Smith  
   and family in the death of her great niece,  
   River Folan, last week 
Sue Bivens has an ear and sinus infection 
Ronnie Weldon begins chemotherapy soon 
George Sanders has several cracked vertebra 
Ben Cavin is home now recovering 
Teresa Heinz 
John and Laura Burka  
Sue Childers is continuing to have ongoing  
   health problems 
Danny & Deborah Davis are dealing with on- 
   going health problems 
Tom Drinnen 
Laurie Duncan 
David Giles 
Becky Johnson 
Marge Percell 
Mark & Heather Percell are dealing with on- 
   going health issues 
Danny Rider 
Sheila Riggs 
Clovis Taylor 
Shirley Waggoner  

 

Missionaries: 
Tom & Angie Langley 
 
Shut Ins: 
Rosaline Davis             Katheryn Norman 
Lynda Elliott             Bill Pruett 
Doris Hightower 

 
 

Friends and Family 
Makayla and Olivia Waites’ cousin is missing,  
   Kelsey from Arizona 
Janie Johnson’s neighbor’s mom, Kim Phillips,  
   has serious health problems 
Sue Mink’s granddaughter, Faith Tindell, is  
   recovering from major back surgery 
Stan Johnson’s brother, David Johnson, is  
   recovering from burns 
Marge Percell’s son-in-law, Ken Snethen, has  
   cancer 
Stan Johnson’s friend, Keith Frye, is awaiting a  
   heart transplant 
Janie Johnson’s friend, Greg Comer, has been  
   diagnosed with cancer 
Ronnie Weldon’s uncle and aunt, Marion and 
    Joyce Record, are recovering from COVID 
Doris Hightower’s sister, Mary, is going into  
   Beverly Park Nursing Home for rehab 
Caroline Stanton-Hill’s brother, Earl Werk- 
   heiser, has been diagnosed with a reoccur- 
   rence of cancer.  He will start radiation soon. 
Allen Rollings’ 10 yr old cousin, Jesse Bradford,  
   has been diagnosed with cancer 
Kim and Danny Jones’ friend, Pam Baltrip, has  
   been diagnosed with metastatic ovarian  
   cancer 
Marge Percell’s nephew, Dean Percell, has  
   been diagnosed with cancer 
Diana Yarborough’s friend, Janie Watkins, is  
   battling cancer 
Aleta Esau’s brother, Glenn Barber, has been  
   diagnosed with Lymphoma and has started  
   Chemo therapy 
Teresa Combs’ and Charlotte Giles’ mother,  
   Claudette Terry, is having kidney problems 
Tests show that Hoyt Box’s cousin, Amy Cole- 
   man, has a new lymph node that is growing  
   Send cards to 7441 Hwy 70 So., Apt. 436,  
   Nashville, TN 37221 

We continue to have our  
Sunday Night Connections 

at 6 p.m. and  
Wednesday Night Bible 
study at 7 p.m. via Zoom.  


