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God’s Plan for the Nations 
     As a kid, I loved reading the Hardy Boys series.  The one thing about a Har-
dy Boy book, or Nancy Drew, is that every chapter leaves you hanging.  I 
found myself pretty much unable to put the book down.  One chapter led to 

another chapter to another chapter.  Pretty soon, the book was over. These types of books 
are called suspense novels.  The author does this on purpose – to leave you in suspense.  
The technique works to keep the reader interested and coming back for more. 
     When Daniel left the den of lions, whom he had become friends with overnight, we don’t 
hear anything else about him and the next adventure God has for him.  Instead, we are taken 
back in time to the first year of the reign of Belshazzar.   We find a series of dreams Daniel 
has (Daniel 7).  When God gave Daniel the interpretations of these dreams, we see some-
thing in Daniel we have not seen before.  Instead of the courageous man who stood before 
wicked kings and lions, we find a man who turns pale with the knowledge he has just re-
ceived as he is troubled in spirit and disturbed (7:15, 28). These dreams left him in a state of 
suspense.  He needed to know the end of the story – what do these dreams mean.  The 
great interpreter of others’ dreams could not interpret his own dreams.  Thankfully, God sent 
an angel to help Daniel. 
     The vision Daniel receives is one of the most comprehensive and detailed prophecy of 
future events we have in the Old Testament.  The seventh chapter of Daniel was considered 
by the scribes to be one of the greatest chapters in the Bible.  This is one of those chapters 
you can’t help but keep reading.  One vision turns into another and then into another. Daniel 
shares with us four major prophetic dreams that took place over a period of about twenty-two 
years.  The dream of Nebuchadnezzar’s in chapter two and the dream given to Daniel in 
chapter seven are alluding to the same historical events. 
     These beasts came out of the sea.  We use the expression, “a sea of humanity.”  The Bi-
ble at times also refers to a “sea” as masses of people.  When Daniel looks at this great sea 
of humanity, it is being blown from the four corners of the earth, which depicts political upris-
ings and war between the nations.  The nations are in a state of unrest.  This seems to be the 
nature of the human condition.  Look how many nations today are angry with each other and 
on the brink of war if not in war already.  Out of these turbulent waters come four terrible look-
ing creatures.  In the Bible, animals often represented kingdoms.   
     These beasts did not come up all at once, but they followed each other in sequence.  
These beasts represented a chronology of the kingdoms of the world, just as it was done in 
Nebuchadnezzar’s dream in chapter two.  These nations are beastly in their actions and God 
judges them:  Babylon, Medo-Persian, Greece, and Rome. Just as things seem hopeless, 
Danial has a vision of a son of man coming during the reign of this indescribable beast that 
represented Rome.  God gives him authority, glory and sovereign power.  His dominion is 
everlasting and will not pass away.  This is Jesus and his eternal kingdom that he launched 

during the time of the Roman Empire.  This is the kingdom we all want to 
be part of.  What kingdom do you reside in?  
       Mark  
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Welcome 
We pray you will be encouraged and uplifted 

as we join together in worship. 

2206 Tecoma Drive 
Knoxville, TN  37917 
865-523-1764 

Website:www.arlingtonchurchofchrist.org 

Arlington Friends 
Arlington Church of Christ Youth Group 

We are happy to welcome 

a new member to our 

Arlington family… 
 

Polly Robb 

749 High Point Way 

Knoxville, TN 37912 

Phone: 972-989-6564 

E-mail 

ross.polly@gmail.com 
 

Please add Polly’s details 

to your directory 

 

 



Arlington Family Pages 
Seeking to edify, educate and 

inform the Family of God 

Sunday, July 18, 2021 

Elders  

Mark Brackney Ph:   622-0376 
Leland Price Ph:   925-4424 
Danny Rider Ph:   705-9713 
Wayne Shannon  Ph:   742-0517 
Gregg Summers Ph:   223-4515 
 

Deacons  
Jason McDougal - YPYF/Vacation Bible School 
Bud Norris - Worship Participants 
Keith Tatum - Education/Picture Board/Family Camp 
Ronnie Weldon - Attendance/Communion Prep/Bldg 
 

Minister:         Mark Brackney Ph:   523-1764 

Associate Minister:  Tommy Drinnen 
 

Secretaries:   Becky Johnson Jennifer Tatum 
 

Missionaries:  Tom & Angie Langley - WEI 

 
Family Matters 

 
 

Happy Birthday!! 
 
 

   July   12 Annabelle Owens 
   July   14 Martha Jane Owens 
   July   14 Jason McDougal 
   July   15 Ben Ream 
   July   17 Christina Childress    

We are now offering Bible classes  Sunday 
mornings at 9:30 a.m.  We will have one 
combined adult class and several children 
classes.  We will meet for worship at 10:30 
a.m.  Mask wearing will be a personal 
choice.  The adult Bible class and the wor-
ship service will be live streamed. 
 

Wednesday night Bible study has 
started back at 7 p.m.  The adult Bible  
class will also be accessible by zoom. 

 

The church is invited to the Brackney’s 
today at 6 p.m. for food, fellowship, and fun.  
The Brackneys will provide hot dogs and 
plenty of cold water.  Please bring other 
food or drinks to share, lawn chairs, and 
corn hole boards for our annual corn hole 
tournament. 
 

Soaky Mtn Waterpark, Wed, July 21.  
Cost is $35. See Mark or Tommy for  

details & sign up on Teen board. 
 

Fourth Sunday Fellowship is back 
July 25!  Please bring food to share.   
All visitors are invited to join us for  
lunch. 
 

Cedar Point Trip. We will depart Sun.,  
Aug. 1, after worship and return Tues. 

 evening, Aug. 3.  Please sign up if you  
plan to go.  You will need a sleeping  

bag and pillow and food for meals. 
Cost is $100. 

SERVING THE ASSEMBLY TODAY 
              @10:30 
Opening Prayer   Wayne Shannon 
Communion         Gregg Summers 
Security               Mark Harper 
      “                      Ronnie Weldon 

Arlington Family: 
John Hoff is recovering from shoulder  
   surgery 
Clovis Taylor is recovering from receiving a  
   pacemaker 
John and Laura Burka  
Ray Buttrey continues to look for  
   employment.  Please pray a door of  
   employment will open soon. 
Rick Case 
Ben Cavin 
Sue Childers is continuing to have ongoing  
   health problems 
Danny & Deborah Davis are dealing with on- 
   going health problems 
Laurie Duncan 
David Giles 
Teresa Heinz  
Becky Johnson 
Marge Percell 
Mark & Heather Percell are dealing with on- 
   going health issues 
Danny Rider 
Sheila Riggs 
Terri Trent 
Shirley Waggoner  
 

Missionaries: 
Tom & Angie Langley 
 

Shut Ins: 
Rosaline Davis             Katheryn Norman 
Lynda Elliott             Bill Pruett 
Doris Hightower            Dan Trent 
 
 

Friends and Family 
Prayers for the Weldons’ friend, Dina, that  
   her insurance approves her back surgery 
Paula Buttrey’s mom, Lena, is back in hospital  
   with health issues. 
Becky Johnson’s sister-in-law, Ms. Brandon  
   Reynolds,  is dealing with health issues 
Stan Johnson’s sister, Kathy Johnson, is recov- 
   ering from a hip fracture 
Diana Yarborough’s friend, Janie Watkins, is  
   battling cancer 
Carly Rollings dad’s friend, Wes Marshall, has  
   been diagnosed with cancer 
Jody Barker’s mother is now suffering from  
   additional health problems due to the  
   effects of COVID 
Everett Monroe’s brother, Jim Monroe, is  
   dealing with health issues 
Aleta Esau’s brother, Glenn Barber, has been  
   diagnosed with Lymphoma and has started  
   Chemo therapy 
Betty Weaver’s husband, Delbert, is under 
   going tests for health issues 
Teresa Combs’ and Charlotte Giles’ mother,  
   Claudette Terry, is having kidney problems 
Laurie Duncan’s daughter, Jenny, is struggling  
   with a herniated disc 
Stan Johnson’s friend, Jennifer Johnson, is  
   battling breast cancer and a heart blockage 
Hoyt Box’s cousin, Amy Coleman, has been  
   diagnosed with recurring Non-Hodgkins  
   Lymphoma. Her doctors say the cancer is  
   shrinking. Send cards to 7441 Hwy 70 So.,  
   Apt. 436, Nashville, TN 37221 
Becky Johnson’s friends, the Lowerys, are  
   dealing with health issues 
 

We continue to have our  
Sunday Night Connections 

at 6 p.m. and  
Wednesday Night Bible 
study at 7 p.m. via Zoom.  


