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The Price for Leadership 
 

     Whoever said being a leader is easy.  Leadership means people are watch-
ing your every move.  While some encourage the leader, many are looking for 
a weakness, a chink in the armor.  They are jealous of the position and look for 

a way to bring the leader down.  We have plenty of examples in the Bible of those who were 
great leaders, and those who failed miserably in leadership.  One of the most positive exam-
ples we have in the Bible of excellent leadership is that of the prophet Daniel.   
     As we pick up the action in Daniel 6, King Cyrus of the Medes and Persians has put Dari-
us in place to rule the conquered Babylonian territories.  Governors were selected to rule, 
with three administrators over them.  Daniel was selected by Darius as one of the three ad-
ministrators, and he so distinguished himself from the others, word leaked that Darius 
planned to appoint him over the whole kingdom due to his exceptional qualities.  This did not 
go over well with the other two administrators and the 120 governors.  In a private meeting in 
the Median palace in Babylon, a conversation like this took place: “The king plans to put Dan-
iel over head of the kingdom.  There is no way we can allow this to happen.  Our plans will be 
ruined if he stays in power.  We need to find a way to discredit him before the king and thus 
destroy him in the process.” 
     But they had a problem.  Everyone who knew Daniel knew of his impeccable character.  
They could not find a single charge to bring against him.  He wouldn’t run around with wom-
an.  He didn’t cheat on his taxes.  He had a long-standing relationship with several kings who 
reigned in Babylon as he interpreted their dreams accurately.  
     They looked over all the memos he had written, seeing if they could find an inconsistency, 
anything they could use against him - present day tracking the emails - but nothing corrupt 
could be found.  The envy continued to grow and burn among these men.  Finally, one of the 
conspirators came up with an idea: 
     “We will never find any basis for charges against this man Daniel unless it has something 
to do with the law of God” (Daniel 6:5).  They convinced Darius to sign a law that anyone who 
prayed to a god other than Darius for the next thirty days would be killed by lions.  These cor-
rupt leaders knew Daniel would not stop praying to his God, something he did three times a 
day.  They caught Daniel praying and the new law sealed his fate, so they thought.  
     Now you might wonder why all these political leaders wanted Daniel dead.  It is quite likely 
the governors were ripping off the king.  They would withhold money that they collected from 
taxation and then use it for themselves, which is why Daniel’s character qualities of being 
trustworthy and having no corruption is emphasized in the text.  This stood in contrast to the 
corruption and deception of the other leaders.  Jealousy is an ugly thing.  Daniel would not go 
along with their greed and robbery so there was only one thing they could do – get rid of him 
one way or the other.  There is a price to be paid for leadership in any given field.  Whatever 
the career or pursuit, anyone who gives themselves to excellence will sooner or later pay a 

price.  A great leader will not give in.  They will live a consistent lifestyle, 
trusting God no matter the cost.    
      Mark 
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Welcome 
We pray you will be encouraged and uplifted 

as we join together in worship. 

2206 Tecoma Drive 
Knoxville, TN  37917 
865-523-1764 

Website:www.arlingtonchurchofchrist.org 

Arlington Friends 
Arlington Church of Christ Youth Group 

     

 



Arlington Family Pages 
Seeking to edify, educate and 

inform the Family of God 

Sunday, July 4, 2021 

Elders  

Mark Brackney Ph:   622-0376 
Leland Price Ph:   925-4424 
Danny Rider Ph:   705-9713 
Wayne Shannon  Ph:   742-0517 
Gregg Summers Ph:   223-4515 
 

Deacons  
Jason McDougal - YPYF/Vacation Bible School 
Bud Norris - Worship Participants 
Keith Tatum - Education/Picture Board/Family Camp 
Ronnie Weldon - Attendance/Communion Prep/Bldg 
 

Minister:         Mark Brackney Ph:   523-1764 

Associate Minister:  Tommy Drinnen 
 

Secretaries:   Becky Johnson Jennifer Tatum 
 

Missionaries:  Tom & Angie Langley - WEI 

 
Family Matters 

 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   July     4 Jennifer Tatum 
   July     6 Sandy Dewitt 
    

We are now offering Bible classes  Sunday 
mornings at 9:30 a.m.  We will have one 
combined adult class and several children 
classes.  We will meet for worship at 10:30 
a.m.  Mask wearing will be a personal 
choice.  The adult Bible class and the wor-
ship service will be live streamed. 
 

Wednesday night Bible study will start  
back, July 7, 7 p.m.  Bible class will also  
be accessible by zoom moving forward 
 

Sunday night, July 11, small groups  
will start back at 6 p.m.  A group will  

meet at the Brackney’s and the Rider’s 
 

The men will meet for breakfast at  
Shoney’s, Thursday, July 15, 8:30 a.m.   
After breakfast, they will carpool to visit Bill 
Pruett for those who would like to join us. 
 

Teen Tubing trip, Saturday, July 17.  We 
will depart Arlington at 8 a.m.  Cost is $25. 

 

The church is invited to the Brackney’s 
for food, fellowship, and fun.  Bring food to 
share (water will be provided), lawn chairs, 
and corn hole boards for our annual corn 
hole tournament. Sunday, July 18, 6.m. 
 

Cades Cove Biking, Wed, July 21. See 
details and sign up on Teen board. 

 

Fourth Sunday Fellowship is back 
July 25!  Please bring food to share.   
All visitors are invited to join us for lunch. 
 

Cedar Point Trip, Aug. 1 - Aug. 3.  
See details and sign up on Teen board. 

SERVING THE ASSEMBLY TODAY 
              @10:30 
Opening Prayer   George Sanders 
Communion         Leland Price 
Security               Bill Gilliam 
      “                      Bruce McQuaig 

Arlington Family: 
The family of Glenda Thompson 
Clovis Taylor is recovering from receiving a  
   pacemaker on June 30 
Danny & Deborah Davis are dealing with on- 
   going health problems 
Teresa Heinz  
John and Laura Burka  
Rick Case 
Ben Cavin 
Laurie Duncan 
David Giles 
Becky Johnson 
Marge Percell 
Danny Rider 
Sheila Riggs 
Terri Trent 
Shirley Waggoner  
 

Missionaries: 
Tom & Angie Langley 
 

Shut Ins: 
Rosaline Davis             Katheryn Norman 
Lynda Elliott             Bill Pruett 
Doris Hightower            Dan Trent 
 
Friends and Family: 
Sympathy to the Rucker family (former mem- 
   bers) in the passing of their grandson, Alex 
Sympathy to the family of Laurie Duncan’s  
   Stepson, who passed away last Sunday 
Prayers for the Weldons’ friend, Dina, that  
   her insurance approves her back surgery 

Friends and Family: (cont) 
Paula Buttrey’s mom, Lena, is back in hospital  
   with heart issues. 
Becky Johnson’s sister-in-law, Ms. Brandon  
   Reynolds,  is dealing with health issues 
Stan Johnson’s sister, Kathy Johnson, is recov- 
   ering from a hip fracture 
Diana Yarborough’s friend, Janie Watkins, is  
   battling cancer 
Carly Rollings dad’s friend, Wes Marshall, has  
   been diagnosed with cancer 
Jody Barker’s mother is now suffering from  
   additional health problems due to the  
   effects of COVID 
Everett Monroe’s brother, Jim Monroe, is  
   dealing with health issues 
Aleta Esau’s brother, Glenn Barber, has been  
   diagnosed with Lymphoma and has started  
   Chemo therapy 
Betty Weaver’s husband, Delbert, is under 
   going tests for health issues 
Teresa Combs’ and Charlotte Giles’ mother,  
   Claudette Terry, is having kidney problems 
Laurie Duncan’s daughter, Jenny, is struggling  
   with a herniated disc 
Stan Johnson’s friend, Jennifer Johnson, is  
   battling breast cancer and a heart blockage 
Hoyt Box’s cousin, Amy Coleman, has been  
   diagnosed with recurring Non-Hodgkins  
   Lymphoma. Her doctors say the cancer is  
   shrinking. Send cards to 7441 Hwy 70 So.,  
   Apt. 436, Nashville, TN 37221 
Becky Johnson’s friends, the Lowerys, are  
   dealing with health issues 

We continue to have our  
Sunday Night Connections 

at 6 p.m. and  
Wednesday Night Bible 
study at 7 p.m. via Zoom.  


