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The Handwriting on the Wall 
     The book of Daniel is full of all kinds of interesting stories reminding us that 
nations rise and nations fall, but God is always present and in control.  I need 
to be reminded continually in the ups and downs of life that I am never alone 

and God cares.  Just as God was with Daniel and his fellow Jews while they were in exile, 
God is with us in our difficult times.  Daniel also reminds us that God’s timing is different from 
our timing.  Once such example comes from Daniel 5. 
     Based on the order of the kings of Babylon, at least twenty-three years has passed be-
tween Daniel chapter 4 and 5.  After Nebuchadnezzar died, five other kings come to power, 
beginning with Amel-Marduk and ending with Nabonidus and his son Belshazzar.  Most of 
them suffered untimely deaths.  Belshazzar was a co-regent with his dad, Nabonidus.  Bel-
shazzar was a grandson of Nebuchadnezzar and his infamous party has passed down to us 
a phrase that we still say twenty-five centuries later: the handwriting on the wall. 
     Where has Daniel been during the last twenty-three years since Nebuchadnezzar’s 
death?  Historians tell us that after Nebuchadnezzar died, all the ministers who were at the 
core of the palace administration were banished and sent away from the throne.  When Bel-
shazzar sent out the one thousand invitations for people to come to his party, Daniel would 
not have been on the list.  At this party, Belshazzar not only drank too much, but he drank too 
much out of the sacred gold and silver wine goblets that Nebuchadnezzar had taken from the 
Jerusalem temple. Those holy vessels were to be used in pouring out drink offerings to the 
only true God, and Belshazzar is using them for sacrilegious purposes – getting drunk.  No 
wonder God said, “Enough! Your number is up!” 
     As the king drinks and parties, a hand appeared and wrote words on the wall.  The king is 
beside himself with fear for none of his officials could read the handwriting.  After twenty-
three years of anonymity, Daniel is called upon once again to interpret this vision/handwriting.  
Keep in mind, by this point in the story, Daniel is around eighty years old.  God was not fin-
ished with him.  Daniel is still on call, for there is no retirement age for a servant of God.   
     What was the meaning of these words on the wall? Mene: God has numbered the days of 
your reign and brought it to an end.  Tekel: You have been weighed on the scales and found 
wanting - the kingdom has been weighed and found to lack value as Babylon did not meet 
God’s standard.  Parsin: Your kingdom is divided and given to the Medes and Persians.  In 
fact, this very night, the Medes and Persians will advance under the great walls of Babylon in 
an ingenious attack. Keep in mind the Euphrates River ran through the city.  Cyrus had his 
troops build a canal so they could divert the Euphrates away from the city.  He ordered the 
soldiers at the front and the back of the city to watch the river.  Once the water receded from 
both ends of the city, without being seen in the darkness of night, the army began to breach 
the impregnable city.  
      Belshazzar took a holy vessel that was from the temple of God and desecrated it.  We are 
temples and vessels of God that need to be used for loving God and others, not for selfish 

purposes.  What message on a wall might God write about your life?   
       Mark 
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Welcome 
We pray you will be encouraged and uplifted 

as we join together in worship. 

2206 Tecoma Drive 
Knoxville, TN  37917 
865-523-1764 

Website:www.arlingtonchurchofchrist.org 

Arlington Friends 
Arlington Church of Christ Youth Group 
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inform the Family of God 

Sunday, June 6, 2021 

Elders  

Mark Brackney Ph:   622-0376 
Leland Price Ph:   925-4424 
Danny Rider Ph:   705-9713 
Wayne Shannon  Ph:   742-0517 
Gregg Summers Ph:   223-4515 
 

Deacons  
Jason McDougal - YPYF/Vacation Bible School 
Bud Norris - Worship Participants 
Keith Tatum - Education/Picture Board/Family Camp 
Ronnie Weldon - Attendance/Communion Prep/Bldg 
 

Minister:         Mark Brackney Ph:   523-1764 

Associate Minister:  Tommy Drinnen 
 

Secretaries:   Becky Johnson Jennifer Tatum 
 

Missionaries:  Tom & Angie Langley - WEI 

 
Family Matters 

 
 
 

Happy Birthday!! 
 
 
 
 

   June    6 A.V. Debusk 
   June    6 Henry Debusk 
   June    6 Kira McDougal 
   June   11 Niki Price 
   June   13 Bernice Borg 

We are now offering Bible classes  Sunday 
mornings at 9:30 a.m.  We will have one 
combined adult class and several children 
classes.  We will meet for worship at 10:30 
a.m.  Mask wearing will be a personal 
choice.  The adult Bible class and the wor-
ship service will continue to be live streamed 
for those who remain at home 
 

The men will meet for breakfast at  
Shoney’s, Thursday, June 17, 8:30 a.m. 

 

Wednesday night Bible study will start  
back, July 7, 7 p.m.  Bible class will also  
be accessible by zoom moving forward 
 

Sunday night, July 11, small groups  
will start back at 6 p.m.  A group will  

meet at the Brackney’s and the Rider’s 
 

The men will meet for breakfast at  
Shoney’s, Thursday, July 15, 8:30 a.m.   
After breakfast, we will carpool to visit Bill 
Pruett for those who would like to join us. 
 

The church is invited to the Brackney’s 
for food, fellowship, and fun.  Please bring 

food to share (water will be provided so 
bring other drinks if you would like),  

lawn chairs, and corn hole boards for our 
annual corn hole tournament.   

Sunday, July 18, 6.m. 
 

Fourth Sunday Fellowship is back 
July 25!  Please bring food to share.   
All visitors are invited to join us for lunch. 

SERVING THE ASSEMBLY TODAY 
              @10:30 
Opening Prayer   Joshua Brackney 
Communion         Danny Davis 
Security               Keith Tatum 
      “                      Bruce McQuaig 

Arlington Family: 
Our sympathy is extended to the family of  
   Glenda Thompson as they mourn her pass- 
   ing.  Her celebration of life will be held to- 
   morrow night, Monday, June 7, at 6 p.m.   
   at the Arlington Church of Christ building.  
   Please continue to pray for Susan, Bettie,  
   and the rest of Glenda’s family 
Dann Chapman has been fighting an infection 
The Brackney family and Taylor family as  
   they mourn  
Mark and Heather Percell both are recover- 
   ing from COVID.  
Clovis Taylor will be receiving a pacemaker 
Danny & Deborah Davis are dealing with on- 
   going health problems 
Teresa Heinz  
John and Laura Burka  
Rick Case 
Ben Cavin 
Laurie Duncan 
David Giles 
Becky Johnson 
Marge Percell 
Danny Rider 
Sheila Riggs 
Terri Trent 
Shirley Waggoner  
 

Missionaries: 
Tom & Angie Langley 
 

Shut Ins: 
Rosaline Davis             Katheryn Norman 
Lynda Elliott             Bill Pruett 
Doris Hightower            Dan Trent 
 

Friends and Family: 
Our sympathy is extended to the family of  
   Faye Sasser as she passed away Saturday,  
   May 29.  Please keep Pete and the family in  
   your prayers 
Stan Johnson’s sister, Kathy Johnson, is recov- 
   ering from a hip fracture 
Diana Yarborough’s friend, Janie Watkins, is  
   battling cancer 
Paula Buttrey’s mother is now home from the  
   hospital and doing better 
Carly Rollings dad’s friend, Wes Marshall, has  
   been diagnosed with cancer 
Jody Barker’s mother has been diagnosed  
   with COVID for the 2nd time 
Tim Barlow’s former co-worker is asking for  
   prayers for her brother, John Black, who is  
   suffering from complications from COVID 
Barbara Hoff’s daughter's boyfriend is recov- 
   ering from emergency surgery 
Patrick Mead’s mother is preparing for knee  
   surgery           
Everett Monroe’s brother, Jim Monroe, is  
   dealing with health issues 
Aleta Esau’s brother, Glenn Barber, has been  
   diagnosed with Lymphoma and has started  
   Chemo therapy 
Betty Weaver’s husband, Delbert, is under 
   going tests for health issues 
Teresa Combs’ and Charlotte Giles’ mother,  
   Claudette Terry, is having kidney problems 
Laurie Duncan’s daughter, Jenny, is struggling  
   with a herniated disc 
Stan Johnson’s friend, Jennifer Johnson, is  
   battling breast cancer and a heart blockage 
Hoyt Box’s cousin, Amy Coleman, has been  
   diagnosed with recurring Non-Hodgkins  
   Lymphoma. Her doctors say the cancer is  
   shrinking. Send cards to 7441 Hwy 70 So.,  
   Apt. 436, Nashville, TN 37221 

We continue to have our  
Sunday Night Connections 

at 6 p.m. and  
Wednesday Night Bible 
study at 7 p.m. via Zoom.  


