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Faith in the Furnace 
     In Daniel 3, King Nebuchadnezzar ordered his designers and construction 
team to erect a statue in his image.  He had become so impressed with the 
dream Daniel interpreted in chapter two that he must have reasoned, “If I am 

the head of gold, why not be the whole body of gold?”  This statue was not like one you 
would see in the middle of a park today.  This thing was a monstrosity.  It was sixty cubits 
high and six cubits wide.  That means it was ninety feet tall.  It was also unbalanced.  The 
ratio of the image was ten-to-one.  This was an image of an extremely tall, skinny man.  The 
average body ratio of a person today is five-to-one.  You could see this thing from miles 
away. 
     One of the reasons King Nebuchadnezzar had this image erected is to unite his kingdom 
religiously as he ruled a huge empire.  He wanted to bring the empire together to bow down 
before this image.  This reminds you of what was happening in Revelation in regards to em-
peror worship.  The emperors demanded to be worshiped as god.  The Christians would nev-
er do such a thing and thus were being persecuted and martyred.  Remember how Rome in 
Revelation is called Babylon.  Any nation that turns against the God of the heavens could be 
called Babylon. 
     The gathered crowd around this statue had two options: when the music played the peo-
ple were to worship or burn (Daniel 3:4-6).  So, we find the band playing and the crowd of 
hundreds of thousands hit the dust.  All, that is, but three.  Imagine how Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego stuck out from all the rest.  Some astrologers step forward and remind the 
king how he had ordered everyone to bow down and that there were three Jews who paid no 
attention to the order. The king is willing to give these three men one more chance, but he 
made it clear that he would carry out the punishment if they refused to worship his image.  
The king asks, “What God will be able to rescue you?”  How quickly he forgot the God who 
gave the dream and interpretation of the king to Daniel.  It was God who made known the 
history of the coming world to Nebuchadnezzar.  God gave him his position but he had forgot-
ten God. 
     Next, we find one of the great statements of faith in the Bible by these three men (Daniel 
3:16-18).  They would never bow before the image of the king.  This was idolatry and God 
was clear about how he felt about worshipping idols (Exodus 2-:4-5).  There was no hesita-
tion.  They knew whom they trusted and nothing was going to frighten them.  They knew God 
could rescue them if he wanted, but whether he did or not, they would never worship the im-
age of the king.  They would only worship the one true God.  What an incredible example of 
faith. I believe this is what our world is crying for today: men and women, boys and girls, peo-
ple who will not change their convictions based on their circumstances.  These three men 
knew what God wanted them to do, and they were not afraid.  Due to their disobedience, the 
king had them thrown into a fiery furnace.  The result?  God protected them and even joined 
them in the furnace.  The king saw not three men walking around in the fire, but four.  Most 

scholars believe this was Christ, pre-incarnate, who had joined the men.  
The result: Nebuchadnezzar praised God and promoted the men.  Mark  
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Welcome 
We pray you will be encouraged and uplifted 

as we join together in worship. 

2206 Tecoma Drive 
Knoxville, TN  37917 
865-523-1764 

Website:www.arlingtonchurchofchrist.org 

Arlington Friends 
Arlington Church of Christ Youth Group 

     

We rejoice that  
Justice Roserie  
was baptized into Christ  
last Sunday night.   
Please keep Justice in  
your prayers as he begins 
 his new life in Christ. 
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Elders  

Mark Brackney Ph:   622-0376 
Leland Price Ph:   925-4424 
Danny Rider Ph:   705-9713 
Wayne Shannon  Ph:   742-0517 
Gregg Summers Ph:   223-4515 
 

Deacons  
Jason McDougal - YPYF/Vacation Bible School 
Bud Norris - Worship Participants 
Keith Tatum - Education/Picture Board/Family Camp 
Ronnie Weldon - Attendance/Communion Prep/Bldg 
 

Minister:         Mark Brackney Ph:   523-1764 

Associate Minister:  Tommy Drinnen 
 

Secretaries:   Becky Johnson Jennifer Tatum 
 

Missionaries:  Tom & Angie Langley - WEI 

 
Family Matters 

 

Happy Birthday!! 
 

   May    24 Ronnie Weldon 
   May    24 Andrew James 
   May    25 Laura Owens 
   May    26 Tom Drinnen 
   May    27 Dave Dewitt 
   May    28 Bill Gilliam 
   May    29 Janie Johnson 

We are now offering Bible classes  Sunday 
mornings at 9:30 a.m.  We will have one com-
bined adult class and several children classes.  
We will meet for worship at 10:30 a.m.  Mask 
wearing will be a personal choice.  The adult 
Bible class and the worship service will continue 
to be live streamed for those who remain at 
home 
 

Thank you for all the thoughts, prayers, and the gift 
basket you gave me when I had lung surgery.  Your 
kindness means the world and I love each one of you. 
Jonathan Brackney 
 

I would like to thank Mark, Danny, and Gregg...and all 
the Arlington family that came out for Allison’s home-
coming service.  I told Mark it was perfect.  And Allison 
would have been so happy.  Our family loves you all 
and especially how you surround my parents with love 
and understanding during this heartbreaking time. 
Angela Taylor Irwin 
 

Dear Church Family, we have felt so loved and cared 
for this past week with food, calls, cards, and prayers.  
Thank you for your love and concerns.  Everything is 
much appreciated. Also, many thanks to Mark, Danny 
and Gregg for their part in making Allison’s service so 
special. Love, Clovis & Peggy, Jesse & John Morgan, 
Ella & Ethan, Samantha Cook 
 

Dearest Arlington Brothers & Sisters, Words are so 
inadequate to express my heart feelings to you all.  
Thank you for loving Jerry and me as family these past 
over 18 years.  Thank you for your continual prayers for 
both Jerry and me and all our family as we traveled this 
journey with his illnesses.  Thank you for your hundreds 
of notes of encouragement  you have sent to us over 
the years.  They meant more than you will ever know.  
Thank you with all my heart for allowing Mark to travel 
the many times to Michigan to help take care of his 
dad.  Jerry & I both so deeply appreciated this.  Thank 
you again for your prayers, your love and sympathy.  
God bless you all.  With so much love beyond measure, 
Rita Brackney 

SERVING THE ASSEMBLY TODAY 
              @10:30 
Opening Prayer   Jonathan Brackney 
Communion         Keith Tatum 
Security               Bill Gilliam 
      “                      Randy Riggs 

Arlington Family: 
Our sympathy is extended to the Mehlhorn  
   family as they mourn Peggy’s passing 
Jacob Shannon is recovering from having his  
   appendix removed last week 
Dann Chapman has been fighting an infection 
The Brackney family and Taylor family as  
   they mourn  
Mark and Heather Percell both are recover- 
   ing from COVID.  
Clovis Taylor will be receiving a pacemaker 
Danny & Deborah Davis are dealing with on- 
   going health problems 
Tom Drinnen is recovering from pneumonia 
Glenda Thompson is recovering from a  
   second hip replacement surgery after a fall 
Teresa Heinz  
John and Laura Burka  
Rick Case 
Ben Cavin 
Laurie Duncan 
Aleta Esau as she mourns Chris’ death 
David Giles 
Becky Johnson 
Marge Percell 
Danny Rider 
Sheila Riggs 
Terri Trent 
Shirley Waggoner  
 

Missionaries: 
Tom & Angie Langley 
 

Shut Ins: 
Rosaline Davis             Katheryn Norman 
Lynda Elliott             Bill Pruett 
Doris Hightower            Dan Trent 

Friends and Family: 
Carly Rollings dad’s friend, Wes Marshall, has  
   been diagnosed with cancer 
Jody Barker’s mother has been diagnosed  
   with COVID for the 2nd time 
Tim Barlow’s former co-worker is asking for  
   prayers for her brother, John Black, who is  
   suffering from serious complications from  
   COVID 
Barbara Hoff’s daughter's boyfriend is recov- 
   ering from emergency surgery 
Patrick Mead’s mother is preparing for knee  
   surgery           
Everett Monroe’s brother, Jim Monroe, is  
   dealing with health issues 
Aleta Esau’s brother, Glenn Barber, has been  
   diagnosed with Lymphoma and has started  
   Chemo therapy 
Betty Weaver’s husband, Delbert, is under 
   going tests for health issues 
Teresa Combs’ and Charlotte Giles’ mother,  
   Claudette Terry, is having kidney problems 
Stan Johnson’s co-worker, Stacey Butler, is  
   recovering from surgery 
Laura Owens’ dad is in the hospital 
Laurie Duncan’s daughter, Jenny, is struggling  
   with a herniated disc 
Stan Johnson’s friend, Jennifer Johnson, is  
   battling breast cancer and a heart blockage 
Hoyt Box’s cousin, Amy Coleman, has been  
   diagnosed with recurring Non-Hodgkins  
   Lymphoma. Her doctors say the cancer is  
   shrinking. Send cards to 7041 Hwy 70 So.,  
   Apt. 436, Nashville, TN 37221 
Becky Johnson’s friends, the Lowerys, are  
   dealing with health issues 
Sue Childers is continuing to have ongoing  
   health problems 

We continue to have our  
Sunday Night Connections 

at 6 p.m. and  
Wednesday Night Bible 
study at 7 p.m. via Zoom.  


