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“A Time for Everything”  (reprint) 

     Whether it be sports, business, or personal relationships – timing is every-
thing.  If we had a crystal ball and knew when to act, we would be much re-
lieved.  We could all be wealthy, prosperous, and spiritually strong if we only 

knew when and what to do with our lives.  The author of Ecclesiastes knows the value of tim-
ing.  There are people who have never read the Bible who are familiar with Ecclesiastes 3:1-
8, due to one of the songs of a 60’s rock group called the Byrds.  They put these words to 
music with the song: “Turn, Turn, Turn.” 
     All of the major moments in life are mentioned in this text.  Each of these fourteen lines 
gives an opposite pair of actions: a time to be born and a time to die, a time to plant and a 
time to uproot, a time to kill and a time to heal, a time to tear down and a time to build, a time 
to weep and a time to laugh, a time to mourn and a time to dance, a time to scatter stones 
and a time to gather, a time to embrace and a time to refrain, a time to search and a time to 
give up, a time to keep and a time to throw away, a time to tear and a time to mend, a time to 
be silent and a time to speak, a time to love and a time to hate, a time for war and a time for 
peace. 
     What time is it now?  The writer tells us, “He has made everything beautiful in its time.  He 
has also set eternity in the hearts of men; yet they cannot fathom what God had done from 
beginning to end” (Ecclesiastes 3:11).  In order to have a good life, we think we need to know 
God’s timetable, for God has made everything beautiful in its time.  But the problem with this 
is that we can’t know God’s timetable.  We can’t know the right time for everything.  This pas-
sage shows our inability to figure out God’s timing. 
     The word translated “eternity” is the key word.   God has placed in our hearts a longing to 
understand the big picture.  We want to know things like: What more is there for me to do 
with my life? When do I act on this important decision?  We don’t always know.  God is the 
only one who knows, but it doesn’t appear that he is letting us in on the secret.  We are not 
alone.  The disciples wondered about timing:  “Then they gathered around him and asked 
him, ‘Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?’ He said to them: ‘It is 
not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority’” (Acts 1:6-7).  
Job wondered: “Why does the Almighty not set times for judgment? Why must those who 
know him look in vain for such days?” (Job 24:1).  God never gave a direct answer to Job.  
Instead God showed his power.  God basically says: “I’m God, and you’re not. My ways are 
greater than your understanding.  Trust me.” 
     This passage in Ecclesiastes is not meant to direct us to knowing the exact timing to act in 
these various ways.  The timing and consequences of our actions is unknown, but we should 
not despair.  God is in control.  But we struggle wanting to be like God, just like what hap-
pened in the Garden of Eden with Adam and Eve.  We want to see eternity as God sees it.  
We want to know the time.  So we eat from our own trees of knowledge, attempting to try and 
understand life and manipulate it. We need to let go and trust God and his timing, knowing 

that God is the one who holds the past, present, and future.   
      Mark 
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Welcome 
We pray you will be encouraged and uplifted 

as we join together in worship. 

2206 Tecoma Drive 
Knoxville, TN  37917 
865-523-1764 

Website:www.arlingtonchurchofchrist.org 

Arlington Friends 
Arlington Church of Christ Youth Group 

     

Live  
Streaming 
Needs... 

 

We are looking for individuals who 
would be willing to help with live- 
streaming our Sunday morning  

services.  Our regulars are needing a 
break.  See Mark for details on  

how you can help. 



Arlington Family Pages 
Seeking to edify, educate and 

inform the Family of God 

Sunday, May 2, 2021 

Elders  

Mark Brackney Ph:   622-0376 
Leland Price Ph:   925-4424 
Danny Rider Ph:   705-9713 
Wayne Shannon  Ph:   742-0517 
Gregg Summers Ph:   223-4515 
 

Deacons  
Jason McDougal - YPYF/Vacation Bible School 
Bud Norris - Worship Participants 
Keith Tatum - Education/Picture Board/Family Camp 
Ronnie Weldon - Attendance/Communion Prep/Bldg 
 

Minister:         Mark Brackney Ph:   523-1764 

Associate Minister:  Tommy Drinnen 
 

Secretaries:   Becky Johnson Jennifer Tatum 
 

Missionaries:  Tom & Angie Langley - WEI 

 
Family Matters 

 
 
 

 

Happy Birthday!! 
 
 
 
 

   May     3 Randy Riggs 
   May     4 Rebecca Brackney 
   May     6 Laurie Duncan 
   May     7 Mark Percell 
   May     8 Zach Shannon 

We are now offering Bible classes  
Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m.  We will 
have one combined adult class and sev-
eral children classes.  We will meet for 
worship at 10:30 a.m.  We request that 
you still wear a mask when we are all 
together.  The adult Bible class and the 
worship service will continue to be live 
streamed for those who are still remain-
ing at home. 
 
There will be a bridal 
shower for Davis  
Rider and his fiancé, 
Kris Ann Philips, this 
Saturday, May 8, at  
1 p.m., in the fellow-
ship hall.  They are 
registered at Amazon 
and Target. 
 

We will have a banquet for our 
graduating high school seniors 

on Sunday, May 16, 5 p.m., fel-
lowship hall.  Please sign up on 

the board if you would like to attend. 
 
The men will meet for 
breakfast at Shoney’s on 
Broadway on Thursday, 
May 20, at 8:30. 

SERVING THE ASSEMBLY TODAY 
              @10:30 
Opening Prayer   George Sanders 
Communion         Danny Davis 
Security               Keith Tatum 
      “                      Bruce McQuaig 

Arlington Family: 
Our sympathy is extended to Mark Brackney  
   and family in the passing of his dad, Jerry  
   Brackney.  There will be a Memorial Gath- 
   ering from 2 to 4 p.m. and a Celebration of  
   Life at 4 p.m. tomorrow, May 3, at Roches- 
   ter Church of Christ, 250 West Avon Road,  
   Rochester Hills, MI  48307. The celebration  
   of life will be live-streamed on You Tube. In  
   lieu of flowers, donations can be made to  
   Michigan Christian Youth Camp. 
Our sympathy is extended to Aleta Esau in  
   the passing of her grandson, Chris Collins.   
Billie Bayles is recovering from a hard fall 
Clovis Taylor will be receiving a pacemaker 
Danny & Deborah Davis are dealing with on- 
   going health problems 
Tom Drinnen is recovering from pneumonia 
Glenda Thompson has been diagnosed with  
   diabetes and is continuing proton therapy  
John and Laura Burka  
Rick Case 
Ben Cavin 
Laurie Duncan 
David Giles 
John Hoff 
Becky Johnson 
Heather Percell 
Marge Percell 
Danny Rider 
Sheila Riggs 
Terri Trent 
Shirley Waggoner  

 

 

 

Friends and Family: 
Our sympathy is extended to the family of Dot  
   Russell Alley as they mourn her passing this  
   past week 
Patrick Mead’s mother is home from the  
   hospital and preparing for knee surgery.            
   You can send cards to Catherine Mead,  
   c/o Keestone Independent Living,  
   201 N. Cedar St., Florence, AL  35630 
John Hoff’s niece, Mallory Hoff, was injured in  
   a car accident and the family needs prayers  
   as they are having to make difficult decisions 
Everett Monroe’s brother, Jim Monroe, is  
   dealing with health issues 
Aleta Esau’s brother, Glenn Barber, has been  
   diagnosed with Lymphoma and is starting  
   chemotherapy 
Betty Weaver’s husband, Delbert, is under 
   going tests for health issues 
Teresa Combs’ and Charlotte Giles’ mother,  
   Claudette Terry, is having kidney problems 
Stan Johnson’s co-worker, Stacey Butler, is  
   recovering from surgery 
Carly Rollings’ friend, McHale Bright, is recov- 
   ering from an accident 
Laura Owens’ dad is in the hospital 
Laurie Duncan’s daughter, Jenny, is struggling  
   with a herniated disc 
Stan Johnson’s friend, Jennifer Johnson, is  
   battling breast cancer and a heart blockage 
Hoyt Box’s cousin, Amy Coleman, has been  
   diagnosed with recurring Non-Hodgkins  
   Lymphoma. Her doctors say the cancer is  
   shrinking. Send cards to 7041 Hwy 70 So.,  
   Apt. 436, Nashville, TN 37221 
Becky Johnson’s friends, the Lowerys, are  
   dealing with health issues 
Sue Childers is continuing to have ongoing  
   health problems 
 

We continue to have our  
Sunday Night Connections 

at 6 p.m. and  
Wednesday Night Bible 
study at 7 p.m. via Zoom.  


