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A Tough-Minded Teenager 
     It has been thirty-four years since I was a teenager.  My, how time flies.  
Every generation has its challenges as culture wars take place.  I grew up in 
the age of M-TV, Michael Jackson, and Michael Jordon.  A new disease, called 

AIDS, was spreading like wild fire.  The personal computer was starting to make a name for 
itself and cell phones were starting to hit the market – although they were the size of a shoe 
box.  Mega churches were beginning to pop up and Christian music was a genre that was 
coming alive. 
     While my teen generation had many challenges, it was nothing compared to what the 
prophet Daniel faced as he grew up in Babylon. Daniel is an example of what it looks like to 
swim upstream.  It is very challenging and much easier to drift along with the flow.  The same 
can be said of trying to swim against the tide or flow of culture.  God has not asked us to do 
what is easy or convenient.  We are called to live differently in this world, and many in this 
world are not going to like it.  While most of our culture has no issue with drunkenness, 
greed, self-indulgence, pornography, consensual sex, lying, cheating, and pride – God thinks 
differently.  God’s people are to be different. In a culture that preaches tolerance for all things, 
there is little tolerance for people who have ethics of morality guided by God.  When you take 
a stand and act differently, the world reacts because you prick their conscious.  If you don’t 
agree and accept what they do, you might be labeled, discredited, and lose your job.  We 
should not be surprised for this is the way it has been for God followers for centuries. 
     When Nebuchadnezzar attacked Jerusalem the first time, and to assure the loyalty of the 
people of Judah, he took seventy young men with him.  Daniel was one of those hostages in 
that first deportation. This concept of taking the youngest and brightest as hostages has been 
repeated time and again.  Mind control is real and begins with the young.  By destroying their 
beliefs, the ruling forces of evil can capture the minds of a generation for their purposes like 
the Hitler Youth that the Nazi’s started to introduce children and juveniles to Nazi ideology 
and policy.  Today, our children are being subverted in a more subtle fashion than what the 
Nazi party did, but the web of control is just as strong. 
     Nebuchadnezzar understood this battle for the minds of the young (Daniel 1:3-4).  When it 
came to bringing back hostages, he instructed his chief to choose the most intelligent. Imag-
ine the agony in Jerusalem as seventy of the brightest among them were carted off to a for-
eign country. The goal was not just to reeducate these men, but to brainwash them.  Nebu-
chadnezzar was fine with them looking like Jews on the outside, but he wanted them Babylo-
nian on the inside.  Nebuchadnezzar wanted them to forget their homes, their lifestyle, and 
everything about their godly Jewish heritage – a reason he changed their names. 
     Daniel and his three buddies could have made excuses for not following God.  Someone 
said the test of true character is what you do when you know absolutely nobody will find out.  
These young courageous teenagers passed the test (Daniel 1:5-21) and God used them in 
mighty ways in Babylon.  May God raise up another army of courageous Daniels to fight back 

against the prevailing winds of our culture that has little room for God 
and his commands.       Mark  

 

  

April 18, 2021 
Vol.  52   No.  16 

Welcome 
We pray you will be encouraged and uplifted 

as we join together in worship. 

2206 Tecoma Drive 
Knoxville, TN  37917 
865-523-1764 

Website:www.arlingtonchurchofchrist.org 

Arlington Friends 
Arlington Church of Christ Youth Group 

     

Live  
Streaming 
Needs... 

 

We are looking for individuals who 
would be willing to help with live- 
streaming our Sunday morning  

services.  Our regulars are needing a 
break.  See Mark for details on  

how you can help. 



Arlington Family Pages 
Seeking to edify, educate and 

inform the Family of God 

Sunday, April 18, 2021 

Elders  

Mark Brackney Ph:   622-0376 
Leland Price Ph:   925-4424 
Danny Rider Ph:   705-9713 
Wayne Shannon  Ph:   742-0517 
Gregg Summers Ph:   223-4515 
 

Deacons  
Jason McDougal - YPYF/Vacation Bible School 
Bud Norris - Worship Participants 
Keith Tatum - Education/Picture Board/Family Camp 
Ronnie Weldon - Attendance/Communion Prep/Bldg 
 

Minister:         Mark Brackney Ph:   523-1764 

Associate Minister:  Tommy Drinnen 
 

Secretaries:   Becky Johnson Jennifer Tatum 
 

Missionaries:  Tom & Angie Langley - WEI 

 
Family Matters 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday!! 
 
 
 

 
 
 

   Apr    20 Sue Bivens 
   Apr    22 Kay Cavin 
   Apr    22 Wayne Shannon 
   Apr    24 Lynda Elliott 

We are now offering Bible classes  
Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m.  We will 
have one combined adult class and sev-
eral children classes.  We will meet for 
worship at 10:30 a.m.  We request that 
you still wear a mask when we are all 
together.  The adult Bible class and the 
worship service will continue to be live 
streamed for those who are still remain-
ing at home. 
 

There will be a bridal 
shower for Davis  
Rider and his fiancé, 
Kris Ann, on Saturday, 
May 8, at 1 p.m., in 
the fellowship hall.  
They are registered at 
Amazon and Target. 

-- 
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We welcome (William) Terry Fox, to our 
Arlington family.  His address is  

132 Burkhardt Way Lot #12,  
Kodak, TN 37764.   

Cell #865-978-0151 
Birthdate June 2 

Email: wterryfox@yahoo.com 

SERVING THE ASSEMBLY TODAY 
              @10:30 
Opening Prayer   Jonathan Brackney 
Communion         Dann Chapman 
Security               Kelly Wachter 
      “                      Bud Norris 

Arlington Family: 
Danny & Deborah Davis are dealing with on- 
   going health problems 
Betty Weaver is recovering from COVID 
Tom Drinnen is home recovering from pneu- 
   monia 
Laura Burka is recovering from a back proce- 
   dure 
Sheila Riggs is recovering from bypass sur- 
   gery 
Glenda Thompson has been diagnosed with  
   diabetes. She is recovering from a hip  
   replacement and continuing proton thera- 
   py  
John Burka is recovering from bruised ribs  
   caused by a fall 
Rick Case 
Ben Cavin 
Laurie Duncan is on strong antibiotics to  
   fight an infection 
David Giles 
John Hoff 
Becky Johnson 
Heather Percell 
Marge Percell 
Danny Rider 
Terri Trent 
Shirley Waggoner  
 

Missionaries: 
Tom & Angie Langley 
 

Shut Ins: 
Rosaline Davis             Katheryn Norman 
Lynda Elliott             Bill Pruett 
Doris Hightower            Dan Trent 
 

Friends and Family: 
Laura Owens’ dad is in the hospital 
Laurie Duncan’s daughter, Jenny, is struggling  
   with a herniated disc 
Stan Johnson’s friend, Jennifer Johnson, is  
   battling breast cancer and a heart blockage 
Hoyt Box’s cousin, Amy Coleman, has been  
   diagnosed with recurring Non-Hodgkins  
   Lymphoma. Her doctors say the cancer is  
   shrinking. Send cards to 7041 Hwy 70 So.,  
   Apt. 436, Nashville, TN 37221 
Kay Cavin’s niece’s son, Aadon, recovering  
   from emergency surgery on his arm 
Becky Johnson’s friends, the Lowerys, are  
   dealing with health issues 
Tracy Case requests prayers for the Chambers  
   as they lost a family member to COVID 
Jamie Mink requests prayers for her friend,  
   Rachael Scott 
Danny Davis’ good friend, Wayne C Miller, has  
   bad diabetes and may lose his foot 
Gregg Summers’ dad, Arnold, with his  
   diabetes and getting settled in TN 
Brett Wyatt, friend of Susan Holloway, has  
   been diagnosed with leukemia 
Carly Rollings niece, Jayden, is recovering  
   from surgery for a broken ankle 
Heather Ream’s uncle, Conrad, is  
   recovering from quadruple bypass 
Caroline Stanton-Hill’s sister, Stella  
   Cypers, is having major stomach issues  
Jerry Brackney has been diagnosed with  
   Parkinson’s disease 
Sue Childers is continuing to have ongoing  
   health problems 
 

Additions to prayer list: 

We continue to have our  
Sunday Night Connections 

at 6 p.m. and  
Wednesday Night Bible 
study at 7 p.m. via Zoom.  


