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Why Did the Cross Happen? 
     As we get one week closer to celebrating Easter, I wanted to take a few 
weeks to focus on what took place during the weekend of that first Easter.  
Some people wonder why and how the death of Jesus happened?  Well, 

there were numerous powers at work.  The first power that comes to mind is Rome.  They 
controlled much of the world and the Jews were under their authority.  From Rome’s perspec-
tive, Jesus died because he was a threat to Caesar.  The next power that comes to mind is 
the crowd in Jerusalem.  They wanted a Messiah who would lead a rebellion and overthrow 
Rome.  To them, Barabbas was more of a messiah figure than Jesus, for he had actually led 
a riot against Rome.  Thus, the crowds asked for his release instead of passive Jesus. 
     Another power at play was Pontius Pilate.  Pilate had a tough job of keeping the peace in 
Jerusalem.  He had to watch out for the Zealot freedom fighters.  He had to be aware of the 
nationalist Pharisees, as well as the isolationists Essenes.  These groups often turned on 
each other, but they were all united in their hatred from Rome.  Pilate used brutality as a 
means to keep each of these groups under his firm grip.  Another power at play was the San-
hedrin made up of the chief priests and Pharisees.  They were jealous of the following Jesus 
had and they were concerned about Rome coming in and destroying their temple (John 11:47
-48).  This is exactly what happened in 70 AD, when Rome finally got fed up with all the re-
volts and wannabee messiah’s.  They laid waste to the city and the temple, which has never 
been rebuilt close to two thousand years later.    
     Jesus was never a military threat to Rome or to the chief priests.  He was a different kind 
of threat.  Jesus claimed the kingdom of God was already present on earth.  The problem is 
that that kingdom didn’t come by way of the temple or in the sacrificial system.   It was in Je-
sus himself.  Jesus was the temple of God and he called people to come him, to partake of 
him, to eat his flesh and drink his blood.  People could find life and experience life in him.  
They didn’t even need the temple anymore.  In fact, Jesus predicted its destruction.  Jesus 
was saying God’s presence was now available through him.  This was crazy talk and the 
Sanhedrin could not allow this to go on. 
     To get Rome to crucify Jesus, they had to come up with two charges.  They ended up 
charging Jesus with blasphemy, so the crowds would turn against him, and then with treason 
so Pilate would kill him.  The Sanhedrin had a difficult task, but Jesus helped them out by 
claiming he was the Messiah (Mark 14:62).  Jesus pronounced his own death sentence be-
cause he knew what needed to be done – the giving of his life for all.  What put Jesus on the 
cross?  Sin and darkness were found in every human player involved, but Jesus knew that 
through love, the cross would not just be a symbol of death and sin, but one of love.  Jesus 
knew what needed to be done to bring about redemption – his death.  It was his choice, not 
Pilate’s, not Herod’s, not Caesar’s, not the Sanhedrin (John 10:15.18). Jesus was in com-
plete control while the other players thought they were in charge.  The cross now serves as a 

universal symbol marking graves, jewelry, and the top of church build-
ings more than any other design.   This symbol of threat became one of 
hope.  Give thanks!        Mark  
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Welcome 
We pray you will be encouraged and uplifted 

as we join together in worship. 

2206 Tecoma Drive 
Knoxville, TN  37917 
865-523-1764 

Website:www.arlingtonchurchofchrist.org 

Arlington Friends 
Arlington Church of Christ Youth Group 

   
  

Tennessee  
Children’s Home 
Spring Food and 

Supply Drive 
 
Items need to be 
brought to the 
church building and 

placed in Mark’s office by Sunday, March 28. 
 
A list of needed items is in the lobby on a handout. 
Thank you so much for your help in supporting this 
great work. 
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inform the Family of God 

Sunday, March 21, 2021 

Elders  

Mark Brackney Ph:   622-0376 
Leland Price Ph:   925-4424 
Danny Rider Ph:   705-9713 
Wayne Shannon  Ph:   742-0517 
Gregg Summers Ph:   223-4515 
 

Deacons  
Jason McDougal - YPYF/Vacation Bible School 
Bud Norris - Worship Participants 
Keith Tatum - Education/Picture Board/Family Camp 
Ronnie Weldon - Attendance/Communion Prep/Bldg 
 

Minister:         Mark Brackney Ph:   523-1764 

Associate Minister:  Tommy Drinnen 
 

Secretaries:   Becky Johnson Jennifer Tatum 
 

Missionaries:  Tom & Angie Langley - WEI 

 
Family Matters 

 
 

Happy Birthday!! 
 
 
 

   Mar  21 Deborah Davis 
   Mar  24 Kyrie Rollings 
   Mar  27 Katherine Howell 

 

We are now offering Bible classes  
Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m.  We 
will have one combined adult class 
and several children classes.  We 
will meet for worship at 10:30 a.m.  
We request that you still wear a 
mask when we are all together.  The 
adult Bible class and the worship 
service will continue to be live 
streamed for those who are still re-
maining at home. 
 
The Metropolitan Detroit 
Youth Chorus will perform 
for us on Sunday, March 
28, 9:30 a.m., in lieu of  
Bible study.  
 

Young families Easter 
Egg Hunt, Sat., April 3,  
11 a.m., fellowship hall. 

Please bring twelve  
candy-filled eggs per child. 

 
Sue Bivens has a new  
phone number: 
 865-257-7472 

SERVING THE ASSEMBLY TODAY 
              @10:30 
Opening Prayer   Ray Buttrey 
Communion         Gregg Summers 
Security               Mark Harper 
      “                      Bud Norris 

Arlington Family: 
Sheila Riggs is recovering from bypass sur- 
   gery 
Glenda Thompson is recovering from a hip  
   replacement and started proton therapy  
Jonathan Brackney is recovering from lung  
   surgery 
Tina Childress is recovering from surgery 
Laura Burka is recovering from a spinal  
   compression 
John Burka is recovering from bruised ribs  
   caused by a fall 
Rick Case 
Ben Cavin 
Danny & Deborah Davis 
Tom Drinnen  
Laurie Duncan  
David Giles 
John Hoff 
Becky Johnson 
Heather Percell 
Marge Percell 
Danny Rider 
Terri Trent 
Shirley Waggoner  
 

Missionaries: 
Tom & Angie Langley 
 

Shut Ins: 
Rosaline Davis             Katheryn Norman 
Lynda Elliott             Bill Pruett 
Doris Hightower            Dan Trent 

Friends and Family: 
Kay Cavin’s niece’s son, Aadon, recovering  
   from emergency surgery on his arm 
Rick Johnson’s cousin, Aaron, passed away  
   from COVID on March 8th. Aaron’s dad,  
   Archie, passed away in September from a  
   heart attack.  Please pray for Rick’s aunt,  
   Ann, and the family, as she has lost her hus- 
   band and son in 6 months 
Becky Johnson’s friends, the Lowerys, are  
   dealing with health issues 
Tracy Case requests prayers for the Chambers  
   as they lost a family member to COVID 
Jamie Mink requests prayers for her friend,  
   Rachael Scott 
Danny Davis’ good friend, Wayne C Miller, has  
   bad diabetes and may lose his foot 
Gregg Summers’ dad, Arnold, with his  
   diabetes and getting settled in TN 
Brett Wyatt, friend of Susan Holloway, has  
   been diagnosed with leukemia 
Debbie Cowles, wife of Bob Cowles who  
   preaches at the Norwood Church of  
   Christ, is in the hospital with COVID  
   pneumonia 
Carly Rollings niece, Jayden, is recovering  
   from surgery for a broken ankle 
Heather Ream’s uncle, Conrad, is  
   recovering from quadruple bypass 
Caroline Stanton-Hill’s sister, Stella  
   Cypers, is having major stomach issues  
Hoyt Box’s cousin, Amy Coleman, has been  
   diagnosed with recurring Non-Hodgkins  
   Lymphoma. Send cards to 7041 Hwy 70 So.,  
   Apt. 436, Nashville, TN 37221 
Jerry Brackney has been diagnosed with  
   Parkinson’s disease 
Sue Childers is continuing to have ongoing  
   health problems 
 

We continue to have our  
Sunday Night Connections 

at 6 p.m. and  
Wednesday Night Bible 
study at 7 p.m. via Zoom.  


