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Dealing with Failure 
 

     Have you ever failed at something?  You likely have.  Perhaps it was try-
ing out for the baseball team and you were cut.  Maybe it was a job you had 

for many years that you poured your time and heart into and it still led to getting the boot or 
laid off.  It might have been a relationship.  You said “I do until death” but your mate said “I 
don’t” at some point.   
     Failure, honestly, is never fun, but it is a part of life.  The question is “What will you do in 
times of failure?”  Will you quit or will you strive on with God’s help?  We like a good success 
story, but many people are drawn to stories of failure.  My favorite cartoonist is the late 
Charles Schulz.  His creation of Charlie Brown captured our hearts.  Charlie Brown’s life 
could be summed up by the word “failure.”  He never won the heart of his favorite red-haired 
girl.  He could never make it off the pitcher’s mound without some type of humiliation.  And 
then his best friends called him “Blockhead.”  Ouch.  Charlie Brown said, “I’m learning to 
dread one day at a time.”  Many of us feel his pain, and I suppose that is why Charlie Brown 
is such a popular cartoon.  To fail is to be human.  “We all stumble in many ways” (James 
3:2).  Amen to that.  There have been so many famous people who lived lives of failure: Edi-
son was said to be too stupid to learn.  One of Einstein’s teachers described him as “mentally 
slow, unsociable and adrift forever in his foolish dreams.”  A Hollywood talent scout said Fred 
Astaire couldn’t sing and could dance “a little.”  A newspaper editor fired Walt Disney be-
cause he lacked ideas.  Disney executives, later, rejected “Star Wars” claiming it would flop 
at the box office.  They changed their tune and purchased the rights many years later. 
     We laugh and shake our heads when we hear of these stories, but we have the benefit of 
hindsight.  The best and brightest have this thing in common: they have all stumbled.  Again, 
God is not surprised when we fail.  “As a father has compassion on his children, so the Lord 
has compassion on those who fear him; for he knows how we are formed, he remembers that 
we are dust” (Psalm 103:13-14).  God doesn’t get angry with our failures; he expects them.  
He has compassion on us.  Jesus showed this compassion to his disciples on numerous oc-
casions.  One such time was when Jesus asked them to stay awake and pray with him in the 
Garden of Gethsemane.  They fell fast asleep.  Jesus knew their struggle and even said, 
“The spirit is willing but the flesh is weak.” 
     We are told in Scripture that we have a High Priest who is able to understand our weak-
nesses and failures: “For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our 
weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he 
did not sin” (Hebrews 4:15).  Jesus knows that we will fail and his compassion has no limit.  
We all have scars and frailties.  We have fallen many times.  Do not give up.  Rise each time 
you fall.  Let’s finish the race shoulder to shoulder together.  As you overcome failure in your 
life, you can run with new strength: “But those who hope in the LORD will renew their 
strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary; they will walk 

and not be faint” (Isaiah 40:31).   
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Welcome 
We pray you will be encouraged and uplifted 

as we join together in worship. 

2206 Tecoma Drive 
Knoxville, TN  37917 
865-523-1764 

Website:www.arlingtonchurchofchrist.org 

Arlington Friends 
Arlington Church of Christ Youth Group 

   
  

Tennessee  
Children’s Home 
Spring Food and 

Supply Drive 
 
Items need to be 
brought to the 
church building for 

pick-up by Sunday, March 28. 
 
A list of needed items is in the lobby on a handout. 
Thank you so much for your help in supporting this 
great work. 

 

 



Arlington Family Pages 
Seeking to edify, educate and 

inform the Family of God 

Sunday, February 21, 2020 

Elders  

Mark Brackney Ph:   622-0376 
Leland Price Ph:   925-4424 
Danny Rider Ph:   705-9713 
Wayne Shannon  Ph:   742-0517 
Gregg Summers Ph:   223-4515 
 

Deacons  
Jason McDougal - YPYF/Vacation Bible School 
Bud Norris - Worship Participants 
Keith Tatum - Education/Picture Board/Family Camp 
Ronnie Weldon - Attendance/Communion Prep/Bldg 
 

Minister:         Mark Brackney Ph:   523-1764 

Associate Minister:  Tommy Drinnen 
 

Secretaries:   Becky Johnson Jennifer Tatum 
 

Missionaries:  Tom & Angie Langley - WEI 

 
Family Matters 

 

Happy Birthday!! 
 

   Feb   21 Bettie Floyd 
   Feb   21 Stan Johnson 
   Feb   21 Jacob Shannon 
   Feb   22 Sammie Dewitt 
   Feb   24 Noah Brackney 
   Feb   24 Riley Wachter 
   Feb   25 Bob Campbell 
   Feb   26 Bruce McQuaig 

    

 

We are now offering Bible classes  
Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m.  We will 
have one combined adult class and sev-
eral children classes.  We will meet for 
worship at 10:30 a.m.  We request that 
you still wear a mask when we are all 
together.  The adult Bible class and the 
worship service will continue to be live 
streamed for those who are still remain-
ing at home. 
 

Angela Riggs will be  
getting married to  
Pierce Wender on  

Sunday, March 14.   
It will be a small family wedding.  Since 
they will not be having a public shower 

due to COVID, you are welcome to send 
money to her home address as that will 
be a blessing to them as they begin this 

new adventure:  630 Dry Gap Pike, 
Knoxville, TN 37912 

 

If you desire a copy of your financial  
donations for tax purposes, please  
let Ada Shannon know. (865-742-0507) 

 

The Metropolitan Detroit Youth  
Chorus will perform for us on  
Sunday, March 28, 9:30 a.m. 

SERVING THE ASSEMBLY TODAY 
              @10:30 
Opening Prayer   Jonathan Brackney 
Communion         Gregg Summers  
Security               Keith Tatum  
      “                      Bruce McQuaig 

Arlington Family: 
Laura Burka is recovering from a spinal  
   compression 
John Burka is recovering from a fall (causing  
   broken ribs) and pneumonia 
Rick Case 
Ben Cavin 
Tina Childress 
Danny & Deborah Davis 
Tom Drinnen  
Laurie Duncan  
David Giles 
Mark & Sammie French 
John Hoff 
Becky Johnson 
Heather Percell 
Marge Percell 
Danny Rider 
Glenda Thompson starting proton therapy 
Terri Trent 
Shirley Waggoner  
 

 

Missionaries: 
Tom & Angie Langley 
 
 

Shut Ins: 
Rosaline Davis             Katheryn Norman 
Lynda Elliott             Bill Pruett 
Doris Hightower            Dan Trent 
 

Friends and Family: 
Tracy Case requests prayers for the Chambers  
   as they lost a family member to COVID 
Jamie Mink requests prayers for her friend,  
   Rachael Scott 
Becky Johnson requests prayers for her sister- 
   in-law’s family in Texas, the Kings 
Danny Davis’ good friend, Wayne C Miller, has  
   bad diabetes and may lose his foot 
Gregg Summers’ dad, Arnold, struggling with  
   his diabetes 
Brett Wyatt, friend of Susan Holloway, has  
   been diagnosed with leukemia 
Debbie Cowles, wife of Bob Cowles who  
   preaches at the Norwood Church of  
   Christ, is in the hospital with COVID  
   pneumonia 
Mary Jo Lytle and Heather Shinsky, close  
   friends of the Brackneys battling COVID 
Carly Rollings niece, Jayden, is recovering  
   from surgery for a broken ankle 
Heather Ream’s uncle, Conrad, is  
   recovering from quadruple bypass 
Caroline Stanton-Hill’s sister, Stella  
   Cypers, is having major stomach issues  
Hoyt Box’s cousin, Amy Coleman, has been  
   diagnosed with recurring Non-Hodgkins  
   Lymphoma 
Jerry Brackney has been diagnosed with  
   Parkinson’s disease 

Sue Childers is continuing to have ongoing  
   health problems 
Tracy Case is battling diabetic retinopathy   
 

Additions to prayer list: 

We continue to have our  
Sunday Night Connections 

at 6 p.m. and  
Wednesday Night Bible 
study at 7 p.m. via Zoom.  

 

Address Update: 
 

David and Carol Sue Hunter  
200 Sanders Ferry Road, #2307 

Hendersonville, TN  37075 


