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Overcoming Division 
     This past year we have seen clearly the many demonstrations of division 
in this country.  We have seen political, racial, and COVID-19 division (masks 
or no masks).  We have seen protests, shootings, social media fights, hurtful 

words and actions all over the place.  So many things are dividing us. 
     The lack of unity in the world should be expected due to sin in this world.  But the lack of 
love and unity in the body of Christ is a different thing, especially when it comes to dealing 
with racism.  The problem of racism is truly not a political problem, it is a spiritual problem.  
We can’t tackle the problem through sociological, political, or moral means, but through spir-
itual means.  This is a sin problem, not a skin problem.  Thankfully, there is a solution to the 
sin problem. 
     For the Christ follower, we believe the word of God lacks nothing, and that it should impact 
our lives.  The gospel can take darkness and make it light.  It can take wrong and extend 
grace and forgiveness.  The gospel has the ultimate power to change the world.  The king-
dom of God is here, it is real, and it is powerful.  You and I can make a difference here and 
now.  We can change the world with the gospel of Jesus Christ.  But before we can get other 
relationships in this world right, we need to get our relationship with God right. 
     A good place to start is Ephesians 2.  In this chapter we read about the Gentiles.  If you 
are not a Jew, you are a Gentile.  Both Gentiles and Jews were given access to God and 
thus unity due to the gospel.  God saw man, created man in his image with dignity and worth, 
but man sinned.  God had a rescue plan in place and that is Jesus.  Jesus did something we 
could never do.  He was tempted in every way yet was without sin.  Every sin we have ever 
done or will do was paid for on the cross.  Jesus paid for every sin, including racism.  We 
have access to a bigger reality than we could ever come up with. The Spirit now dwells in us 
and a sign of that spirit is the mutual love we should have for each other (I John 3:16-24).  
Ephesians tells us how those who trust in Jesus are to live.  Through the gospel we are res-
cued.  Because of the gospel we are reconciled and with the gospel we are rebuilt 
(Ephesians 2:11-22). 
     The passage in Ephesians talks about a wall of hostility that existed which is talking about 
the barrier in the temple of God.  Jews and Gentiles lined up to walk into the temple.  They 
were quizzed as to their ethnicity and the Gentiles couldn’t come in.  They had to stay in the 
court of the Gentiles.  Imagine today if before you walked into a worship assembly, you had 
to be quizzed on your ethnicity. The Jews had labels for the Gentiles: uncircumcised hea-
thens.  They were considered excluded from citizenship in Israel because of their bloodline.  
They were unworthy and treated without hope.  You know what this sounds like?  Racism.  It 
was awful and God saw it and he demanded change because this was not the heart of God.  
     Paul says there is hope. “But now…you have been united with Christ Jesus. You have 
been brought near through the blood of Christ.  There is no longer a barrier between people.  

Sin made us far away but we have been brought near through the gos-
pel.  Let us repent of the barriers and walls we continue to erect after 
Jesus knocked it down.  Let us strive for peace and live in unity.  Mark 
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Welcome 
We pray you will be encouraged and uplifted 

as we join together in worship. 

2206 Tecoma Drive 
Knoxville, TN  37917 
865-523-1764 

Website:www.arlingtonchurchofchrist.org 

Arlington Friends 
Arlington Church of Christ Youth Group 

   
  

  
 
 

 
 

Drive-by baby shower 

for Tabita Emitt,  

Betty Weaver’s grand

-daughter, today,  

2 to 4 p.m., church  

fellowship hall 



Arlington Family Pages 
Seeking to edify, educate and 

inform the Family of God 

Sunday, December 6, 2020 

Elders  

Mark Brackney Ph:   622-0376 
Leland Price Ph:   925-4424 
Danny Rider Ph:   705-9713 
Wayne Shannon  Ph:   742-0517 
Gregg Summers Ph:   223-4515 
 

Deacons  
Jason McDougal - YPYF/Vacation Bible School 
Bud Norris - Worship Participants 
Keith Tatum - Education/Picture Board/Family Camp 
Ronnie Weldon - Attendance/Communion Prep/Bldg 
 

Minister:         Mark Brackney Ph:   523-1764 
 

Secretaries:   Becky Johnson Jennifer Tatum 
 

Missionaries:  Tom & Angie Langley - WEI 

                   Tommy Drinnen - Hope Central 

 
Family Matters 

 

Happy Birthday!! 
 

   Dec     7 Penny Kitts 
   Dec     9 Donna Pettitt 
   Dec     9 Lainey Norris 
   Dec    10 Sue Mink 
   Dec    11 Charles Owens 
   Dec    11 Luke Brackney 

Due to the rapid increase of COVID-19 
cases in our area and the drop in our 

worship attendance, we have gone back 
to one worship assembly at our  

original time of 10:30 a.m.  
We are encouraging all of our seniors and those 
at high risk for this virus to stay home for now 
and utilize our virtual live stream.  
We ask that those coming to the building wear a 
mask when entering and exiting as well as during 
the worship time.  The seating will be first come, 
first serve, so there will not be assigned seat-
ing.  Every other row will be marked off and we 
ask people to keep six feet of space between 
their family unit and others where you sit.  We 
appreciate your patience as we continue to make 
adjustments to aid our worship and time together.  
There is no nursery or children's Bible hour for 
now.  All children will remain with their parents.   
 A handout for children to take kid sermon notes 
along with a treat is located at the back of the 
auditorium where the communion is located.   
Please take an individual communion cup/wafer 
as you enter.  A contribution box is also located 
there.  

SERVING THE ASSEMBLY TODAY 
              @10:30 
Opening Prayer   Joshua Brackney  
Communion         Tommy Drinnen  
Security               Mark Harper  
      “                      Tim Mallicoat 

Arlington Family: 
Bruce McQuaig is home recovering from  
   by-pass surgery 
Sharon Galbreath is at home recovering from  
   surgery 
David Giles got good news this week that the  
   cancer has not spread 
Martha Jane Owens is recovering from bro- 
   ken ribs she received from a fall at home 
Tina Childress is recovering from a bad fall 
Ron Hill is recovering from prostate surgery  
Judy Baker is having back pain 
John & Laura Burka 
Rick Case 
Ben Cavin 
Tina Childress 
Joe Croteau 
Tom Drinnen  
Laurie Duncan  
John Hoff 
Becky Johnson 
Bill Langley 
Heather Percell 
Marge Percell 
Danny Rider 
Terri Trent 
Shirley Waggoner 
 
Missionaries: 
Tom & Angie Langley 
Tommy Drinnen 
 
Shut Ins: 
Rosaline Davis             Katheryn Norman 
Lynda Elliott             Bill Pruett 

Friends and Family: 
The Hoff’s friend, Mariah Al-Bawi, has asked  
   for prayers as she is having financial  
   difficulties 
Stan Johnson’s sister, Deb Colones, is now on  
   hospice.  Please pray for Deb, her husband,  
   Rob, and their family 
Helen Monroe and Betty Weaver’s brother,  
   Charlie Nipper, is now on hospice 
Bernice Borg’s mother, Sue Brady, is in hospice 
Dealing with COVID: Mikaela Shannon’s mom, 
   Cathy Gilliam’s sister, Glenda Thompson’s  
   friends, David & Judy Childress, Aleta Esau’s  
   brother, Glen Barber, Shirley Waggoner’s  
   daughter, Pam and her husband, Janie John- 
   son ‘s neighbors, Haley and Colin Vican 
Jeff Neely, a good friend of the Boxes, is in ICU  
   with a brain hemorrhage 
Gregg Summers’ dad, Arnold Summers 
Dot Russell Alley 
Kelly Wachter’s step-dad, Mark Schmidt, has  
   been diagnosed with Leukemia 
John David Potter’s co-worker, Dan Warner,  
   has heart issues 
Tracy Case has diabetic retinopathy.  Please  
   pray her vision is restored. 
Delinda Summers’ friend and neighbor,  
   Shawyn, has breast cancer 
Doug Childers’ wife, Sue, is dealing with  
   health issues 
Betty Smith’s 4 year old niece, River Folan, 
David Price’s coworker, Jennifer, and his  
   cousin, Brent, both have brain cancer 
John and Bernice Lowery, relatives of Becky  
   Johnson, battling health problems 
Ronnie Weldon’s brother-in-law starting  
   stronger chemo treatment 
Ada Shannon’s sister, Shorty, and her husband 
Ben Ream’s neighbor, James Childress 
Joe Turnbull’s brother, John 

 

We continue  
to have our 
Sunday night 
Bible study at  

6 p.m. and  Wednesday night 
Bible study at 7 pm via Zoom.  


