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Jesus’ Advice on Sexual Intimacy and Marriage 
      We live in a sex-crazed culture where nothing seems to be off-limits. Today, 
the thought that sex is reserved for marriage only is almost laughable and con-
sidered old-fashioned.  But actually, what we see today in regards to sexual per-

missiveness has been the social norm for thousands of years.  For the ancient world outside of 
Israel, sex was not something restricted to marriage for moral reasons.  The sexual motto of the 
ancient world was “go for it.”  At least this was the case if you were a man.  Roman laws were 
created to give men the license to act on their sexual impulses without giving a second thought 
to self-control.  The first-century writer known as Pseudo-Demosthenes, wrote about marriage of 
that time period: “We have mistresses for our enjoyment, concubines to serve our needs, and 
wives to bear legitimate children.”  In the ancient world, sexuality was both a desire to be grati-
fied and a means of procreation while marriage was more of a political and economic arrange-
ment.  
      What Jesus had to say about marriage and sexuality was radically different from the practice 
of the day.  Jesus was not married which was highly unusual for a rabbi of his age.  We are not 
told that Jesus was attracted to any women, although Scripture does say he was tempted in eve-
ry way like the rest of us but without sin (Hebrews 4:15).  This means Jesus had hormones and 
physical desires like we have but kept those in check and modeled self-control. Jesus was not 
against marriage; it just was not for him.  Jesus helped normalize singleness. 
     In Matthew 19:4-6, Jesus quotes from Genesis 2:24 and makes it clear that marriage is some-
thing special – “a man leaves his father and mother and is united to his wife, and they become 
one flesh”.  It is a God-directed covenant that shows the unity and commitment of Christ and his 
church as Paul talks about in Ephesians when he quotes these same words from Genesis 
(Ephesians 5:31-32).  Marriage is the joining of spirit and flesh.  Marriage is an act of divine crea-
tion.  God is the one doing the joining.  Sexuality is the gift from God of becoming one flesh.  This 
is the most intense physical expression God created to demonstrate this.  In a world of uncertain-
ty, change, instability, and chaos there is something that brings certainty, normalcy, and stability 
– the union of marriage for better or worse, for richer or poorer, in sickness and in health.   
     Marriage is a picture of what God has done for us as he has vowed to love us forever. This 
union is expressed in sexual intimacy.  One-ness with your mate is a picture of one-ness with 
God.  Sex is thus not dirty, shameful, or something to be embarrassed about. It is beautiful, 
healthy, and a gift from God when practiced how he designed it to be.  Sex unites two people at 
the soul level.  It is celebrating this beautiful gift God has given as an expression of love and 
commitment to each other in the safe confines of marriage.  Sadly, the message of the world has 
always been sex is about you satisfying your physical desires and urges without any commitment 
or expectation of relationship.   
     Many have been damaged by sex and a failed marriage.  
Thankfully, broken people are invited to come to Jesus to expe-
rience forgiveness, grace, and healing.  Jesus defined what 
marriage and sex was created to be and welcomed followers 

who would trust him and follow his words.  
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Welcome 
We pray you will be encouraged and uplifted 

as we join together in worship. 

2206 Tecoma Drive 
Knoxville, TN  37917 
865-523-1764 

Website:www.arlingtonchurchofchrist.org 

Arlington Friends 
Arlington Church of Christ Youth Group 

Tennessee Children’s 

Home Fall Food and 

Supply Drive 
 

TCH appreciated the 

help we gave them last 

month as their spring 

supply drive was  

delayed and they have 

requested our help for 

the fall supply drive.  

Please bring request-

ed items to the build-

ing marked TCH by  

Sunday, Sept. 20th. 
 

Requested items are: 

100% bottled juice - 

   grape and apple 

Chicken broth 

Beef broth 

Vegetable oil 

Pancake mix 

Pancake syrup 

Rotel tomatoes 

Pop tarts 

Sugar 

Snack cakes 

Hot sauce 

Ketchup 

Mustard 

Mayonnaise 

 

Saltine crackers 

Spaghetti sauce 

Spaghetti noodles 

Ramen noodles 

Velveeta cheese 

Cooking spray 

Chili 

Tomato sauce 

Barbecue sauce 

Kool-aid canisters 

Flour 

Ranch dressing 

Canned vegetables 

Jelly/jam 

Vienna sausage 

Toilet paper 

Liquid laundry  

   detergent (HE) 

Automatic dishwashing  

   detergent 

Garbage bags- 

   (13 & 42 gallon) 

Liquid hand soap 

Dryer sheets 

Paper towels 

Shampoo 

Dryer sheets 

Men’s deodorant 

Zip-lock bags- 

   (sandwich and  

   gallon size) 

We continue  
to have our 
Sunday night 
Bible study at 

6 p.m. and  Wednesday night 
Bible study at 7 p.m. via Zoom.  



Arlington Family Pages 
Seeking to edify, educate and 

inform the Family of God 

Sunday, September 20, 2020 

Elders  

Mark Brackney Ph:   622-0376 
Leland Price Ph:   925-4424 
Danny Rider Ph:   705-9713 
Wayne Shannon  Ph:   742-0517 
Gregg Summers Ph:   223-4515 
 

Deacons  
Jason McDougal - YPYF/Vacation Bible School 
Bud Norris - Worship Participants 
Keith Tatum - Education/Picture Board/Family Camp 
Ronnie Weldon - Attendance/Communion Prep/Bldg 
 

Minister:         Mark Brackney Ph:   523-1764 
 

Secretaries:   Becky Johnson Jennifer Tatum 
 

Missionaries:  Tom & Angie Langley - WEI 

                   Tommy Drinnen - Hope Central 

 
Family Matters 

 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday!! 
 
 
 

   Sept   21 Cindy Wallace 
   Sept   24 Sue Childers 
   Sept   24 Tina McDougal 
   Sept   24 Jackson Gillispie 
   Sept   26 Grace Cooke 

 
Doris Hightower has a  

new address for your directory: 
1001 Oak Haven Road 
Knoxville, TN  37932 

 
 ------------------------------------- 
 

We now have two  
options for Sun-
day morning wor-
ship.  We will have 
a service at 9 a.m. 

and a service at 10:30 a.m.  The 9 a.m. 
service will be live-streamed for those 
who are at home.   We ask that those 
coming to the building wear a mask 
when entering and exiting as well as 
during the worship time.  The seating 
will be first come, first serve, so there 
will not be assigned seating.  Every oth-
er row will be marked off and we ask 
people to keep six feet of space be-
tween their family unit and others where 
you sit.  We appreciate your patience as 
we continue to make adjustments to aid 
our worship and time together.  There is 
no nursery or children's Bible hour for 
now.  All children will remain with their 
parents.  A handout for children to take 
kid sermon notes along with a treat is 
located at the back of the auditorium 
where the communion is located.   
Please take an individual communion 
cup/wafer as you enter.  A contribution 
box is also located there.  

SERVING THE ASSEMBLY TODAY 
              9:00 
Opening Prayer    George Sanders 
Communion          Leland Price 
Security                Kelly Wachter 
      “                       Eli Griffin 

Arlington Family: 
Bill Pruett was in the hospital but is home     
   now with Home Health 
Bruce McQuaig goes back on Sept. 30th to  
   have his heart put back in rhythm again 
Ron Hill diagnosed with prostate cancer and  
   looking at treatment options 
Judy Baker is having back pain 
John & Laura Burka 
Rick Case 
Ben Cavin 
Tina Childress 
Frank and Teresa Combs 
Joe Croteau 
Danny & Deborah Davis 
Tom Drinnen  
Laurie Duncan  
Jerry Fittro 
John Hoff 
Becky Johnson 
Bill Langley 
Heather Percell 
Marge Percell 
Danny Rider 
Terri Trent 
Shirley Waggoner 
Ronnie Weldon 
 

Missionaries: 
Tom & Angie Langley 
Tommy Drinnen 
 

Shut Ins: 
Rosaline Davis             Katheryn Norman 
Lynda Elliott             Dan Trent 
Doris Hightower            Peggy Mehlhorn 

Friends and Family: 
Joyce Sanders’ 9 yr old great-grandson, Aiden  
   Robbins, recovering from knee surgery  
David Price’s coworker, Jennifer, and his  
   cousin, Brent, both have brain cancer 
Joyce Sanders’ grand daughter, Taylor Helms,  
   is expecting a baby boy with heart problems 
John and Bernice Lowery, relatives of Becky  
   Johnson, battling health problems 
Becky Johnson’s friend, Doris Berry 
Ronnie Weldon’s brother-in-law starting  
   stronger chemo treatment 
Bob Campbell’s sister, Kathy, with cancer 
Betty Weaver’s son, John Nipper 
Ada Shannon’s sister, Shorty, and her husband 
Ben Ream’s neighbor, James Childress 
Bernice Borg’s mother, Sue Brady 
Joe Turnbull’s brother, John 
Diana Yarborough’s friend, Jason Hibbert 
Mark’s niece, Katelyn Hargrave 
Heather Ream’s mom 
Jerry Brackney 
Michael Maddox 
Faith Tindell 
Paul Phelps 
David Hunter 
Deb and Rob Colones 
Aleta Esau’s grandson, Aiden 
Earl Werkheiser 
Merrick Hermann 
Amanda Taylor on chemo 
Laura Owens father 
Chris Wentworth battling cancer 
Edith Weldon’s sister-in-law’s niece, Trisha 
Tina Childress’ niece, Calli Byrd 
Tina McDougal’s dad 
Troy Butler 


