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Living the Good Life 
      A big part of advertising is convincing the potential customer why they 
need a certain product to enhance their life.  Images of people having a good 
time often accompany these messages.  The appearance is given that if you 

have this particular thing in your life (be it a beer, a car, clothing, cosmetics) you will be living 
the good life.  What is the “good life”?  Is it a life defined by good sex, having the latest and 
greatest technology, delicious food, lots of money, and perfect looks?  How does God define 
the “good life”? 
    The Beatitudes are found in Matthew 5:3-11.  Jesus gives a list of things that make your 
life blessed.  “Blessed” is the word Jesus used to describe the good life.  Jesus taught that 
through God the good life is now truly available to anyone regardless of outer circumstances.  
As you read through this list, it is counter cultural.  It flows against the current of how our cul-
ture defines being blessed.  Blessed are: the poor in spirit, those who mourn, the meek, those 
who hunger and thirst for righteousness, the merciful, the pure in heart, the peacemakers, the 
persecuted, and those who are insulted. How can the person who aims for these things be 
blessed?  Because you have a gift that others are searching but don’t have.  You have Jesus 
who supplies all your needs.  You have an inner contentment and joy that is not determined 
by the circumstances you are going through.  You truly are living the good life, one that will 
continue now on into eternity: “rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heav-
en” (Matthew 5:12). 
         The first step in discovering and living the good life is recognizing in and of yourself 
there is nothing good.   Paul told the Roman church, “There is no one righteous, not even 
one” as he quoted from Psalm 14.  Later Paul reminds them, “For all have sinned and fall 
short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23).  When one becomes a follower of Jesus, they are 
automatically perfect, right?  Not hardly.  Look at Jesus’ 12 disciples.  They walked closer to 
Jesus than anyone on this earth.  How well did they do?  They still struggled with negative 
thinking, pride, hatred of enemies, and greed.  You might say they were hypocrites at times.  
Hypocrisy is one of the great barriers for people coming to the Christian faith.  My observation 
is that the church is full of hypocrites, and I am one of them, for I don’t know anyone who is 
perfect all the time.  We must be careful to not coat over hypocrisy though even though it is a 
universal sin.  Jesus had some sharp words for the Pharisees, the religious leaders, over 
their hypocrisy (Matthew 23:13-33).   The word hypocrite is used 17 times in the New Testa-
ment and each time by Jesus. Jesus makes it clear that God is not fooled by our actions.  He 
can see into our hearts.  The core issue of hypocrisy is deception. It is saying one thing and 
doing another.  It is pretending, play acting.  We need to be honest to God about our sin.  
Goodness begins with recognizing the mess in my inner being and that I need God. 
       Next, God wants all of you, the good and the bad.  He doesn’t want some of your money, 
some of your time, and some of your service.  He wants all of you.  And when you give him 

yourself, he will give you a new self, himself.  That is when you begin the 
life-long journey of the good life (Romans 6:1-14). 
        Mark  
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Welcome 
We pray you will be encouraged and uplifted 

as we join together in worship. 

2206 Tecoma Drive 
Knoxville, TN  37917 
865-523-1764 

Website:www.arlingtonchurchofchrist.org 

Arlington Friends 
Arlington Church of Christ Youth Group 

Tennessee Children’s 

Home Fall Food and 

Supply Drive 
 

TCH appreciated the 

help we gave them last 

month as their spring 

supply drive was  

delayed and they have 

requested our help for 

the fall supply drive.  

Please bring requested 

items to the building 

marked TCH by  

Sunday, Sept. 20th. 
 

Requested items are: 

100% bottled juice - 

   grape and apple 

Chicken broth 

Beef broth 

Vegetable oil 

Pancake mix 

Pancake syrup 

Rotel tomatoes 

Pop tarts 

Sugar 

Snack cakes 

Hot sauce 

Ketchup 

Mustard 

Mayonnaise 

 

Saltine crackers 

Spaghetti sauce 

Spaghetti noodles 

Ramen noodles 

Velveeta cheese 

Cooking spray 

Chili 

Tomato sauce 

Barbecue sauce 

Kool-aid canisters 

Flour 

Ranch dressing 

Canned vegetables 

Jelly/jam 

Vienna sausage 

Toilet paper 

Liquid laundry  

   detergent (HE) 

Automatic dishwashing  

   detergent 

Garbage bags- 

   (13 & 42 gallon) 

Liquid hand soap 

Dryer sheets 

Paper towels 

Shampoo 

Dryer sheets 

Men’s deodorant 

Zip-lock bags- 

   (sandwich and  

   gallon size) 



Arlington Family Pages 
Seeking to edify, educate and 

inform the Family of God 

Sunday, September 6, 2020 

Elders  

Mark Brackney Ph:   622-0376 
Leland Price Ph:   925-4424 
Danny Rider Ph:   705-9713 
Wayne Shannon  Ph:   742-0517 
Gregg Summers Ph:   223-4515 
 

Deacons  
Jason McDougal - YPYF/Vacation Bible School 
Bud Norris - Worship Participants 
Keith Tatum - Education/Picture Board/Family Camp 
Ronnie Weldon - Attendance/Communion Prep/Bldg 
 

Minister:         Mark Brackney Ph:   523-1764 
 

Secretaries:   Becky Johnson Jennifer Tatum 
 

Missionaries:  Tom & Angie Langley - WEI 

                   Tommy Drinnen - Hope Central 

 
Family Matters 

 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday!! 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

   Sept    7 Gabe Noe 

 
We now have two  
options for Sun-
day morning wor-

ship.  We will have a service at 9 a.m. 
and a service at 10:30 a.m.  The 9 a.m. 
service will be live-streamed for those 
who are at home.   We ask that those 
coming to the building wear a mask 
when entering and exiting as well as 
during the worship time.  The seating 
will be first come, first serve, so there 
will not be assigned seating.  Every oth-
er row will be marked off and we ask 
people to keep six feet of space be-
tween their family unit and others where 
you sit.  We appreciate your patience as 
we continue to make adjustments to aid 
our worship and time together.  There is 
no nursery or children's Bible hour for 
now.  All children will remain with their 
parents.  A handout for children to take 
kid sermon notes along with a treat is 
located at the back of the auditorium 
where the communion is locat-
ed.  Please take an individual commun-
ion cup/wafer as you enter.  A contribu-
tion box is also located there.  

SERVING THE ASSEMBLY TODAY 
              9:00 
Opening Prayer    Joshua Brackney 
Communion          Tommy Drinnen 
Security                Mark Harper 
      “                       Tim Mallicoat 

Arlington Family: 
George Sanders is dealing with pneumonia 
Sandy Toney’s daughter, Jessica, is recovering 
from surgery on a broken arm 
Tina McDougal lost her job with Stein Mart 
Ronnie Weldon waiting on test results 
Judy Baker is having back pain 
John & Laura Burka 
Rick Case 
Ben Cavin 
Tina Childress 
Frank and Teresa Combs 
Joe Croteau 
Danny & Deborah Davis 
Tom Drinnen  
Laurie Duncan  
Jerry Fittro 
John Hoff 
Becky Johnson 
Bill Langley 
Heather Percell 
Marge Percell 
Bill Pruett 
Danny Rider 
Terri Trent 
Shirley Waggoner 
 
Missionaries: 
Tom & Angie Langley 
Tommy Drinnen 
 
Shut Ins: 
Rosaline Davis             Katheryn Norman 
Lynda Elliott             Dan Trent 
Doris Hightower            Peggy Mehlhorn 

Friends and Family: 
Former members, Bobby & Pam Folsom, have  
   family that took a hit from the LA hurricane 
David Price’s coworker, Jennifer, and his  
   cousin, Brent, both have brain cancer 
Doug Braunstein, homeless, pray for a home 
Lauren & Michael Duggin’s 7 yr old daughter,  
   Emery, broke her leg last week 
Joyce Sanders’ grand daughter, Taylor Helms,  
   is expecting a baby boy with heart problems 
John and Bernice Lowery, relatives of Becky  
   Johnson, battling health problems 
Becky Johnson’s friend, Doris Berry 
Ronnie Weldon’s brother-in-law starting  
   stronger chemo treatment 
Bob Campbell’s sister, Kathy, with cancer 
Betty Weaver’s son, John Nipper 
Ada Shannon’s sister, Shorty, and her husband 
Ben Ream’s neighbor, James Childress 
Bernice Borg’s mother, Sue Brady 
Joe Turnbull’s brother, John 
Diana Yarborough’s friend, Jason Hibbert 
Mark’s niece, Katelyn Hargrave 
Heather Ream’s mom 
Jerry Brackney 
Michael Maddox 
Faith Tindell 
Paul Phelps 
David Hunter 
Deb and Rob Colones 
Aleta Esau’s grandson, Aiden 
Earl Werkheiser 
Merrick Hermann 
Amanda Taylor on chemo 
Laura Owens father 
Chris Wentworth battling cancer 
Edith Weldon’s sister-in-law’s niece, Trisha 
Tina Childress’ niece, Calli Byrd 
Tina McDougal’s dad 
Troy Butler 

We continue  
to have our 
Sunday night 
Bible study at 

6 p.m. and  Wednesday night 
Bible study at 7 p.m. via Zoom.  


