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Jesus was not your Typical Hero 
      in Jesus’ day, he was not considered a great man, a hero.  A hero was 
somebody who overcame obstacles to achieve status and renown.  Many peo-
ple in life strive for this recognition.  This attitude led to societies where status 

was important.  Status involved a pecking order.  Identity is gained and determined by the rung 
of the ladder you find yourself on.  The ancient Greeks and Romans knew what greatness was 
and it certainly did not involve humility.   
     The Roman Empire, the world of Jesus, pushed people into categories of distinction.  Roman 
society was divided between the elite (roughly 2% of the population) and the “rabble.”  The high-
est level of status were the six hundred senators who ruled under Caesar.  Under the senators 
came the equestrians – originally a class wealthy enough to own their own horses for military 
purposes.  Next came the decurians.  These were wealthy citizens who occupied government 
offices and priesthoods. These groups made up the elite class.   
     The other 98% of society were the nobodies because this group achieving greatness was out 
of the question.  This group had their own set of levels.  The top of this group were Roman citi-
zens.  This meant they had certain legal rights.  Others were freedmen who did not have the 
rights of citizens, but they had personal liberty.  At the bottom of the pecking order came the 
slaves.  They had no rights and lived at the mercy of the pater-familias - the head of the house-
hold where they served. 
     A Roman citizen had many rights, an important one being they were not to be crucified.  Cru-
cifixion was reserved for the slaves.  It was actually known as the “slave’s punishment.”  Listen to 
how Paul started his letter to Rome with all of this in mind: “Paul, a slave of Christ Je-
sus” (Romans 1:1).  Paul did not start his letter by stating he was a Roman citizen, which he was, 
instead he says he was a slave of Christ.  You might say this was “social suicide” for Paul to do 
this.  You just didn’t talk this way as a Roman citizen.  But Paul did.  Listen to some other words 
of Paul: “…we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles” (I 
Cor. 1:23). 
     Paul knew the words he was using.  Crucifixion to the Gentiles and the Jews was looked 
down upon.  The Old Testament states: “Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by be-
coming a curse for us, for it is written: ‘Cursed is everyone who is hung on a pole’" (Galatians 
3:13) which is a quote taken from Deut. 21:22-23.  Imagine walking around saying in that culture: 
“Yes, I follow a crucified slave named Jesus.  I am a slave to a slave.”  That is what Paul was 
saying.  Where did Paul learn this humility?  From Jesus.  Again, humility was not a character 
trait admired in the ancient world.  People bragged all the time about how great they were.  But 
Jesus taught something different.  Jesus served others and he said that is what makes you great 
(Matthew 20:26-28).  He washed his disciple’s feet, and even the feet of Judas who was about to 
betray him (John 13). “He humbled himself and became obedi-
ent to death, even death on a cross” (Phil. 2:8).  Jesus came to 
give a new definition of a hero – a person of humility.  May we 
continue to carry on that lasting legacy, being more concerned 

about serving than making a name for our-
selves.    Mark 
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Welcome 
We pray you will be encouraged and uplifted 

as we join together in worship. 

2206 Tecoma Drive 
Knoxville, TN  37917 
865-523-1764 

Website:www.arlingtonchurchofchrist.org 

Arlington Friends 
Arlington Church of Christ Youth Group 

 

Stephen and Grace Brackney 

will have their renewing of vows 

for family and friends in Halls at  

Heartland Meadows, 5428 Salem 

Church Road, Knoxville 37938, 

next Sunday, August 23, 2 p.m.     

 

Patrick Mead is scheduled to be at  

Arlington Sunday thru Wednesday,  

Oct. 25-28.  More details to come. 

We continue  
to have our 
Sunday night 
Bible study at 

6 p.m. and  Wednesday night 
Bible study at 7 p.m. via Zoom.  



Arlington Family Pages 
Seeking to edify, educate and 

inform the Family of God 

Sunday, August 16, 2020 

Elders  

Mark Brackney Ph:   622-0376 
Leland Price Ph:   925-4424 
Danny Rider Ph:   705-9713 
Wayne Shannon  Ph:   742-0517 
Gregg Summers Ph:   223-4515 
 

Deacons  
Jason McDougal - YPYF/Vacation Bible School 
Bud Norris - Worship Participants 
Keith Tatum - Education/Picture Board/Family Camp 
Ronnie Weldon - Attendance/Communion Prep/Bldg 
 

Minister:         Mark Brackney Ph:   523-1764 
 

Secretaries:   Becky Johnson Jennifer Tatum 
 

Missionaries:  Tom & Angie Langley - WEI 

                   Tommy Drinnen - Hope Central 

 
Family Matters 

 
 

Happy Birthday!! 

 
 

   Aug   16 Charlotte Giles 
   Aug   16 David Price 
   Aug   17 Larry Yarborough 
   Aug   17 Conley Summers 
   Aug   17 Hayden Riggs 
   Aug   18 Joe Turnbull 
   Aug   19 Whitney Hunthrop 
   Aug   20 Eli Griffin 
   Aug   21 Sandy Toney 
   Aug   21 Parker Hunthrop 

Dear Arlington Family, Thank you 
for your help for me.  I’ve never 
had so much love or help and just 

don’t know how to thank you enough. 
I hope to get to worship more.  I’ve lived 86 
plus years and remember when Japan 
bombed Hawaii.  I’ve seen where the ship is 
with the men still in it and how quiet that 
even children were as we entered the me-
morial. May we all keep living to help others 
know God, Jesus & the Holy Spirit.  May 
God continue to bless us and take us home 
to be with Him & all in Heaven. My Love and 
thanks, Marge Percell 

------------ 

We now have two 
options for Sunday 
morning worship.  
We will have an early 

service at 9 a.m. and a late service at 10:30 
a.m.  The 9 a.m. service will be live-
streamed for those who are at home.   We 
ask that those coming to the building wear a 
mask when entering and exiting as well as 
during the worship time.  The seating will be 
first come, first serve, so there will not be 
assigned seating.  Every other row will be 
marked off and we ask people to keep six 
feet of space between their family unit and 
others where you sit.  We appreciate your 
patience as we continue to make adjust-
ments to aid our worship and time together.  
There is no nursery or children's Bible hour 
for now.  All children will remain with their 
parents.  A handout for children to take kid 
sermon notes along with a treat is located at 
the back of the auditorium where the com-
munion is located.  Please take an individual 
communion cup/wafer as you enter.  A con-
tribution box is also located there.  

SERVING THE ASSEMBLY TODAY 
              9:00 
Opening Prayer    Jason McDougal 
Communion          Leland Price 
Security                Keith Tatum 
      “                       Bruce McQuaig 

Arlington Family: 
Our Sympathy is Extended to…Edith Weldon  
   and family as she mourns the death of her  
   cousin, Scott Butts.  
Sue Donaldson was admitted to the hospital  
   last weekend with a bad infection 
Bruce McQuaig had a heart procedure done 
Ronnie Weldon waiting on test results 
Judy Baker is having back pain 
John & Laura Burka 
Rick Case 
Ben Cavin 
Tina Childress 
Frank and Teresa Combs 
Joe Croteau 
Danny & Deborah Davis 
Tom Drinnen  
Laurie Duncan  
Jerry Fittro 
John Hoff 
Becky Johnson 
Bill Langley 
Heather Percell 
Marge Percell 
Bill Pruett 
Danny Rider 
Terri Trent 
Shirley Waggoner 
Missionaries: 
Tom & Angie Langley 
Tommy Drinnen 
Shut Ins: 
Rosaline Davis             Katheryn Norman 
Lynda Elliott             Dan Trent 
Doris Hightower            Peggy Mehlhorn 

Friends and Family: 
Joyce Sanders’ grand daughter, Taylor Helms,  
   is expecting a baby boy, who has a hole in  
   his heart 
John and Bernice Lowery, relatives of Becky  
   Johnson, battling health problems 
Becky Johnson’s friend, Doris Berry 
Ronnie Weldon’s brother-in-law starting  
   stronger chemo treatment 
Bob Campbell’s sister, Kathy, with cancer 
Betty Weaver’s son, John Nipper 
Ada Shannon’s sister, Shorty, and her husband 
Ben Ream’s neighbor, James Childress 
Bernice Borg’s mother, Sue Brady, is recover-
ing from a fall 
Joe Turnbull’s brother, John 
Diana Yarborough’s friend, Jason Hibbert 
Carolyn Stanton-Hill’s brother-in-law, Danny     
   Cyphers 
Mark’s niece, Katelyn Hargrave 
Heather Ream’s mom 
Jerry Brackney 
Michael Maddox 
Faith Tindell 
Paul Phelps 
David Hunter 
Deb and Rob Colones 
Aleta Esau’s grandson, Aiden 
Earl Werkheiser 
Merrick Hermann 
Amanda Taylor on chemo 
Laura Owens father 
Chris Wentworth battling cancer 
Edith Weldon’s sister-in-law’s niece, Trisha 
Tina Childress’ niece, Calli Byrd 
Tina McDougal’s dad 
Troy Butler 
Danny & Kim Jones friends, the Shannons 
Cheryl Cassidy’s mother, Valerie Ware 


