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The Influence of Jesus on the Treatment of Children    
      

      When Jesus looked at people, he saw the image of God which caused 
Jesus to treat each person with dignity.  This was a brand-new concept.  It 

was life-changing, culture altering.  Isn’t it wonderful that all are created equal?  But this was 
not the thinking of many people.  Aristotle did not think all men were created equal.  He wrote 
that inequality – masters and slavery – was the natural order of things: “For that some should 
rule and others be ruled is a thing not only necessary, but expedient; from the hour of their 
birth, some are marked out for subjection, others for rule.”  Scripture tells us something differ-
ent.  The Bible declares through Christ that every person is made in the image of God, and 
thus loved by God. "God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; 
male and female He created them" (Genesis 1:27). 
     In the Roman Empire, children were considered to be on the lowest rung of the social lad-
der. In Latin and in Greek, the words for children meant “not speaking.”  In other words, their 
voice did not matter.  To be a child was to be dependent, vulnerable, and defenseless.  Little 
girls, especially, grew up shut off for the most part from education and public life.  Some grew 
up to be slaves who were needed for their labor.  Many babies never had a chance to grow 
up because they were born the wrong desired sex, born illegitimate, born to a poor family 
who didn’t think they could afford another mouth to feed, or born with disabilities.  They were 
“exposed” – an early form of abortion.  The head of the household had the legal right to de-
cide the life or the death of other members of the family.  
     The Jews were against the practice of exposure due to their faith.  Had Jesus been born 
to a Roman, he likely would have been exposed since Jesus was regarded as mamzer – the 
descendant of a forbidden relationship between two Jews.   Abandoned children were often 
left on a dump or dung hill.  Children were viewed as being disposable, that is until a child 
was born in Bethlehem who grew up to teach children were special: “At that time the disciples 
came to Jesus, saying, ‘Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?’ And calling to him a 
child, he put him in the midst of them and said, ‘Truly, I say to you, unless you turn and be-
come like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. Whoever humbles himself 
like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven’” (Matthew 18:1-4).  Jesus was the first 
voice in the ancient world to use children as an example of conversion. 
     There was another time some parents were bringing their children to be blessed by Jesus.  
The disciples were rebuking them for bringing the children.  Jesus ended up rebuking the dis-
ciples: Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the king-
dom of heaven belongs to such as these” (Matthew 19:14).  And come they did.  By the late 
4th century, a Christian emperor outlawed the practice of exposure for the entire empire.  
Over the course of time, if someone did not want a child, they would no longer leave them on 
a dung hill, instead, they would leave them at a church building or monastery.  The begin-
nings of what we call orphanages began to increase. The Christian community began to col-

lect money to care for the orphans.   
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Welcome 
We pray you will be encouraged and uplifted 

as we join together in worship. 

2206 Tecoma Drive 
Knoxville, TN  37917 
865-523-1764 

Website:www.arlingtonchurchofchrist.org 

Arlington Friends 
Arlington Church of Christ Youth Group 



Arlington Family Pages 
Seeking to edify, educate and 

inform the Family of God 

Sunday, July 12, 2020 

Elders  

Mark Brackney Ph:   622-0376 
Leland Price Ph:   925-4424 
Danny Rider Ph:   705-9713 
Wayne Shannon  Ph:   742-0517 
Gregg Summers Ph:   223-4515 
 

Deacons  
Jason McDougal - YPYF/Vacation Bible School 
Bud Norris - Worship Participants 
Keith Tatum - Education/Picture Board/Family Camp 
Ronnie Weldon - Attendance/Communion Prep/Bldg 
 

Minister:         Mark Brackney Ph:   523-1764 
 

Secretaries:   Becky Johnson Jennifer Tatum 
 

Missionaries:  Tom & Angie Langley - WEI 

                   Tommy Drinnen - Hope Central 

 
Family Matters 

 

Happy Birthday!! 
 

   July    12 Linda Munday 
   July    12 Annabelle Owens 
   July    14 Martha Jane Owens 
   July    14 Jason McDougal 
   July    15 Ben Ream 
   July    17 Christina Childress 
   July    18 Conrad Newland 

Join us for our 
Sunday night and Wednesday night  
Bible studies via Zoom.  See one of the 
elders for details. 
              ---------------------------------- 

 
 
 

For now we will continue to meet for 
one service at 10:30 a.m.  The service 
will be live-streamed for those who are 
at home.  We will continue our Sunday  
night Bible study at 6 p.m. and  
Wednesday night Bible study at 7 p.m. 
via Zoom.  We ask that those coming to 
the building wear a mask when entering 
and exiting as well as during the wor-
ship time in light of the increase of cas-
es in Knoxville.  We appreciate your un-
derstanding and patience.  There is no 
nursery or children's Bible hour for 
now.  All children will remain with their 
parents.  A handout for children to take 
kid sermon notes along with a treat is 
located at the back of the auditorium 
where the communion is located.   
Please take an individual communion 
cup/wafer as you enter.  A contribution 
box is also located there.  If you need a 
mask, they are located in the lobby.   
Also, please bring back your mask each 
week to wear. 

SERVING THE ASSEMBLY TODAY 
              10:30 
Opening Prayer    Steve Cooke 
Communion          Keith Tatum 
Security                Tim Mallicoat 
      “                       Mark Harper 

Arlington Family: 
Our Sympathy is extended to: 
   Frank and Teresa Combs as they mourn  
      the death of their son, Benjamin 
Peggy Taylor is recovering from surgery 
Niki Price is recovering from ankle surgery 
Billie Bayles is recovering from a fall 
Clovis Taylor is recovering from hand surgery 
John & Laura Burka 
Rick Case 
Ben Cavin 
Tina Childress 
Joe Croteau 
Danny & Deborah Davis 
Tom Drinnen  
Laurie Duncan  
Jerry Fittro 
Teresa Heinz had a 2nd round of chemo 
John Hoff 
Becky Johnson 
Bill Langley 
Heather Percell 
Marge Percell 
Danny Rider 
Terri Trent 
Shirley Waggoner 
Betty Weaver 
Ronnie Weldon 
 

Missionaries: 
Tom & Angie Langley 
Tommy Drinnen 
 

Shut Ins: 
Rosaline Davis             Katheryn Norman 
Lynda Elliott             Dan Trent 
Doris Hightower            Peggy Mehlhorn 

Friends and Family: 
Jason McDougal’s brother is showing signs of  
   COVID-19 
Charles Owen’s niece has tested positive for  
   COVID-19 
Stan Johnson’s grandmother, Dixie Smith, is in  
   hospice care 
Bob Campbell’s sister, Kathy, has been diag- 
   nosed with stage 4 pancreatic cancer. 
Betty Weaver’s son, John Nipper 
Ada Shannon’s sister, Shorty, and her hus- 
   band, Bob 
Ben Ream’s neighbor, James Childress 
Bernice Borg’s mother, Sue Brady  
Joe Turnbull’s brother, John 
Diana Yarborough’s friend, Jason Hibbert 
Carolyn Stanton-Hill’s brother-in-law, Danny 
Cyphers 
Mark’s niece, Katelyn Hargrave 
Heather Ream’s mom 
Jerry Brackney 
Michael Maddox 
Faith Tindell 
Paul Phelps 
David Hunter 
Deb and Rob Colones 
Aleta Esau’s grandson, Aiden 
Earl Werkheiser 
Merrick Hermann 
Amanda Taylor on chemo 
Laura Owens father 
Chris Wentworth battling cancer 
Edith Weldon’s sister-in-law’s niece, Trisha 
Tina Childress’ niece, Calli Byrd 
Tina McDougal’s dad 
Troy Butler 
Danny & Kim Jones friends, the Shannons 
Cheryl Cassidy’s mother, Valerie Ware 


