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Antidote for Complainers  (reprint) 

We live in a culture of complainers.  Much of our complaints stem from the fact 
that we are in a hurry to get somewhere.  There is a destination to reach, an end 
point.  Our focus becomes the goal and we lose sight of the joy of the journey.  

The journey becomes a season of complaints, something to get over quickly. 
 
How do you know if you are in a hurry?  See if you can identify with any of these: 

 You cut through a gas station to avoid stopping at a red light. 

 You frequently look at your watch or clock nearby. 

 People who talk slow irritate you. 

 You become annoyed when the person in front of you at the checkout stand pays with a 
check. 

 You find yourself finishing other people’s sentences. 

 When you are delayed or running late, you get irrationally upset. 
You feel compelled to leave church early to beat the rush out the door or to get in line at the res-
taurant before other church-goers get there. 
 
We are often hurrying about and trying to eliminate as much time between the beginning point 
and the destination.  But we need to not miss the journey and what God is trying to teach us.  
When Abraham was told he was going to be the father of a great nation, it was decades later be-
fore he becomes a father.  Joseph has some amazing dreams as a child, but he would become a 
slave and a prisoner and many years would pass before he comes to power and his dreams 
come to fruition.  Moses spends forty years in the desert before God speaks to him from a burning 
bush and lets Moses know that now is the time to deliver the Israelites.  David is anointed to be-
come king, but it is twenty years later that he actually becomes king.   
 
In case you have not noticed, God is not in a hurry.  He works on a different time table than we 
do.  Why is this?  Because God is more concerned about who you are becoming than where you 
are going.  The children of Israel, as they are perched on the edge of the Promised Land of Ca-
naan, couldn’t see what was ahead because they were so focused on what was before them.  
They were not ready to inherit the land.  They needed to learn to trust God.  So, after complaining 
constantly and refusing to believe God could deliver them from their enemies, God keeps them in 
the wilderness for forty years.  During that time, all of those aged twenty and over die.  But God 
uses this time not just to punish them for disobedience, but to prepare the next generation to trust 
God with everything (Numbers 14:27-38). 
 
The antidote to complaining is worship.  Worship is giving God glory for who He is and what He 
has done.  Complaining is ignoring who God is and overlooking what He has done.  So start wor-
shipping.  It will help you enjoy the journey as much as the destination.  Sit back and enjoy the 

ride with God.  
     Mark  
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Welcome 
We pray you will be encouraged and uplifted 

as we join together in worship. 

2206 Tecoma Drive 
Knoxville, TN  37917 
865-523-1764 

Website:www.arlingtonchurchofchrist.org 

Arlington Friends 
Arlington Church of Christ Youth Group 



Arlington Family Pages 
Seeking to edify, educate and 

inform the Family of God 

Sunday, July 5, 2020 

Elders  

Mark Brackney Ph:   622-0376 
Leland Price Ph:   925-4424 
Danny Rider Ph:   705-9713 
Wayne Shannon  Ph:   742-0517 
Gregg Summers Ph:   223-4515 
 

Deacons  
Jason McDougal - YPYF/Vacation Bible School 
Bud Norris - Worship Participants 
Keith Tatum - Education/Picture Board/Family Camp 
Ronnie Weldon - Attendance/Communion Prep/Bldg 
 

Minister:         Mark Brackney Ph:   523-1764 
 

Secretaries:   Becky Johnson Jennifer Tatum 
 

Missionaries:  Tom & Angie Langley - WEI 

                   Tommy Drinnen - Hope Central 

 
Family Matters 

 

Happy Birthday!! 
 

   July     6 Sandy Dewitt 
   July     9 Paul Cooke 
   July    11 Carol Newland 
   July    12 Linda Munday 
   July    12 Annabelle Owens 

Join us for our 
Sunday night and Wednesday night  
Bible studies via Zoom.  See one of the 
elders for details. 
              ---------------------------------- 

 
 
 

For now we will continue to meet for 
worship at 10:30 a.m.  The service will 
be live-streamed for those who are at 
home.  We will continue 
our Sunday night Bible study at 6 
p.m.and Wednesday night Bible study 
at 7 p.m. via Zoom.  We ask that for 
those coming to the building to still wear 
a mask when entering and exiting until 
social distancing can be established be-
fore you take off your mask.  You are 
welcome to keep your mask on during 
the entire worship.  There is no nursery 
or children's Bible hour for now.  All chil-
dren will remain with their parents.  A 
handout for children to take kid sermon 
notes along with a treat is located at the 
back of the auditorium where the com-
munion is located.  Please take an indi-
vidual communion cup/wafer as you en-
ter.  A contribution box is also located 
there.  If you need a mask, they are lo-
cated in the lobby.  Also, please bring 
back your mask each week to wear. 

SERVING THE ASSEMBLY TODAY: 
            10/30 
Opening Prayer    A Rollings 
Communion          R Riggs 
Security                B Norris 
      “                       T Norris 

Arlington Family: 
Our Sympathy is extended to: 
   Frank and Teresa Combs as they mourn  
      the death of their son, Ben 
   Sheila Riggs as she mourns the death of  
      her nephew, William Ray Riggs 
   Gary and Sherri Guyette as they mourn the  
      death of Carolyn Starks last Wednesday 
   Lilliana Burbano and family as they mourn  
      the passing of her grandmother, Ines  
      Comacho de Bonilla 
   Justin Hunthrop and family as they mourn  
      the passing of his mother,  
Niki Price is recovering from ankle surgery 
Billie Bayles is recovering from a fall 
Clovis Taylor is recovering from hand surgery 
John & Laura Burka 
Rick Case 
Ben Cavin 
Tina Childress 
Joe Croteau 
Danny & Deborah Davis 
Tom Drinnen  
Laurie Duncan  
Jerry Fittro 
Teresa Heinz had a 2nd round of chemo 
John Hoff 
Becky Johnson 
Bill Langley 
Heather Percell 
Marge Percell 
Danny Rider 
Terri Trent 
Shirley Waggoner 
Betty Weaver 
Ronnie Weldon 

Missionaries: 
Tom & Angie Langley 
Tommy Drinnen 
 

Shut Ins: 
Rosaline Davis             Katheryn Norman 
Lynda Elliott             Dan Trent 
Doris Hightower            Peggy Mehlhorn 
 

Friends and Family: 
Betty Weaver’s son, John Nipper, is recovering 
from foot surgery 
Ada Shannon’s sister, Shorty and her husband, 
Bob 
Ben Ream’s neighbor, James Childress 
Bernice Borg’s mother, Sue Brady  
Joe Turnbull’s brother, John 
Diana Yarborough’s friend, Jason Hibbert 
Carolyn Stanton-Hill’s brother-in-law, Danny 
Cyphers 
Mark’s niece, Katelyn Hargrave 
Heather Ream’s mom 
Jerry Brackney 
Michael Maddox 
Faith Tindell 
Paul Phelps 
David Hunter 
Deb and Rob Colones 
Aleta Esau’s grandson, Aiden 
Earl Werkheiser 
Merrick Hermann 
Amanda Taylor on chemo 
Laura Owens father 
Chris Wentworth battling cancer 
Edith Weldon’s sister-in-law’s niece, Trisha 
Tina Childress’ niece, Calli Byrd 
Tina McDougal’s dad 
Troy Butler 
Danny & Kim Jones friends, the Shannons 
Cheryl Cassidy’s mother, Valerie Ware 


