
Arlington Church of Christ 

Our Mission: Connecting People to Jesus and one Another 
  
  

 

Finding True Hope         
      Ephesus, during Paul’s day, was the fourth largest city of the Roman Em-
pire.  The city was known for the selling of incantations that were meant to 
unleash healing power upon those who needed assistance.  These small 

scrolls with spells have been found in various places around the Mediterranean.   
     There was lots of money to be made in selling these incantations.  If you hoped to become 
pregnant but had been unable, and you knew that in Ephesus you could purchase a saying/
incantation that promised the likelihood of conception, how much would you be willing to pay 
for it?  Perhaps a lot.  If you needed your crops to grow or your business to take off, and if 
you were sick with some disease and some magical incantation promised deliverance, you 
very well might spend the money to gain this scroll.  Ephesus appears to have been a major 
trade center in these incantations. 
     And it was Paul who came preaching and teaching that it is Jesus Christ, not incantations, 
who breaks the power of demons and heals us.  So many were coming to faith in Christ and 
rejecting these magical scrolls that it was affecting the sale of them.  Acts 19:18-20 records 
that those who came to faith in Christ confessed their evil deeds and many who practiced 
sorcery burned their scrolls/incantations publicly.  The value of the scrolls came to fifty thou-
sand drachmas.  A drachma was a day’s wage.  If an average day’s wage in America is 
$100, the value of the scrolls burned would be the equivalent of five million dollars.  This 
shows the impact of the gospel.  They didn’t sell their scrolls to someone else to make some 
money back because they now learned that there was no power in these scrolls.  They of-
fered a false hope.  They destroyed them. 
     I remember someone who battled cocaine and other drugs bringing a mirror to me one 
day.  He wanted me to get rid of it.  I was confused, until he told me this was what he used to 
cut his drugs with.  I gladly took it off his hands and disposed of it.  When you encounter the 
living Christ, you rid from your life anything that offers power or influence apart from Him.  Is 
there anything from your previous life before Christ you need to get rid of?  Are there things 
that are distracting you from following Jesus whole heartedly?  What scrolls might there be in 
your life that you trust as a source of security?  
     Jesus brought hope and security to the Ephesians that were turning to Christ.  Ephesus 
was known not just for incantations and spells, but also for pagan deities/religions.  Ephesus 
was the city of the goddess Artemis (Romans called her Diana).  The Temple of Artemis was 
considered one of the seven wonders of the ancient world.  You could purchase statutes of 
Artemis for your home.  Artemis was a mother type goddess who blessed marriages and 
crops.  People came from around the Roman empire to honor Artemis at her temple.  The 
Ephesians were proud of their deity.  They reaped the financial rewards due to religious tour-
ism.  People began to notice the influence the Gospel of Jesus was having in town, and how 
people were not purchasing the statues of Artemis.  The artisans who made the statutes 

feared the economic impact, and a riot broke out.  This makes me wonder 
how the gospel might affect the economy in Knoxville if Jesus was taken 
seriously.  Jesus is the only source of hope for our world.    Mark 
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Welcome 
We pray you will be encouraged and uplifted 

as we join together in worship. 

Guest Information 
 There is a staffed nursery available for 

children under age 2.  There is also a 
parent/child training room at the rear 
of the auditorium. 

 An optional children’s worship is avail-
able for ages 3 to 8 during morning wor-
ship.  Children will be dismissed before 
the sermon.  Please pick up your child 
after worship 

 If you are visiting, please complete a 
visitor card so we have a record of 
your attendance. 

Weekly Meeting Times 
 

Sundays: 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Bible Study 9:30 a.m. 
 

Wednesdays: 
Bible Study 7:00 p.m. 

Weekly Statistics 
   

  weekly budget          $4,266 
 

 

  attendance contribution 
     Feb  23       152      $4,404 

2206 Tecoma Drive 
Knoxville, TN  37917 
865-523-1764 

Website:www.arlingtonchurchofchrist.org 

Arlington Friends 
Arlington Church of Christ Youth Group 



 
 

 

 

 

 We will teach children classes at the 
Central Church of Christ, today from 
3:30-4:30 p.m.  Please let Mark know 
if you can help. 

 YPYF Small Group, this afternoon at 
5 p.m., at the Rolling’s home.  Alan 
Groves will be teaching. 

 Hope Central, tomorrow from 3:30 to 
530 p.m.  We will prepare and feed 
the children and help with their activi-
ties. 

 Elders/Deacons Meeting, tomorrow 
night, March 2, 7 p.m. 

 Ladies Prayer Group, this Thurs., 
Mar. 5, 6:30 p.m. 

 Applebee’s Pancake Fundraiser for 
TN Children’s Home this Sat., March 
7, 7:30 to 9:30 a.m.  Applebee’s, 261 
N. Peters Road., Knoxville, 37923.  
Modern Woodmen of America will 
match your donation. 

 Daylight Savings Time, Sunday, 
March 8, 12 a.m. turn your clocks 
forward one hour. 

 Small groups, Sun., March 8. The 
group at the church building meets at 
5 p.m.  The group at the Brackney 
and Price/Tillers meets at 6 p.m. 

 Senior Servants study and lunch, 
Tues., March 10, 11 a.m.  

 We will meet Sunday night, March 
15, for worship at 5 p.m.  Shane Mink 
will be sharing about his journey with 
God.  

Arlington Family Pages 
Seeking to edify, educate and 

inform the Family of God 

Sunday, March 1, 2020 

See our prayer request    
insert for the most current 
prayer list.  Please contact 
the office for updates, 
changes, and/or deletions. 

 
Family News 

 
Family Matters 

Sermon Topics Today  

Sunday Morning:  

The Book of Acts  Acts 19 

The Barrier of Religion/Superstition 
 

Sunday Night:    

No Services 

 

SERVING THE ASSEMBLY TODAY: 
Serve @ Table:  

Noah Brackney, Zach Shannon 
Bob DeWitt, Tyler Norris, David Giles 

Bob Campbell, Pat Ramsey 
  

Opening Prayer: David Price 
Preside at Table:  Gregg Summers 

Greeters: Tim & Paige Mallicoat 
Nursery: L Burbano/H Monroe 
Security:  B DeWitt/ B Pruett 

 

Elders  

Mark Brackney Ph:   622-0376 
Leland Price Ph:   925-4424 
Danny Rider Ph:   705-9713 
Wayne Shannon  Ph:   742-0517 
Gregg Summers Ph:   223-4515 
 

Deacons  
Jason McDougal - YPYF/Vacation Bible School 
Bud Norris - Worship Participants 
Charles Owens - Bldg & Grounds/Security/Treasurer 
Keith Tatum - Education/Picture Board/Family Camp 
Ronnie Weldon - Attendance/Communion Prep/Bldg 
 

Minister:         Mark Brackney Ph:   523-1764 
 

Secretaries:   Becky Johnson Jennifer Tatum 
 

Missionaries:   Tom & Angie Langley - WEI 

                   Tommy Drinnen - Hope Central 

 
 

BIRTHDAYS  

 
 
 

   Mar    2 Hannah Newland 
   Mar    3 Billie Bayles 
   Mar    6 Christine Brackney 
   Mar    7 Seth Owens 

   

Happy  
Birthday!! 

 

 
 

 
 

 Wedding Shower for Victoria 
Maner and Tyler Langley, Sun., 
March 8, in the fellowship hall 
from 2 - 4 p.m. 

 

 Wedding shower for Grace 
Ostdiek and Stephen Brackney, 
Sat., March 28, at the home of Helen 
Monroe. 

 

 Fifth Sunday Song Service, 
March 29, 5 p.m. 

 

 The Metropolitan Detroit Youth 
Chorus will be coming to 
Arlington and staying with 
us two nights, April 3 & 4.  
They will perform on Fri-
day night, April 3.  We will 
need help with housing the students. 

 

 Patrick Mead is coming May 3-6. 
Theme: Just Jesus Stories. 

 

Please take a moment to pick 
up a card (or two) to mail this 
week from the Caring Cards 
Ministry Table 

---------------------------------------- 
Optional children’s worship… 

Is available for ages 3 to 8 during morning 
worship.  Children will be dismissed     

before the 
sermon.  Please 
pick up your child 

after worship 

 
Coming Up... 

YPYF 


