
Arlington Church of Christ 

Our Mission: Connecting People to Jesus and one Another 
  
  

The Greatest Present Ever Given – His Presence 
     As I am writing this, Christmas day is only nine days away.  A lot of focus 
until then will be placed on finishing up gift shopping to find that perfect gift.  
Each year, there are must-have gift items.  One of the earliest “must-have” 

gifts that I can remember where people went crazy was the “Cabbage Patch kids.”  That was 
way back in 1983.  In 1989, it was the “game boy” phenomenon.  There were some 110 mil-
lion of them sold that year.  Then there was Barney and the Teenage Mutant Turtles craze.  
Back in 1996 there was Tickle Me Elmo.   I remember hearing the story of the Walmart em-
ployee that was stampeded by crazed shoppers to get the toy.  That employee ended up with 
a broken rib and a head injury as he was literally knocked unconscious by the mob.  Every 
year there seems to be a new toy kids are desperate to have as a Christmas present.  
      As great as presents are, I think we would all agree that having the physical presence of 
someone you love is more important than a present from them.  It is important to remember 
the greatest presence ever given to us, Jesus Christ.   
     Normally, when you want to read about the birth of Jesus, you go to Matthew or Luke’s 
gospel.  Mark’s gospel begins with John the Baptist preaching in the wilderness.  John’s gos-
pel begins in a totally different way.  When John tells the Christmas story, he doesn’t go back 
to Bethlehem like Matthew and Luke do, instead, John goes all the way back before the world 
began: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God” (John 1:1). 
     John gives the name “Word” to Jesus.  It is the Greek word Logos: the expression or dec-
laration of a thought.  Jesus is the physical manifestation of God.  He is making God known 
to the world; God in the flesh.  John continues: “The Word became flesh and made his dwell-
ing among us…” (John 1:14).      The gift of Jesus to this world was not an impulsive decision.  
It was well thought out and planned from the beginning: “God created everything through him, 
and nothing was created except through him.  The Word gave life to everything that was cre-
ated, and his life brought light to everyone” (John 1:3-4). 
     John goes back to Genesis 1 and reminds us of the creation of the world.  By Genesis 3, 
sin has entered the world and we read about Jesus specifically for the first time in a prophecy 
about his coming.  The serpent, representing the devil, is cursed.  God speaking to the ser-
pent says, “…The seed of the woman will crush your head…” (Genesis 3:15).  The seed of 
the woman is talking about the child of Mary.  Jesus will come and he will defeat death. 
     So, God had a special plan from before the world was created to send Jesus.  We find this 
spelled out in another verse in the Bible: “He [Jesus] was chosen before the creation of the 
world, but was revealed in these last times for your sake” (I Peter 1:20). Hundreds of prophe-
cies in the Old Testament predicted that Jesus was coming to rescue, to redeem, to free, to 
set up a spiritual kingdom that no one can take away. 
     In God’s perfect timing, he sent his presence in Jesus to us to take the punishment we 
deserved upon himself (Isaiah 53:4-5).  Receive the present he offered, his presence: “Yet to 

all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the 
right to become children of God” (John 1:12).  Mark  
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Welcome 
We pray you will be encouraged and uplifted 

as we join together in worship. 

Guest Information 
 There is a staffed nursery available for 

children under age 2.  There is also a 
parent/child training room at the rear 
of the auditorium. 

 An optional children’s worship is avail-
able for ages 3 to 8 during morning wor-
ship.  Children will be dismissed before 
the sermon.  Please pick up your child 
after worship 

 If you are visiting, please complete a 
visitor card so we have a record of 
your attendance. 

Weekly Meeting Times 
 

Sundays: 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Bible Study 9:30 a.m. 
 

Wednesdays: 
Bible Study 7:00 p.m. 

Weekly Statistics 
   

  weekly budget          $4,266 
 

 

  attendance contribution 
     Dec   15       146       

2206 Tecoma Drive 
Knoxville, TN  37917 
865-523-1764 

Website:www.arlingtonchurchofchrist.org 

Arlington Friends 
Arlington Church of Christ Youth Group 



 
 

 

 

 We will not be meeting tonight or this 
Wed. night, Dec. 25. 

 Tom Langley will be speaking on 
Sunday, Dec. 29.  We will not be 
meeting that evening. 

 We will not be meeting on Wednes-
day, Jan. 1. 

 Ladies prayer group, Thursday, Jan. 
2, 6:30 p.m.  Location TBA. 

 We will help teach classes at the 
Central Church of Christ on Sunday, 
Jan. 5, 3:30 to 4:30 p.m.   

 YPYF small group will be on Sunday, 
Jan. 5, 5 p.m.  We will discussing 
chapters 4-6 of the Screwtape Letters 
by C.S. Lewis.  Location TBA 

 Sanctuary Kick-off for the new year, 
Wed., Jan. 8, 7 p.m. 

 Small groups, Sunday, Jan. 12.  The 
group at the church building will meet 
at 5 p.m.  The other groups will meet 
at 6 p.m. 

 Hope Central, Monday, Jan. 13, 3:30 
to 5:30 p.m.  We will prepare and feed 
the children & help with their activities. 

 Men’s group will meet at Shoney’s, 
Thursday, Jan. 16, 8:30 a.m. 

 Ladies brunch/prayer group, Satur-
day, Jan. 18, 10:30 a.m. 

 Connection Night on Sunday, Jan. 
19, 5 p.m.   

 Winterfest, Feb. 14-16.  Please get a 
registration form on the youth board 
and return to the Summers. 

Arlington Family Pages 
Seeking to edify, educate and 

inform the Family of God 

Sunday, December 22, 2019 

See our prayer request    
insert for the most current 
prayer list.  Please contact 
the office for updates, 
changes, and/or deletions. 

 

...and He will be 
called... 

 
Family Matters 

Sermon Topics Today  

Sunday Morning:  

The Hope of Christmas-Part Three 

“The Greatest Present-His Presence” 
 

Sunday Night:  

No Services at building 

SERVING THE ASSEMBLY TODAY: 
Serve @ Table:  

Kevin Gillispie, David Giles 
Bob DeWitt, Tyler Norris 

Colby Coleman, Pat Ramsey 
Zach Shannon 

Opening Prayer: David Price 
Preside at Table:  Charles Owens 
Greeters: Mark & Sammie French 
Nursery: Lori Tiller & Betty Smith 
Security:  T Mallicoat & C Coomer 

Elders  

Mark Brackney Ph:   622-0376 
Leland Price Ph:   925-4424 
Danny Rider Ph:   705-9713 
Wayne Shannon  Ph:   742-0517 
Gregg Summers Ph:   223-4515 
 

Deacons  
Jay Estes - Helping Hands Ministry 
Jason McDougal - YPYF/Vacation Bible School 
Bud Norris - Worship Participants 
Charles Owens - Bldg & Grounds/Security/Treasurer 
Keith Tatum - Education/Picture Board/Family Camp 
Ronnie Weldon - Attendance/Communion Prep/Bldg 
 

Minister:         Mark Brackney Ph:   523-1764 
 

Secretaries:   Becky Johnson Jennifer Tatum 
 

Missionaries:   Tom & Angie Langley - WEI 

                   Tommy Drinnen - Hope Central 

 
 
 

BIRTHDAYS  

 
 
 

   Dec     22 Kelly Hunter 
   Dec     26 Laura Burka 
   Dec     27 Frances Maples 
   Dec     29 Rick Johnson 
    
 
 
 

Happy Birthday!! 

 

 

 

 

Please take a moment to pick 
up a card (or two) to mail this 
week from the Caring Cards 
Ministry Table 

---------------------------------------- 
Optional children’s worship… 

Is available for ages 3 to 8 during morning 
worship.  Children will be dismissed     

before the 
sermon.  Please 
pick up your child 

after worship 

 

 
Coming Up... 


