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From Tedium to Amazement 

 

     I don’t know about you, but I tend to need constant reminders as to what 
the real meaning of Christmas is all about.  With running from party to party, 

or store to store, you can easily get distracted.  On top of this we battle monotony and 
tedium.  Many of us are just going through the motions of another year that has flown by with-
out clear direction or purpose.  Instead of wandering through life, we want to be amazed by 
something unexpected or unfamiliar that will lead to a life of praise to our great God.  The sto-
ry of the incarnation, the birth of God in the flesh, should cause us to marvel and lead to 
praise, but instead, we have heard the story over and over so many times that it can lose its 
wonder. 
     Part of the problem is simply familiarity with the birth story of Jesus.  Whether we heard 
this story for the first time from a Bible class or by watching “Charlie Brown Christmas,” it can 
become stale.  Each year I find it challenging to preach Christmas sermons in a fresh way.  
We don’t want the story to lose its amazement, but it can.  We can take it for granted and we 
miss what is really happening. As they say, familiarity breeds indifference.  Michael Yaconelli 
wrote in his book, Dangerous Wonder, “The greatest threat to Christianity may be people who 
say they believe in Jesus, but are no longer astonished and amazed at what he has done for 
them.” 
 As disciples of Jesus, we believe the Christmas story to be true, but we may not be 
motivated by the importance of the story to want to share it with others.  We can keep it to 
ourselves.  Let us recapture the wonder and amazement of the coming of Jesus and what he 
accomplished through his life, death, and resurrection – the gospel. 
     Let God do for us what he did to the shepherds.  It is doubtful anyone wanted to be a pro-
fessional shepherd.  In the first century, shepherds were considered unclean and could not 
worship in the Temple.  They were not allowed to give testimony in the court of law because 
they were not considered trustworthy.  They often spent months at a time living out in the 
open fields with their sheep, which made them smelly and dirty.  Yet it was to shepherds that 
angels first appeared to share the good news of the birth of Jesus.  And it was shepherds 
who gave the first testimony to others of the coming of the Messiah and they were the first to 
worship openly, giving praise and glory to God.  The shepherds were changed men. 
     After getting news of this event from the angels, the shepherds responded by saying, “Let 
us go see this thing that has happened” (Luke 2:15).  The word “see” means to stare intense-
ly and to examine closely.  They stopped what they were doing to take a close look.  Let us 
do the same in this season of frantic living. 
     A shepherd could have felt like their life lacked purpose, leaving them discouraged when 
life was not what they thought.  But these sheep herders had a surprise coming.   God had 
special plans for them.  It was unexpected, but that is how God loves to work.  You might be 
discouraged that your life has not gone the way you imagined.  But God wants you, like the 

shepherds, to praise and worship him by taking the focus off your prob-
lems and the tedium of life and put them on God.  The Christmas story 
should illicit awe and amazement.    Mark  
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Welcome 
We pray you will be encouraged and uplifted 

as we join together in worship. 

Guest Information 
 There is a staffed nursery available for 

children under age 2.  There is also a 
parent/child training room at the rear 
of the auditorium. 

 An optional children’s worship is avail-
able for ages 3 to 8 during morning wor-
ship.  Children will be dismissed before 
the sermon.  Please pick up your child 
after worship 

 If you are visiting, please complete a 
visitor card so we have a record of 
your attendance. 

Weekly Meeting Times 
 

Sundays: 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Bible Study 9:30 a.m. 
 

Wednesdays: 
Bible Study 7:00 p.m. 

Weekly Statistics 
   

  weekly budget          $4,266 
 

 

  attendance contribution 
     Dec   8       151      4,362 

2206 Tecoma Drive 
Knoxville, TN  37917 
865-523-1764 

Website:www.arlingtonchurchofchrist.org 

Arlington Friends 
Arlington Church of Christ Youth Group 



 
 

 

 

Congratulations to  
Tyler and Leanne Norris!   

Miss Lainey Gentry Norris was born last 
Mon., Dec. 9.  She weighed 6 lbs, 14 oz, 

and was 19 3/4 inches long.  
Leanne and Lainey are both doing well. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 Teen/college Christmas party at the 
Price’s, today after morning worship.  
Bring a pair of socks to exchange and 
food to share (more details to come). 
After the party we will go Christmas 
caroling to some of our shut-ins. 

 Christmas caroling, today at 3 p.m.  
Please let Mark know if you would like 
to participate. 

 Just Lead afterschool program tomor-
row afternoon from 3:30 to 5 p.m.  
This will be our last one until Monday, 
Jan. 13.  Thanks to all who brought 
and prepared the food for the children 
this past year. 

 Ladies prayer/brunch, this Sat., Dec. 
21, 10:30 a.m. 

 We will not have our Fourth Sunday 
fellowship meal this month. 

 No evening services on: 
 Wed: Dec. 25 and Jan. 1, 2020
 Sun: Dec. 15, Dec. 22 & Dec. 29 

-------------------------- 

Dear Arlington family, 
Thank you for the gener-
ous gift for our family.  

We are grateful for you all.  God 
bless you.  Love, The Brackneys 

Arlington Family Pages 
Seeking to edify, educate and 

inform the Family of God 

Sunday, December 15, 2019 

See our prayer request    
insert for the most current 
prayer list.  Please contact 
the office for updates, 
changes, and/or deletions. 

 

...and He will be 
called... 

 
Family Matters 

Sermon Topics Today  

Sunday Morning:  

The Hope of Christmas-Part Two 

“From Tedium to Amazement” 
 

Sunday Night:  

No Services at building 

SERVING THE ASSEMBLY TODAY: 
Serve @ Table:  

Kevin Gillispie, David Giles 
Bob DeWitt, Tyler Norris 

Colby Coleman, Pat Ramsey 
Zach Shannon 

Opening Prayer: Kelly Hunter 
Preside at Table:  Dann Chapman 
Greeters: R Weldon & C Wallace 

Nursery: Bernice Borg & Sue Bivens 
Security:  S Cooke & H Box 

Elders  

Mark Brackney Ph:   622-0376 
Leland Price Ph:   925-4424 
Danny Rider Ph:   705-9713 
Wayne Shannon  Ph:   742-0517 
Gregg Summers Ph:   223-4515 
 

Deacons  
Jay Estes - Helping Hands Ministry 
Jason McDougal - YPYF/Vacation Bible School 
Bud Norris - Worship Participants 
Charles Owens - Bldg & Grounds/Security/Treasurer 
Keith Tatum - Education/Picture Board/Family Camp 
Ronnie Weldon - Attendance/Communion Prep/Bldg 
 

Minister:         Mark Brackney Ph:   523-1764 
 

Secretaries:   Becky Johnson Jennifer Tatum 
 

Missionaries:   Tom & Angie Langley - WEI 

                   Tommy Drinnen - Hope Central 

 
 

BIRTHDAYS  

 
 

   Dec     15 Landon Debusk 
   Dec     18 Helen Monroe 
   Dec     19 Heather Percell 
   Dec     19 Dawson Daulton 
   Dec     22 Kelly Hunter 
    
 
 

Happy Birthday!! 

 

 

 

 

Please take a moment to pick 
up a card (or two) to mail this 
week from the Caring Cards 
Ministry Table 

---------------------------------------- 
Optional children’s worship… 

Is available for ages 3 to 8 during morning 
worship.  Children will be dismissed     

before the 
sermon.  Please 
pick up your child 

after worship 

 

 
Coming Up... 


