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Our Mission: Connecting People to Jesus and one Another 
  
  

 

No Age Restrictions 
 
 

    We are entering into the holiday season.  I have my vehicle’s radio station 
tuned to 93.1 FM to enjoy the non-stop Christmas music.  I love this time of 

year.  I love to sing hymns about “Joy to the World” and “Silent Night”.  But along 
with these songs comes the stress associated to Christmas: decorating, hosting or attending 
holiday parties, and navigating through the masses of humanity in stores and malls.  In fact, 
this time of year people are experiencing what is called “holidaze.”  The urban dictionary de-
fines this as: feelings of confusion and excitement people have between Thanksgiving and 
Christmas; the blur one feels while shopping for gifts in crowded stores with heavy holiday 
traffic. 
     When it comes to shopping, I can’t stand it.  I often end up with a headache.  I would ra-
ther give blood than shop (this is not to say giving blood is bad - it is a wonderful gift you are 
giving someone else, and I personally love to give at Medic).  Shopping is not the only thing 
that can leave you in a daze.  You might be longing for hope.  Right now, you might be sur-
viving rather than thriving.  Well, if that describes you, there is great hope. 
     Luke’s gospel begins with an introduction of a married couple, Zechariah and Elizabeth, 
and a single young girl named Mary.  Each of these will find themselves in impossible situa-
tions along with confusion as to what God is going to do through them.  In the case of Eliza-
beth, a barren woman becomes pregnant in her old age.  In the case of Mary, a virgin girl be-
comes pregnant in her young age.  But what we find is that God does not have age re-
strictions.  Young or old can be used for his purposes and glory. 
     Before Jesus is born, another baby is born, one that will one day be a forerunner to Jesus 
announcing his ministry.  That baby was John the Baptist, born to Zechariah and Elizabeth.  
Zechariah was a priest of God.  He offered sacrifices and took care of the temple.  One day 
the lot fell to Zechariah to offer incense and prayers in the temple, a rare and treasured privi-
lege.  Zechariah and his wife had prayed in the past that God would bless them with a child, 
yet she remain barren.  While in the temple, an angel appears and says Elizabeth will have a 
child.  Zechariah doubts and due to that was struck dumb, unable to talk, until the child was 
born.  Waiting can create doubt, but it can also create anticipation and appreciation.  God 
was not done with Zechariah and Elizabeth.  They had a child to raise that would introduce 
Jesus to the world. 
     Mary had an appearance from an angel as well.  She, like Zechariah, stood in disbelief.  
How could she be with child when she had never been with a man?  Nothing is impossible 
with God.  God loves to work in unexpected ways.  So, in about the sixth month of Elizabeth’s 
pregnancy, Mary, her relative, makes a visit to her.  Mary tells how the angel came to her and 
Elizabeth shares how an angel came to them as well and that their child will be the one to 
announce the Messiah that was to be born to Mary.  What a moment! 
     God had more for Mary, Zechariah, and Elizabeth than they could ever imagine.  God has 

more for you as well due to the birth of Jesus, the child who brought 
hope to our world.  In fact, since his birth, the world has never been the 
same.        Mark  
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Welcome 
We pray you will be encouraged and uplifted 

as we join together in worship. 

Guest Information 
 There is a staffed nursery available for 

children under age 2.  There is also a 
parent/child training room at the rear 
of the auditorium. 

 An optional children’s worship is avail-
able for ages 3 to 8 during morning wor-
ship.  Children will be dismissed before 
the sermon.  Please pick up your child 
after worship 

 If you are visiting, please complete a 
visitor card so we have a record of 
your attendance. 

Weekly Meeting Times 
 

Sundays: 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Bible Study 9:30 a.m. 
 

Wednesdays: 
Bible Study 7:00 p.m. 

Weekly Statistics 
   

  weekly budget          $4,266 
 

 

  attendance contribution 
     Dec   1       165       

2206 Tecoma Drive 
Knoxville, TN  37917 
865-523-1764 

Website: www.arlingtonchurchofchrist.org 

Arlington Friends 
Arlington Church of Christ Youth Group 



 
 

 

 

 Present Hope will take place today 
from  1-5 p.m.  We need lots of help!  
No small groups tonight. 

 Just Lead afterschool program tomor-
row afternoon from 3:30 to 5 p.m. 

 Senior Servants will prepare and de-
liver Christmas baskets this Tues., 
Dec. 10. 

 We will be helping load up furniture 
for the Estes family this Wed., Dec. 
11.  Please let Jay or Mark know if 
you can help. 

 Sanctuary, this Wed., Dec. 11,        
7 p.m.  Please come and encour-
age our Hope Central children and 
families in this night of worship. 

 Men’s breakfast at Shoney’s, this 
Thurs., Dec. 12, 8:30 a.m. 

 Teen/college Christmas party at the 
Price’s, Sunday, Dec. 15, after morn-
ing worship.  Bring a pair of socks to 
exchange and food to share (more 
details to come). After the party we 
will go Christmas caroling to some of 
our shut-ins. 

 Christmas caroling, Sunday, Dec. 
15, 3 p.m.  Please let Mark know if 
you would like to participate. 

 Ladies prayer/brunch, Sat., Dec. 21, 
10:30 a.m. 

 ______________________ 
 

Jessie Rutherford 
7737 Cedarcrest 

   Knoxville, TN  37938 

Arlington Family Pages 
Seeking to edify, educate and 

inform the Family of God 

Sunday, December 8, 2019 

See our prayer request    
insert for the most current 
prayer list.  Please contact 
the office for updates, 
changes, and/or deletions. 

 
Family News 

 
Family Matters 

Sermon Topics Today  

Sunday Morning:  

The Hope of Christmas-Part One 

“No Age Restrictions” 
 

Sunday Night:  

No Services at building 

SERVING THE ASSEMBLY TODAY: 
Serve @ Table:  

Kevin Gillispie, David Giles 
Bob DeWitt, Tyler Norris 

Colby Coleman, Pat Ramsey 
Zach Shannon 

Opening Prayer: Ray Buttrey 
Preside at Table:  Casey Owens 
Greeters: B Pruett & D Chapman 

Nursery: E Griffin & R Groves 
Security:  J McDougal & J Turnbull 

Elders  

Mark Brackney Ph:   622-0376 
Leland Price Ph:   925-4424 
Danny Rider Ph:   705-9713 
Wayne Shannon  Ph:   742-0517 
Gregg Summers Ph:   223-4515 
 

Deacons  
Jay Estes - Helping Hands Ministry 
Jason McDougal - YPYF/Vacation Bible School 
Bud Norris - Worship Participants 
Charles Owens - Bldg & Grounds/Security/Treasurer 
Keith Tatum - Education/Picture Board/Family Camp 
Ronnie Weldon - Attendance/Communion Prep/Bldg 
 

Minister:         Mark Brackney Ph:   523-1764 
 

Secretaries:   Becky Johnson Jennifer Tatum 
 

Missionaries:   Tom & Angie Langley - WEI 

                   Tommy Drinnen - Hope Central 

 
 

BIRTHDAYS  

 
 

   Dec     9 Donna Pettitt 
   Dec    10 Roger Mink 
   Dec    11 Charles Owens 
   Dec    11 Luke Brackney 
   Dec    15 Landon Debusk 

 
 

Happy Birthday!! 

 

 

 

 

Please take a moment to pick 
up a card (or two) to mail this 
week from the Caring Cards 
Ministry Table 

---------------------------------------- 
Optional children’s worship… 

Is available for ages 3 to 8 during morning 
worship.  Children will be dismissed     

before the 
sermon.  Please 
pick up your child 

after worship 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Present Hope 
Sunday, Dec. 8, 1 to 5 p.m. @ ACOC  

See Tommy Drinnen for details 
 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
 

Senior Servants to prepare 
and deliver Christmas baskets 

Tuesday, Dec. 10 
 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
 

Teen/College Christmas party  
Sunday, Dec. 15, lunch at the Prices 

Bring a pair of Christmas socks 
for a gift exchange 

 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

 

Christmas Caroling to our shut-ins 
Sunday afternoon, Dec. 15 

 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

 

No Fourth Sunday  
Fellowship Meal in Nov. or Dec. 

 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

 

No evening services on: 
Wed: Dec. 25 and Jan. 1, 2020 

Sun: Dec. 15, Dec. 22, and Dec. 29 

 
Coming Up... 


