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The Sword of the Spirit 
    Temptation is very real.  It began in Eden and continues today to pull us 
away from God.  It is that influence to do something that brings immediate 
satisfaction or gratification.  It would be nice if temptation was like a rattle-

snake – easy to identify and run away from.  But temptation is not like that.  It is more like a 
piece of pecan pie, having the answers available ahead of time for the exam, a gorgeous 
woman, or handsome man.  Temptation would not be tempting if it were not attractive. 
     The best way to avoid temptation is to stay away from it.  When we know our weaknesses, 
we need to stay away from those places or situations.  But, with that said, no matter how 
much you may do to guard yourself from temptation, you can’t fully get away from it.  But 
there is hope.  Temptation is not sin.  What is sin is when you give in to the temptation. 
     Sometimes we feel alone in our temptations, but you are not alone.  Someone else is go-
ing through the same temptation you are dealing with right now.  “No temptation has overtak-
en you except what is common to mankind. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted 
beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that 
you can endure it” (I Cor. 10:13). 
     Jesus faced temptation, so we know facing it is not sin, for Jesus was sinless.  “For we do 
not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one 
who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he did not sin” (Hebrews 4:15).  We 
also need to remember that temptation does not come from God: “When tempted, no one 
should say, ‘God is tempting me.’ For God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt any-
one (James 1:13). Satan is called “the tempter” in Matthew 4:3 and I Thessalonians 3:5. Be-
cause Jesus had victory over the tempter, we have been given that victory as well. “Because 
he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempt-
ed” (Hebrews 2:18). 
     God has also given us an offensive weapon.  It is called “the sword of the Spirit, which is 
the word of God” (Eph. 6:17).  This sword refers to a dagger anywhere from six to eighteen 
inches long.  It was carried in a sheath at the soldier’s side and used in hand-to-hand combat.  
The sword of the Spirit is not a broadsword.  It is the small one that is used with precision. 
     There were two Greek terms commonly translated in English as “word.”  The first and 
most often used is logos, the active presence of God through which he works his will in histo-
ry.  Jesus is called the logos of God (John 1:1).  It is also the term to denote the whole of the 
Bible – God’s Word.  But the Greek word used in Eph. 6:17 is rhema, a specific saying of 
God – a verse taken from the whole that has application to an immediate situation.  Jesus 
quotes specific verses from Deuteronomy during his temptations in the wilderness (Mt. 4).  
From the Word of God (logos), we find sayings of God (rhema) that are the daggers he gives 
to us to fight in our spiritual battles.  The Bible is our armory, and if we are going to resist the 
temptations of the evil one, we need to utilize it for the weapon it is.  Stay in the Word, memo-

rize the Word, and quo te from the Word.   
       Mark  
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Welcome 
We pray you will be encouraged and uplifted 

as we join together in worship. 

Guest Information 
 There is a staffed nursery available for 

children under age 2.  There is also a 
parent/child training room at the rear 
of the auditorium. 

 An optional children’s worship is avail-
able for ages 3 to 8 during morning wor-
ship.  Children will be dismissed before 
the sermon.  Please pick up your child 
after worship 

 If you are visiting, please complete a 
visitor card so we have a record of 
your attendance. 

Weekly Meeting Times 
 

Sundays: 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Bible Study 9:30 a.m. 
 

Wednesdays: 
Bible Study 7:00 p.m. 

Weekly Statistics 
   

  weekly budget          $4,266 
 

 

  attendance contribution 
     Nov  10       154       

2206 Tecoma Drive 
Knoxville, TN  37917 
865-523-1764 

e-mail: office@acoc.comcastbiz.net 
Website: www.arlingtonchurchofchrist.org 

Arlington Friends 
Arlington Church of Christ Youth Group 



 
 

 

 

 Rake and Run Service Project today for 
Middle/High School students. We will eat 
pizza after worship then go rake yards. 

 Old-fashioned singing tonight at 5 p.m.  
Come ready to sing your favorites as we 
will be taking requests. 

 Just Lead afterschool program  tomorrow 
afternoon from 3:30 to 5 p.m. 

 Senior Servants trip to see the Country 
Tonight Show, this Tues., Nov. 19. 

 Men’s breakfast group will not meet in 
November. 

 YPYF Game Night, Fellowship Hall, Sat., 
Nov. 23, 5 to 7 p.m. 

 YPYF small group, Sun., Dec. 1, 5 p.m., 
Tatum’s home.  Jason McDougal will lead 
the discussion over chapters 1-6 of The 
Screwtape Letters. 

 Sanctuary Devotional and planning, 
Wed., Dec. 4, 7 p.m., teen room.  We will 
be working on the songs for the next 
Sanctuary. 

 Sanctuary, Wed., Dec. 11, 7 p.m. 

 Men’s breakfast at Shoney’s, Thurs., 
Dec. 12, 8:30 a.m. 

------------------------ 
We would like to welcome 

Mary Leath and Mike Petrey 
to our Arlington family. 

Please add their info to your directory: 
    6734 Boruff Road 
    Corryton, TN  37721 
      Cell phone  Birthday 
Mike    865-206-2630  April 3 
Mary    865-258-7677  October 8 
 

Mary enjoys music and reading and Mike en-
joys fishing and camping. 

Arlington Family Pages 
Seeking to edify, educate and 

inform the Family of God 

Sunday, November 17, 2019 

See our prayer request    
insert for the most current 
prayer list.  Please contact 
the office for updates, 
changes, and/or deletions. 

 
Family News 

 
Family Matters 

Sermon Topics Today  

Sunday Morning:  

The Armor of God  

The Sword of the Spirit 
 

Sunday Night:  

Old-Fashioned Song Fest  5 pm 

SERVING THE ASSEMBLY TODAY: 
Serve @ Table:  

Jacob Shannon, Bill Langley 
Jonathan Brackney, Paul Cooke 
Noah Brackney, Bob Campbell 

Bill Pruett 
Opening Prayer: Jason McDougal 
Preside at Table:  Gregg Summers 
Greeters: Mark & Sammie French 
Nursery: Cathy & Meredith Norris 
Security:  R Weldon & P Ramsey 

Elders  

Mark Brackney Ph:   622-0376 
Leland Price Ph:   925-4424 
Danny Rider Ph:   705-9713 
Wayne Shannon  Ph:   742-0517 
Gregg Summers Ph:   223-4515 
 

Deacons  
Jay Estes - Helping Hands Ministry 
Jason McDougal - YPYF/Vacation Bible School 
Bud Norris - Worship Participants 
Charles Owens - Bldg & Grounds/Security/Treasurer 
Keith Tatum - Education/Picture Board/Family Camp 
Ronnie Weldon - Attendance/Communion Prep/Bldg 
 

Minister:         Mark Brackney Ph:   523-1764 
 

Secretaries:   Becky Johnson Jennifer Tatum 
 

Missionaries:   Tom & Angie Langley - WEI 

                   Tommy Drinnen - Hope Central 

 
 

 
 
 

BIRTHDAYS  

 
 

 

   Nov    17 Janet McQuaig 
   Nov    18 Rick Case 
   Nov    20 Hoyt Box 

    

Happy 
Birthday!! 

 

 

 

 

Please take a moment to pick 
up a card (or two) to mail this 
week from the Caring Cards 
Ministry Table 

---------------------------------------- 
Optional children’s worship… 

Is available for ages 3 to 8 during morning 
worship.  Children will be dismissed     

before the 
sermon.  Please 
pick up your child 

after worship 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Thanksgiving devotional 

Wednesday, Nov. 27 7 p.m. 
 

Arlington Christmas Banquet 
Saturday, Dec. 7, 6 p.m. 

 

Present Hope 
Monday, Dec. 9, Noon to 6 p.m. 

 

Senior Servants to prepare 
and deliver Christmas baskets 

Tuesday, Dec. 11 
 

Teen/College Christmas party  
Sunday, Dec. 15, lunch at the Prices 

Bring a pair of Christmas socks 
for a gift exchange 

 

Christmas Caroling to our shut-ins 
Sunday afternoon, Dec. 15 

 

No Fourth Sunday  
Fellowship Meal in Nov. or Dec. 

 

No evening services on: 
Wed: Dec. 25 and Jan. 1, 2020 

Sun: Dec. 15, Dec. 22, and Dec. 29 

 
Coming Up... 

YPYF 


