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Our Mission: Connecting People to Jesus and one Another 
  
  

Turning Weakness into Strength 
     Suffering and hardships are universal.  All of us will face a challenge or 
adversity at some point in our life.  The cause can be external, like an injury 
or mistreatment by others.  The cause can be internal with things like doubt 

and bad choices.  In Ephesians, the apostle Paul says we will face challenges from 
the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms (6:12).  We can fight whatever battle we face 
with the strength that we get from the Lord: “Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty 
power” (Ephesians 6:10). 
     Paul reminds the Ephesians that they have mighty power available in Christ.  This remind-
er echoes others in the Bible: God commissioned Joshua as Moses’ successor to lead the 
nation of Israel.  He commanded Joshua on three occasions to “be strong and coura-
geous” (Joshua 1:6, 7, 9). David told his son Solomon, “Be strong and courageous, and do 
the work. Do not be afraid or discouraged, for the Lord God, my God, is with you” (I Chron. 
28:20). Paul told his young protégé, Timothy, “You then, my son, be strong in the grace that 
is in Christ Jesus” (2 Timothy 2:1). 
     The Bible is full of examples of God coming to give strength and courage to people who 
felt weak and not up to the task at hand.  They felt they lacked the strength needed to get the 
job done.  There are more than thirty times in the Bible in which God commands someone to 
be strong. 
     In Ephesians, with all the talk of the armor of God, you might assume that Paul wanted the 
church to be strong in order to fight.  Actually, the reason for the armor is not to fight, but to 
stand.  Four different times in Ephesians 6, the apostle Paul uses the language of “standing” 
to show how to apply spiritual strength (Eph. 6:11,13, 14). 
     Why are we commanded to stand instead of to fight?  Because the battle has already 
been won in Christ Jesus by his death, burial, and resurrection.  Satan is defeated.  Listen to 
these words of victory: “No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who 
loved us” (Romans 8:37). “But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord 
Jesus Christ” (I Corinthians 15:57). 
“But thanks be to God, who always leads us as captives in Christ’s triumphal procession and 
uses us to spread the aroma of the knowledge of him everywhere” (2 Cor. 2:14). 
     We are not fighting for victory, but from victory.   We can be strong because the victory 
has already been won.  We get to rest in the victory Christ has over sin, Satan, and death.  
We can look forward in our future, not looking back, because God leads us in victory.  Listen 
to what Paul told the Corinthians: “Be on your guard; stand firm in the faith; be courageous; 
be strong” (I Cor. 16:13). 
      What is your weakness?  Is it a sin struggle?  Is it not taking time for your spiritual health?  
Is it some financial or physical struggle?  Whatever it is, God wants to help you.  I like the 
quote: “Ships don’t sink because of the water around them. Ships sink because of the water 
that gets in them.”  Adversity can make you stronger if you let it.  God wants to take your 

weakness and do something amazing with it!  Jesus said, “My grace is 
sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness” (2 Cor. 
12:9).         Mark 
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Welcome 
We pray you will be encouraged and uplifted 

as we join together in worship. 

Guest Information 
 There is a staffed nursery available for 

children under age 2.  There is also a 
parent/child training room at the rear 
of the auditorium. 

 An optional children’s worship is avail-
able for ages 3 to 8 during morning wor-
ship.  Children will be dismissed before 
the sermon.  Please pick up your child 
after worship 

 If you are visiting, please complete a 
visitor card so we have a record of 
your attendance. 

Weekly Meeting Times 
 

Sundays: 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Bible Study 9:30 a.m. 
 

Wednesdays: 
Bible Study 7:00 p.m. 

Weekly Statistics 
   

  weekly budget          $4,062 
 

 

  attendance contribution 
     Sept  22       189     $3,727 

2206 Tecoma Drive 
Knoxville, TN  37917 
865-523-1764 

e-mail: office@acoc.comcastbiz.net 
Website: www.arlingtonchurchofchrist.org 

Arlington Friends 
Arlington Church of Christ Youth Group 



 
 

 

 

Starting soon, portions of  Mineral Springs 
Avenue will be closed for one year as the 
city of Knoxville begins work to replace the 

109-year-old bridge above First Creek. 

------------------------------------------- 
 There will be NO Celebration of the 

Arts at the building this evening. 
 Just Lead afterschool program tomor-

row afternoon 3:30 to 5:00 p.m. 
 Ladies prayer group this Thursday, 

Oct. 3, 6:30 p.m. 
 Church camping trip in Cosby, Oct. 

4-6.  Please sign up on the board. 
 We will be helping teach children 

classes at the Central Church of 
Christ on Sun., Oct. 6, 3:30 p.m.  Let 
Mark know if you can help teach. 

 YPYF small group, Sunday, Oct. 6,  
5 p.m.  We will meet at the Gillispie’s 
house to continue a study of The 
Screwtape Letters by C.S. Lewis. 

 No Just Lead on Mon., Oct. 7, due to 
Fall Break for Knox County Schools. 

 Senior Servants study and lunch, 
Tuesday, Oct. 8, 11 a.m. 

 Elders/Deacons Meeting, Tuesday, 
Oct. 8, 7 p.m. 

 Church party at the Brackney’s, 
Sunday, Oct. 13, 5 p.m.  Please bring 
lawn chairs, corn hole boards, finger 
foods & drinks to share. We will have 
the annual corn hole tournament. 

 Seniors Trip-Star Riverboat lunch 
cruise.  Wed., Oct. 16.  $34.75 per 
person.  See Edith Weldon for details. 

Arlington Family Pages 
Seeking to edify, educate and 

inform the Family of God 

Sunday, September 29, 2019 

See our prayer request    
insert for the most current 
prayer list.  Please contact 
the office for updates, 
changes, and/or deletions. 

 
Family News 

 
Family Matters 

Sermon Topics Today  

Sunday Morning:  

The Armor of God 

Lesson #2: Turning Weakness into 

Strength. 
 

Sunday Night:  No Services Tonight 

SERVING THE ASSEMBLY TODAY: 
Serve @ Table:  

Jacob Shannon, Bill Langley 
Jonathan Brackney, Paul Cooke 
Noah Brackney, Bob Campbell 

Bill Pruett 
Opening Prayer: Steve Cooke 
Preside at Table:  Will Simon 

Greeters: B Floyd & G Thompson 
Nursery: Cathy & Meredith Norris  

Security:  B Gilliam & J Hoff 

Elders  

Mark Brackney Ph:   622-0376 
Leland Price Ph:   925-4424 
Danny Rider Ph:   705-9713 
Wayne Shannon  Ph:   742-0517 
Gregg Summers Ph:   223-4515 
 

Deacons  
Jay Estes - Helping Hands Ministry 
Jason McDougal - YPYF/Vacation Bible School 
Bud Norris - Worship Participants 
Charles Owens - Bldg & Grounds/Security/Treasurer 
Keith Tatum - Education/Picture Board/Family Camp 
Ronnie Weldon - Attendance/Communion Prep/Bldg 
 

Minister:         Mark Brackney Ph:   523-1764 
 

Secretaries:   Becky Johnson Jennifer Tatum 
 

Missionaries:   Tom & Angie Langley - WEI 

                   Tommy Drinnen - Hope Central 

 
 
 
 
 
 

BIRTHDAYS  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

   Sept  30 Shirley Waggoner 
   Oct    2 Joshua Brackney 
   Oct    3 Paige Mallicoat 
   Oct    4 Delinda Summers 

 

Happy  
Birthday!! 

 

 

 

 

Please take a moment to pick 
up a card (or two) to mail this 
week from the Caring Cards 
Ministry Table 

---------------------------------------- 
Optional children’s worship… 

Is available for ages 3 to 8 during morning 
worship.  Children will be dismissed     

before the 
sermon.  Please 
pick up your child 

after worship 

 

Mark your calendar for the  
Ostdiek/Brackney wedding,  

April 26, 2020.   
Stephen and Grace ask that you 

please sign up by TODAY if you plan 
to attend the wedding.  

------------------------------------- 
Sharon Galbreath is currently 
living with Betty Smith until her 
condo is ready. Her mailing     
address is: P.O. Box 495 
  Powell, TN  37849 
  Ph.  865-566-1047 

-------------------------------- 
Carolyn Starks has moved 
to Autumn Care Assisted 
Living for the time being.  
Please change the address 
for Carolyn in your church 
directory to 7012 Chartwell 

Rd., Knoxville, TN  37931.  This is the 
address of Carolyn’s daughter, Sherri 
Guyette, and she will make sure Car-
olyn receives the cards that we send. 

------------------------ 
 

Sara Sykes 
501 Tammy Circle 

Smyrna, TN   37167 

 
Coming Up... 

YPYF 


