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Blending of the Inner Eyes 
 

     Neurologist Oliver Sacks talks about the interesting medical case of Sue 
Berry in his book The Mind’s Eye.  As a child, Sue was cross eyed.  Surgery 

corrected her eyesight, but she lacked binocular vision.   Her brain did not learn 
how to merge images from both eyes into one three-dimensional scene. For Sue, everything 
she saw was like looking at a television screen or a painting.  It was not until her late forties 
that Sue began therapy to correct her problem.  She did exercises month after month to train 
her eyes to focus together, but to no avail.  But everything changed one afternoon when she 
climbed into her car.  The steering wheel had popped out from the dashboard.  It was the first 
time she had ever seen anything with depth perception.  From that point forward she started 
to see things in a whole new way.  Grass began to spike upward from the ground.  Light fix-
tures floated in the air.  Water faucets stuck way out.  Snowflakes took on three-dimensional 
shapes. 
     Likewise, when we read about Jesus in our Bibles, we need to have binocular vision.  The 
image we have of Jesus should overlap with that of his Father, the God who revealed himself 
in the Old Testament.  Jesus said himself, “I and the Father are one” (John 10:30).  But our 
mind often has a hard time merging our perception of Jesus with that of God.  The inner eyes 
stay separate instead of blending the two together.  For example, many people have a hard 
time merging Christ’s compassion and love found in the gospels with the harsh judgment of 
God in the Old Testament. This common practice of contrasting the stern God of Israel with 
the love of Christ goes way back.  This tension between God’s justice and his mercy is a par-
adox, but a needed one.   Both God’s mercy and justice are needed in order for him to reign 
over creation while allowing it to survive.   
     In order to resolve the paradox between God’s mercy and justice, he is split into two per-
sonalities: “Wrathful Father” and “Compassionate Son.”  But Jesus presents God as the lov-
ing father welcoming his wayward child home in the parable of the prodigals in Luke 15:11-
32.  This image of God was not something Jesus made up; he took it straight from the Old 
Testament Scriptures.  Yes, you see God judging wicked humanity, but you also see God’s 
amazing mercy, love, and patience with people in order to save them.   
     In the prodigal story, have you wondered what was going on in the mind of the father as 
he spent day after day scanning the distant view to see his missing son?  The words we read 
in Jeremiah 31:20 describe God yearning for the return of his wayward children. The father 
bursts with joy when the beloved child finally comes home.  Here we see the compassionate 
father who longs for reconciliation no matter how bad the offense.  We learn that Christ’s love 
for sinners began with his loving Father in the Old Testament. 
     What we find in the looking at the God of the Old Testament is not some angry God, but 
rather a God whose anger exists in tension with his overwhelming love. God chooses to suf-
fer right along with his creation because he loves them in spite of their sinfulness.  We see 

his overwhelming joy when a single sinner repents and turns homeward. 
       Mark  
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Welcome 
We pray you will be encouraged and uplifted 

as we join together in worship. 

Guest Information 
 There is a staffed nursery available for 

children under age 2.  There is also a 
parent/child training room at the rear 
of the auditorium. 

 An optional children’s worship is avail-
able for ages 3 to 8 during morning wor-
ship.  Children will be dismissed before 
the sermon.  Please pick up your child 
after worship 

 If you are visiting, please complete a 
visitor card so we have a record of 
your attendance. 

Weekly Meeting Times 
 

Sundays: 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Bible Study 9:30 a.m. 
 

Wednesdays: 
Bible Study 7:00 p.m. 

Weekly Statistics 
   

  weekly budget          $4,062 
 

 

  attendance contribution 
     Sept  1       177     $3,336 

2206 Tecoma Drive 
Knoxville, TN  37917 
865-523-1764 

e-mail: office@acoc.comcastbiz.net 
Website: www.arlingtonchurchofchrist.org 

Arlington Friends 
Arlington Church of Christ Youth Group 



 
 

 

 

Starting in September, portions of  
Mineral Springs Avenue will be closed 

for one year as the city of Knoxville     
begins work to replace the 109-year-old 

bridge above First Creek. 
------------------------------------------- 

 College students from the Christian 
Student Center at UT are joining us 
today for worship. WELCOME! 

 Small groups, tonight, 6 p.m. Groups 
meet at the Brackney’s, the building 
and the Riders/Prices/Tillers.  The 
group at the building meets at 5 p.m. 

 Just Lead afterschool program tomor-
row afternoon 3:30 to 5:00 p.m.. 

 Senior Servants Bible study and 
lunch, this Tuesday, Sept. 10, at 
11:00 a.m. 

 Yoga/Exercise class this Tues, Sept. 
10, at 7 p.m. in the fellowship hall. 

 Sanctuary, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 
at 7 p.m. for worship. 

 Connection Night, Sunday, Sept. 15.  
We will get to know three more of our 
Arlington members at 5 p.m. then 
have a finger food fellowship after-
wards.   

 Men will meet at Shoney’s, Thurs., 
Sept. 19, 8:30 a.m. 

 Fourth Sunday Fellowship Meal, 
Sept. 22. Please bring food to share. 

 Mark your calendar for the Ostdiek/
Brackney wedding, April 26, 2020.  
Stephen and Grace ask that you 
please sign up by Sept. 29th if you 
plan to attend the wedding.  

Arlington Family Pages 
Seeking to edify, educate and 

inform the Family of God 

Sunday, September 8, 2019 

See our prayer request    
insert for the most current 
prayer list.  Please contact 
the office for updates, 
changes, and/or deletions. 

 
Family News 

 
Family Matters 

Sermon Topics Today  

Sunday Morning:  

Getting to Know Rabbi Jesus 

“Blending of the Inner Eyes” 
 

Sunday Night: 

Home Church  6 p.m. 

 
SERVING THE ASSEMBLY TODAY: 

Serve @ Table:  
Jacob Shannon, Bill Langley 

Jonathan Brackney, Paul Cooke 
Noah Brackney, Bob Campbell 

Bill Pruett 
Opening Prayer: Ray Buttrey 

Preside at Table:  Casey Owens 
Greeters: Mark & Sammie French 
Nursery: Alyssa & Savanah Estes 

Security:  B DeWitt & B Pruett 

Elders  

Mark Brackney Ph:   622-0376 
Leland Price Ph:   925-4424 
Danny Rider Ph:   705-9713 
Wayne Shannon  Ph:   742-0517 
Gregg Summers Ph:   223-4515 
 

Deacons  
Jay Estes - Helping Hands Ministry 
Jason McDougal - YPYF/Vacation Bible School 
Bud Norris - Worship Participants 
Charles Owens - Bldg & Grounds/Security/Treasurer 
Keith Tatum - Education/Picture Board/Family Camp 
Ronnie Weldon - Attendance/Communion Prep/Bldg 
 

Minister:         Mark Brackney Ph:   523-1764 
 

Secretaries:   Becky Johnson Jennifer Tatum 
 

Missionaries:   Tom & Angie Langley - WEI 

                   Tommy Drinnen - Hope Central 

 
 
 
 
 

BIRTHDAYS  
 
 
 
 

 
 

    
   Sept  15 Olivia Price 

  
   
 

Happy 
Birthday!! 

 

 

 

 

Please take a moment to pick 
up a card (or two) to mail this 
week from the Caring Cards 
Ministry Table 

---------------------------------------- 
Optional children’s worship… 

Is available for ages 3 to 8 during morning 
worship.  Children will be dismissed     

before the 
sermon.  Please 
pick up your child 

after worship 

 

 
Arlington Family 

Camp at Hillbrook 
   Friday, Sept 20  &  

    Saturday, Sept. 21. 
See the hall bulletin 

board for a sign up sheet. 
------------------------------- 

 

Ladies 
Day 

Sept. 28 
 

 

--------------------------------------- 

 
Fifth Sunday  

Celebration of the 
Arts,  

Sunday, Sept. 29, 5 p.m.   
Please bring finger foods to 

share afterwards. 
-------------------------------- 

 

Church camping trip  
in Cosby,  

October 4-6.   
More details to come. 

 
Coming Up... 


