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Boldness in Prayer 
     The Hebrew word to describe boldness is chutzpah (pronounced Hoots-
pah).  This word and attitude have been part of Middle Eastern culture for 
centuries.  You find numerous examples of this in Scripture.  For example, a 

Canaanite woman comes to Jesus when he is trying to get away from the crowds for a rest.  
This woman finds out where Jesus is staying and demands an audience.  She will not take no 
for an answer because her daughter is suffering from a demon.  The disciples pleaded with 
Jesus, “Send her away, for she keeps crying out after us!”  This young mother just pushed 
her way right past them and fell before Jesus.  What is surprising is what Jesus says.  He told 
her something that we would say was inconsiderate if not rude: “It is not right to take the chil-
dren’s bread and toss it to the dogs.”  Jesus’ mission at this point was only to the Jews This 
woman was not a Jew and she was desperate so she boldly contradicted Jesus.  “Yes, it is, 
Lord…Even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from the master’s table.” This woman was tena-
cious.  Due to her pleading, Jesus healed her daughter and Jesus spoke highly of her chutz-
pah (Mt. 15:21-28; Mark 7:25-30). 
     The Jewish tradition of chutzpah goes all the way back to its founding father, Abraham.  In 
Gen. 18:16-33, Abraham had a conversation with God that is shocking.  When God told Abra-
ham of his decision to destroy Sodom because of its wickedness, Abraham responded with 
bargaining with God.  Listen to his nerve: "Will you sweep away the righteous with the wick-
ed? What if there are fifty righteous people in the city? Will you really sweep it away and not 
spare the place for the sake of the fifty righteous people in it? Far be it from you to do such a 
thing-to kill the righteous with the wicked, treating the righteous and the wicked alike. Far be it 
from you! Will not the Judge of all the earth do right?" (Genesis 18:23-25).  Abraham then 
haggles with God over the city going from fifty righteous people – would you spare it for fifty - 
all the way down to ten people.  From our cultural standpoint, we might see this haggling as 
irreverent.  But Jewish thought sees his actions positively.  His boldness is a sign of his trust.   
     Throughout the Bible we find faithful Jews addressing their concerns to God with surpris-
ing bluntness.  Think about Moses’ first unsuccessful encounter with Pharaoh.  Moses did not 
hesitate to let God know how disappointed he was. “Moses returned to the LORD and said, 
"Why, LORD, why have you brought trouble on this people? Is this why you sent me? Ever 
since I went to Pharaoh to speak in your name, he has brought trouble on this people, and 
you have not rescued your people at all" (Exodus 5:22-23).  You hear this same honesty in 
David’s psalms and Job’s laments.   
     The Bible also shows that in prayer we are to be bold in pleading for God’s mercy toward 
others.  In the desert, Moses pleaded with God to not abandon his covenant with them. Later, 
King David pleaded with God to save Israel from a plague God sent as punishment (2 Samu-
el 24:17).  Jesus was a perfect example of showing chutzpah on behalf of others.  While on 
the cross, he pleaded for God’s mercy on those who crucified him because “they do not know 

what they are doing” (Luke 23:34). By bearing our sins, Jesus’ chutzpah on 
the cross brought ultimate triumph in securing God’s mercy.   
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Welcome 
We pray you will be encouraged and uplifted 

as we join together in worship. 

Guest Information 
 There is a staffed nursery available for 

children under age 2.  There is also a 
parent/child training room at the rear 
of the auditorium. 

 An optional children’s worship is avail-
able for ages 3 to 8 during morning wor-
ship.  Children will be dismissed before 
the sermon.  Please pick up your child 
after worship 

 If you are visiting, please complete a 
visitor card so we have a record of 
your attendance. 

Weekly Meeting Times 
 

Sundays: 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Bible Study 9:30 a.m. 
 

Wednesdays: 
Bible Study 7:00 p.m. 

Weekly Statistics 
   

  weekly budget          $4,062 
 

 

  attendance contribution 
     July  14       172     $4,001 

2206 Tecoma Drive 
Knoxville, TN  37917 
865-523-1764 

e-mail: office@acoc.comcastbiz.net 
Website: www.arlingtonchurchofchrist.org 

Arlington Friends 
Arlington Church of Christ Youth Group 



 
 

 

 

 Connection Night, tonight at 5 p.m.  
We will get to know three more of our 
Arlington members.  Please bring fin-
ger foods to share afterwards. 

 Tommy Drinnen will be preaching 
next Sunday, July 28. 

 Fourth Sunday Fellowship, next 
Sunday, July 28.  Please bring food to 
share.  All visitors are invited to join us 
for lunch. 

 Ladies prayer group, Thursday,   
August 1, 6;30 P.M. 

 Ben Ream will be preaching, Sunday, 
August 4. 

 Hope Bible Study, Sunday, August 4, 
3:30 p.m., Central Church of Christ. 

 YPYF Small Group, Sunday, Aug. 4, 
5 p.m.  See Jason McDougal for     
location. 

 Elders/Deacons meeting, Monday, 
August 5, 7 p.m. 

 Gregg Summers will be preaching 
Sunday, August 11. 

 Home church, Sunday, August 11.  
See one of the elders for locations. 

 The men will meet at Shoney’s for 
breakfast Thurs., August 15, 8:30 a.m. 
----------------------------------------------- 

Hardin Valley COC presents: 
ReConnect Weekend   

Friday Night & Saturday Morning 
 August 16-17 

With Owen and Lauren Mitchell 
Register online at: 

Eventbrite.com 
See hall bulletin board for more details 

Arlington Family Pages 
Seeking to edify, educate and 

inform the Family of God 

Sunday, July 21 2019 

See our prayer request    
insert for the most current 
prayer list.  Please contact 
the office for updates, 
changes, and/or deletions. 

 
Family News 

 
Family Matters 

Sermon Topics Today  

Sunday Morning:  

Getting to Know Rabbi Jesus 

Lesson #9: Boldness in Prayer 
 

Sunday Night:  

Connection Night 5 p.m. 

 

SERVING THE ASSEMBLY TODAY: 
Serve @ Table:  

Jacob Shannon, Bill Pruett 
Bill Langley, Paul Cooke 

Noah Brackney, Bob Campbell 
Jonathan Brackney 

Opening Prayer: Jason McDougal 
Preside at Table:  Jay Estes 

Greeters: Mark & Sammie French 
Nursery: Niki & Lexi Price 

Security:  K Tatum & D Jones 

Elders  

Mark Brackney Ph:   622-0376 
Leland Price Ph:   925-4424 
Danny Rider Ph:   705-9713 
Wayne Shannon  Ph:   742-0517 
Gregg Summers Ph:   223-4515 
 

Deacons  
Jay Estes - Helping Hands Ministry 
Jason McDougal - YPYF/Vacation Bible School 
Bud Norris - Worship Participants 
Charles Owens - Bldg & Grounds/Security/Treasurer 
Keith Tatum - Education/Picture Board/Family Camp 
Ronnie Weldon - Attendance/Communion Prep/Bldg 
 

Minister:         Mark Brackney Ph:   523-1764 
 

Secretaries:   Becky Johnson Jennifer Tatum 
 

Missionaries:   Tom & Angie Langley - WEI 

                   Tommy Drinnen - Hope Central 

 
 
 

BIRTHDAYS  

 
 

 

   July     25 Wesley Newland 
   July     25 Jedidiah Cavin 
   July     26 Harrison Summers 
   July     27 Teresa Heinz 
   July     27 Christina Croteau 
   July     27 Nicholas Noe 
   July     28 Andrew Wachter 
 

Happy Birthday!! 

 

 

 

 

Please take a moment to pick 
up a card (or two) to mail this 
week from the Caring Cards 
Ministry Table 

---------------------------------------- 
Optional children’s worship… 

Is available for ages 3 to 8 during morning 
worship.  Children will be dismissed     

before the 
sermon.  Please 
pick up your child 

after worship 

 

If you are interested in being 
certified for CPR and 

equipped to utilize the new 
AED unit the church has in case of 

emergency, please let Eli Griffin know 
(256-614-3915).  The cost of the class 

will be around $30. 
------------------------------------------ 

See Charles Owens  
if you would like to  
make a donation 
toward the new  

playground equipment. 

 

---------------------------------------------- 

 
 

 
 

Arlington Family 
Camp at    
     Hillbrook 

   Friday, Sept 20  &  
    Saturday, Sept. 21. 

--------------------------------------------- 
 

Ladies 
Day 

Sept. 28 
 

 

YPYF 

 
Coming Up... 


