
Arlington Church of Christ 

Our Mission: Connecting People to Jesus and one Another 
  
  

The Shema 
      For thousands of years, Jewish parents have taught their children the 
words of the Shema as soon as they were old enough to speak 
(Deuteronomy 6:4-5).  Jesus likely learned these words on the lap of his mom 

and dad.  The Shema was so central to Jesus’ faith that when a scribe/lawyer 
asked him what he believed was the greatest commandment, his answer began by quoting 
from the Shema (Mark 12:28-31). 
    Today, when we recite the Shema, we repeat Jesus’ words about loving God and neigh-
bor, but we often leave off the preamble: “Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is 
one” (Deut. 6:4). 
     This line is the cornerstone of the Jewish faith followed by the great command to love the 
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all 
your strength.  Every morning and evening for thousands of years, the Jewish people prom-
ised to love God wholeheartedly when they recited the Shema.  Jesus’ next command, “Love 
your neighbor as yourself,” comes from Leviticus 19:18. 
     I used to think that the lawyer’s question was a legalistic quiz and that Jesus’ talk of love 
rather than law would have shocked and scandalized his audience.  But Jesus’ answer came 
straight out of the Torah – from Leviticus and Deuteronomy.  I think most of us would have to 
admit that Leviticus and Deuteronomy are not books we frequent often, if ever, in our Bible 
study.   
     The question the lawyer asked Jesus that day was not a bad one.  I don’t think he was 
trying to outsmart Jesus.  He was actually wanting to participate in a fascinating debate 
among the rabbinic teachers of his day.  He was asking: “What is the great essence of God’s 
Law?”  “What overriding principle encapsulates all of God’s instruction?”  Torah, which we 
translate “law,” actually means “teaching.”  Technically, the term Torah applies to the first five 
books of the Old Testament, also called the Pentateuch, but it often is a word used to refer to 
the Scriptures as a whole.  The goal in answering the question of the lawyer and others was 
not to summarize the Bible in one’s own words, but to choose one key verse that encapsulat-
ed all the rest. This was a discussion about getting to the very heart of God’s will. 
     The first word, shema, we usually translate as “hear.”  But this means more than to per-
ceive sound.  This Hebrew word includes listening, taking heed, and responding with action 
to what one has heard.  Today, we would use the word “obey” to describe this.  To “hear” is 
“to do.”  In the Psalms, David pleads, “O Lord, please hear my prayer.”  This was not accus-
ing God of being deaf, but rather, he was calling on God to take action.  He didn’t want God 
to listen to his words only.  Understanding the importance of the Shema helps us understand 
another phrase Jesus often used: “Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear” (Mark 4:9).  
What Jesus really meant by these words was this: “You have heard my teaching, now take it 
to heart and obey it!”  Jesus wants us to be doers of the word, not just hearers, which is what 
James wrote (James 1:22). 

     This concept is so important for us today in Western culture.  There is 
a disconnect from knowing and doing.  Let us strive to put our beliefs 
into action.         Mark  
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Welcome 
We pray you will be encouraged and uplifted 

as we join together in worship. 

Guest Information 
 There is a staffed nursery available for 

children under age 2.  There is also a 
parent/child training room at the rear 
of the auditorium. 

 An optional children’s worship is avail-
able for ages 3 to 8 during morning wor-
ship.  Children will be dismissed before 
the sermon.  Please pick up your child 
after worship 

 If you are visiting, please complete a 
visitor card so we have a record of 
your attendance. 

Weekly Meeting Times 
 

Sundays: 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Bible Study 9:30 a.m. 
 

Wednesdays: 
Bible Study 7:00 p.m. 

Weekly Statistics 
   

  weekly budget          $4,062 
 

 

  attendance contribution 
     May  19        169       $3,209 

2206 Tecoma Drive 
Knoxville, TN  37917 
865-523-1764 

e-mail: office@acoc.comcastbiz.net 
Website: www.arlingtonchurchofchrist.org 

Arlington Friends 
Arlington Church of Christ Youth Group 



 
 

 

 

 Fourth Sunday fellowship 
meal is today  All our visitors 
are invited to join us for lunch.  
There will be no evening      
assembly. 

 Memorial Day, Monday, May 27. 
 Yoga/Exercise class, this Tues., 

May 28, 7 to 8 p.m., fellowship hall, 
$8 per week. 

 We will assist in teaching chil-
dren Bible classes for our Hope 
Kids, Sunday, June 2, 3:30 p.m., 
Central Church of Christ.  Please 
let Mark know if you can help teach 

 YPYF Bible Study, Sun., June 2, 
5 p.m., at the church building. 

 Deborah Reagan and Danny   
Davis wedding, at Arlington, Fri., 
June 7, 4 p.m.  All are invited.  We 
would like to do a money or gift 
card tree.  Please see Kathy 
Campbell or Mark Brackney to help 
with this.  There will be a cake and 
punch reception following.  Please 
sign up if you plan to attend. 

 Small groups Sun., June 9, 6 p.m.  
The group that meets at the church 
building will begin at 5 p.m. 

 YPYF camping trip, June 21-23, 
Frozen Head State Park. Let the 
McDougal’s know if you plan to 
attend. 

Arlington Family Pages 
Seeking to edify, educate and 

inform the Family of God 

Sunday, May 26, 2019 

See our prayer request    
insert for the most current 
prayer list.  Please contact 
the office for updates, 
changes, and/or deletions. 

 
Family News 

 
Family Matters 

Sermon Topics Today  

Sunday Morning:  

Getting to Know Rabbi Jesus 
Lesson #2 The Shema-Faith as Listening 

 

Sunday Night:  Fourth Sunday 

No Assembly Tonight 

SERVING THE ASSEMBLY TODAY: 
Serve @ Table:  

Bruce McQuaig, Colby Coleman 
Joe Croteau, Casey Owens 

Kevin Gillispie, Zach Shannon 
Joshua Brackney 

Opening Prayer: Will Simon 
Preside at Table:  Ben Ream 

Greeters: B Floyd & G Thompson 
Nursery: P Snowden & S Estes 
Security:  K Tatum & D Jones 

Elders  

Mark Brackney Ph:   622-0376 
Leland Price Ph:   925-4424 
Danny Rider Ph:   705-9713 
Wayne Shannon  Ph:   742-0517 
Gregg Summers Ph:   223-4515 
 

Deacons  
Jay Estes - Helping Hands Ministry 
Jason McDougal - YPYF/Vacation Bible School 
Bud Norris - Worship Participants 
Charles Owens - Bldg & Grounds/Security/Treasurer 
Keith Tatum - Education/Picture Board/Family Camp 
Ronnie Weldon - Attendance/Communion Prep/Bldg 
 

Minister:         Mark Brackney Ph:   523-1764 
 

Secretaries:   Becky Johnson Jennifer Tatum 
 

Missionaries:   Tom & Angie Langley - WEI 

                   Tommy Drinnen - Hope Central 

 
 
 
 

   BIRTHDAYS  

 
 
 

   May   26 Tom Drinnen 
   May   27 Dave DeWitt 
   May   28 Bill Gilliam 
   May   29 Janie Johnson 
   May   31 Rebekah Connelly 
   June   2 Ariana Shannon 
   June   2 Kate Connelly 

Happy Birthday!! 

 

 

 

 

Please take a moment to pick 
up a card (or two) to mail this 
week from the Caring Cards 
Ministry Table 

---------------------------------------- 
Optional children’s worship… 

Is available for ages 3 to 8 during morning 
worship.  Children will be dismissed     

before the 
sermon.  Please 
pick up your child 

after worship 

Deborah Reagan 

and 

Danny Davis 

Wedding 

Arlington Church of Christ 

Friday, June 7, 4 p.m. 

Reception to Follow 
 
 
 

Knoxville Teen 
Work Camp,  
Sunday night, 

June 2  
thru  

Thursday, June 6.   
Please sign-up and register on-line. 

--------------------------------------- 

 
 
 

 
...for our Vacation Bible 

School… 
 

Super Heroes of 
the Bible 

 

June 16-19 
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 

 
 

 
Coming Up... 

 

YPYF 


