
Arlington Church of Christ 

Our Mission: Connecting People to Jesus and one Another 
  
  

Jesus’ Identity and Our Identity 
 

      Mistaken identity causes some real heartaches. Sometimes there can be 
medical mix-ups that have tragic consequences, or miraculous ones, depend-
ing on your perspective. We've all heard stories of babies being switched at 

birth, which is sort of understandable because babies can look the same. But when kids get 
older, this usually does not happen. However, there have been times when this has hap-
pened.  According to the Washington Post, two women were on their way home from a col-
lege trip when a semi-truck hit the van they were traveling in. One woman, Laura Van Ryn 
was killed instantly and Whitney Cerak survived with a brain injury and broken bones. Para-
medics found Van Ryn's purse near Cerak and so they assumed Cerak was Van Ryn.  The 
two women looked similar and because Cerak's injuries were so severe, she was misidenti-
fied. 
     Cerak's parents were told their daughter was dead.  Van Ryn's parents rushed to the hos-
pital and set up vigil to what they thought was their child's bedside. The woman was in a co-
ma and her face was swollen and bandaged.  The Van Ryns had no reason to question her 
identity. It wasn't until five weeks later when she woke and spoke for the first time that she 
was asked to write her name.  It was only then that the parents learned their daughter was 
actually dead and they had been sitting at a stranger's bedside.  As the article stated, “The 
equal parts awfulness and wonderfulness of this story are pretty difficult to comprehend, but 
can be summed up in the words of Cerak's sister: ‘It is hard because our joy is their pain.’" 
     Mistaken identities still happen from time to time – not as much since DNA testing and fin-
gerprints, but it does make me wonder how Jesus dealt with mistaken identity.  After Jesus 
fed five thousand from a sack lunch or after he raised a girl from the dead, how did he feel 
when even after these miraculous events people still couldn’t believe his deity? Over the next 
few weeks I am going to take a close look at Jesus, his identity and the difference that makes 
for us today.  One of the things that set Jesus apart from other teachers and rabbis was the 
countercultural nature of his teachings. Jesus went against the grain and he told his followers 
that they would need to go against the grain as well.  Jesus said broad is the road that leads 
to destruction and narrow the road that leads to life.  Few will find it.  You have to decide 
which road you will take.   
     One of Jesus’ countercultural teachings involved whom you are living for.  The measure of 
greatness, according to Jesus, is not how many servants one has, but on how many you 
serve (Matthew 20:25-28).  Another example is what Jesus said about giving: “It is more 
blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35).  Wealth can be a curse or a blessing.  It is a 
curse if we horde, but a blessing if we are a conduit to bless others and share the gospel. 
     Jesus was a powerful teacher who attracted much interest.  Any time a student would go 
to a rabbi, they would ask if they could follow him.  Jesus, conversely, invites people to follow 
him: “You did not choose me, but I chose you” (John 15:16).  Twenty times the gospels rec-

ord Jesus saying, “Follow me.”  Jesus wants us to follow him as we 
make his identity known to the world.   
       Mark  
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Welcome 
We pray you will be encouraged and uplifted 

as we join together in worship. 

Guest Information 
 There is a staffed nursery available for 

children under age 2.  There is also a 
parent/child training room at the rear 
of the auditorium. 

 An optional children’s worship is avail-
able for ages 3 to 8 during morning wor-
ship.  Children will be dismissed before 
the sermon.  Please pick up your child 
after worship 

 If you are visiting, please complete a 
visitor card so we have a record of 
your attendance. 

Weekly Meeting Times 
 

Sundays: 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Bible Study 9:30 a.m. 
 

Wednesdays: 
Bible Study 7:00 p.m. 

Weekly Statistics 
   

  weekly budget          $4,062 
 

 

  attendance contribution 
     May  12        158       $2,510 

2206 Tecoma Drive 
Knoxville, TN  37917 
865-523-1764 

e-mail: office@acoc.comcastbiz.net 
Website: www.arlingtonchurchofchrist.org 

Arlington Friends 
Arlington Church of Christ Youth Group 



 
 

 

 

 Connection Night, tonight at 5 
p.m.  We will get to know three 
more Arlington members: Lyle 
Randall, Laura Owens, and Keron 
Wright.  Please bring finger foods 
to share afterwards. 

 

 Yoga/Exercise class, this Tues., 
May 21, 7 to 8 p.m., fellowship hall, 
$8 per week. 

 

 Fourth Sunday fellowship meal, 
Sun., May 26.  Please bring 
food to share.  All our visitors 
are invited to join us for lunch.  
There will be no evening as-
sembly. 

 

 Memorial Day, Monday, May 27. 
 

 Deborah Reagan and Danny   
Davis wedding, Arlington, Friday, 
June 7, 4 p.m.  All are invited.  We 
would like to do a money or gift 
card tree.  Please see Kathy 
Campbell or Mark Brackney to help 
with this. 

Arlington Family Pages 
Seeking to edify, educate and 

inform the Family of God 

Sunday, May 19, 2019 

See our prayer request    
insert for the most current 
prayer list.  Please contact 
the office for updates, 
changes, and/or deletions. 

 
Family News 

 
Family Matters 

Sermon Topics Today  

Sunday Morning:  

Getting to Know Rabbi Jesus 
Lesson #1 Taking a Fresh Look at Jesus 

 

Sunday Night:   

Connection Night 5 p.m. 

SERVING THE ASSEMBLY TODAY: 
Serve @ Table:  

Bruce McQuaig, Colby Coleman 
Joe Croteau, Casey Owens 

Kevin Gillispie, Zach Shannon 
Joshua Brackney 

Opening Prayer: Ray Buttrey 
Preside at Table:  David Tiller 

Greeters: Mark & Sammie French 
Nursery: E Griffin & S Estes 

Security:  R Weldon & P Ramsey 

Elders  

Mark Brackney Ph:   622-0376 
Leland Price Ph:   925-4424 
Danny Rider Ph:   705-9713 
Wayne Shannon  Ph:   742-0517 
Gregg Summers Ph:   223-4515 
 

Deacons  
Jay Estes - Helping Hands Ministry 
Jason McDougal - YPYF/Vacation Bible School 
Bud Norris - Worship Participants 
Charles Owens - Bldg & Grounds/Security/Treasurer 
Keith Tatum - Education/Picture Board/Family Camp 
Ronnie Weldon - Attendance/Communion Prep/Bldg 
 

Minister:         Mark Brackney Ph:   523-1764 
 

Secretaries:   Becky Johnson Jennifer Tatum 
 

Missionaries:   Tom & Angie Langley - WEI 

                   Tommy Drinnen - Hope Central 

 
 
 
 

   BIRTHDAYS  

 
 
 
 
 

   May   21 Camille Rider 
   May   22 Kim Jones 
   May   24 Ronnie Weldon 
   May   24 Andrew James 
   May   25 Laura Owens 
   May   26 Tom Drinnen 

 

Happy Birthday!! 

 

 

 

 

Please take a moment to pick 
up a card (or two) to mail this 
week from the Caring Cards 
Ministry Table 

---------------------------------------- 
Optional children’s worship… 

Is available for ages 3 to 8 during morning 
worship.  Children will be dismissed     

before the 
sermon.  Please 
pick up your child 

after worship 

Deborah Reagan 

and 

Danny Davis 

Wedding 

Arlington Church of Christ 

Friday, June 7, 4 p.m. 

All are invited 
 
 
 

Knoxville Teen 
Work Camp,  
Sunday night, 

June 2  
thru  

Thursday, June 6.   
Please sign-up and register on-line. 

--------------------------------------- 

 
 
 

 
...for our Vacation Bible 

School… 
 

Super Heroes of 
the Bible 

 

June 16-19 
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 

 
 

 
Coming Up... 


