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Elders  
Mark Brackney Ph:   622-0376 
Leland Price Ph:   925-4424 
Danny Rider Ph:   705-9713 
Wayne Shannon  Ph:   742-0517 
Gregg Summers Ph:   223-4515 
 
Deacons  
Jason McDougal -YPYF/Vacation Bible School 
Bud Norris - Worship Participants 
Keith Tatum - Education/Picture Board/ 

Family Camp 
Ronnie Weldon - Attendance/Building/ 

Communion Preparations 
 
Minister:     Mark Brackney    

 Ph:   523-1764 
Associate Minister: Tommy Drinnen 
 
Secretaries:    Becky Johnson  

Jennifer Tatum 
 
Missionaries:  Tom & Angie Langley - WEI 

Mark’s Minutes  A Growing Faith         

     In John 4:43-54, we read about the second of seven miraculous signs Jesus performs in 
John’s gospel.  This sign is the healing of an official’s son who appears to be an official in 
Herod’s court.  He was a man of power and influence.  He also had great wealth.  He no doubt 
had consulted all of the best doctors around, but nothing helped.  His son was dying and he 
had to watch helplessly as the life drained from him.   
     I can’t help but think of COVID-19.  To see the pictures of so many on ventilators fighting 
for their lives is hard to watch.  Many of those dying is the aged who have underlying health 
issues.  But some whom have died are children.  I suppose in the history of the world, one of 
the most difficult things to watch or observe is a dying child.  For a parent to have to endure 
this horrible sight is almost beyond comprehension. 
     It seems as if children have a sense of immortality about them.  They can fall from slides 
and trees and walk away without a whimper that would kill anyone over forty.  But that is not 
always the case.  On the outside this official may have looked composed, but on the inside, it 
was a different story.  In the ancient world and even not so distant past of our own nation, 
many children never graduated from childhood.  Just look at the gravestones in an old 
cemetery.  Little children lay buried all over the place.  Sickness was the chief enemy.   
     The royal official fears the worse but he has one more option.  He has heard of Jesus, and 
he was now in Cana for the second time.  The first time there was a wedding and a miracle 
took place of water to wine. Perhaps another miracle is waiting for his son.  So, the royal 
official makes the 20-mile uphill trek from Capernaum to see if Jesus could help.  In all humility 
he begs repeatedly for Jesus to come heal his son.  Jesus performed miracles to take people 
to new levels of faith, but many people were missing his real identity.  The royal official 
thought that if Jesus could work his magic, his son could be healed.  If Jesus would just come 
with him to Capernaum, everything would be just fine.  Even today, many are looking for signs 
and miracles to confirm their faith, but they may be missing the intent of the signs.  Jesus does 
heal the man’s son, but his purpose was not just to extend the boy’s days on earth.  It was to 
build faith. 
     Jesus says, “Go back home.  Your son will live.”  Jesus gives a partial grant to the request.  
He claims to heal the son, but he chooses not to go with him to perform the miracle.  In other 
words, there was no sign to confirm the healing.  The only thing he gave the man was his 
word.  Jesus is wanting to take this man to a higher faith.  The man takes Jesus at his word 
and departs even though this would be the first miracle Jesus does at a distance.  He 
believes.  Faith is able to see the unseen (Hebrews 11:1).  Jesus heals the boy.  What we 
discover here is that Jesus has power over time and space.  He is not bounded.  What he 
speaks happens, for he is the Word of God (John 1:14). 
    Where is your faith in this midst of this global pandemic?  Some of us may be experiencing 
emotions similar to the official.  You might have a sense of closing darkness or a feeling of 
futility in your life.  Don’t give up.  Turn to God in faith, for he can meet your need.   

 Mark 
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Family Matters Family News 

 

Join us for our 
Sunday night and Wednesday night Bible 
studies via Zoom.  See one of the elders 
for details. 
              ---------------------------------- 
 

 

The elders have been praying and 
discussing what we need to do in light of the 
growing number of Covid cases not only in 
our community, but now in our church 
family.  We have decided through January to 
go to a live-stream worship format only.  We 
believe this is the responsible thing to do as 
much as we want to be personally together. 
We will have a small group at the building at 
10:30 a.m. to help aid with the live-
stream.  This will also allow any visitors or 
members who don't get the word to be able 
to join in on worship in a small group setting 
at the building. The Lord willing, Sunday, 
Feb. 7, we will be back together.  Let's keep 
praying and encouraging each other through 
calls, emails, cards, and social media 
posts.  If you need help with learning how to 
join our live-stream, please let me 
know.  You have two options: you can watch 
at our Arlington Friends Face Book page or 
on YouTube.  Once you go to YouTube, 
search for Arlington Church of Christ and hit 
the subscribe button.  It is super easy and 
anyone (your friends and family) can 
watch.  The Arlington Face Book page is a 
closed group so the easiest way for people 
to watch is by going to YouTube. 

 

 

Happy Birthday!! 
 

   Jan   25 Everette Monroe 
   Jan   26 Judy Box 
   Jan   26 Cathy Norris 
   Jan   27 Margaret Tipton 
   Jan   27 Meredith Norris 
   Jan   28 Susan Collins 

 
 

 If you desire a copy of your 
financial donations for tax 
purposes, please let Ada 

Shannon know 865-742-0507 
adashannon@hotmail.com 

 

 

Arlington Family: 
Clovis Taylor is at home recovering from  
   extensive dental work 
Glenda Thompson will begin treatment 
in the next couple of weeks 
Bill Elliott is recovering from COVID-19 
John & Laura Burka 
Rick Case 
Ben Cavin 
Tina Childress 
Joe Croteau 
Danny & Deborah Davis 
Tom Drinnen  
Laurie Duncan  
Mark & Sammie French 
John Hoff 
Becky Johnson 
Heather Percell 
Marge Percell 
Danny Rider 
Terri Trent 
Shirley Waggoner 
Missionaries: 
Tom & Angie Langley 
Shut Ins: 
Rosaline Davis             Katheryn Norman 
Lynda Elliott             Dan Trent 
Doris Hightower             
 

Friends and Family: 
Our sympathy is extended to Stan Johnson  
   and the Colones family as they mourn  
   the passing of Deb Colones and Aleta  
   Esau as she mourns the death of her  
   sister 
Caroline Stanton-Hill’s sister, Stella  
   Cypers, is having major stomach issues  
   and her brother-in-law, Denny Cypers,  
   has COVID 

Hoyt Box’s cousin, Amy Coleman, has  
   been diagnosed with recurring Non- 
   Hodgkins Lymphoma 
Jerry Brackney has been diagnosed with  
   Parkinson’s disease 
Kathy Campbell’s daughter, son-in-law,  
   and grandson are sick with COVID.  And  
   her son-in-law’s mom, Carolyn Boles, is  
   in the hospital with COVID complications 
Former member, Faye Sasser, is in the  
   hospital in Nashville with a heart issue 
Cathy Gilliams’ sister, Teresa Sparks, has  
   pneumonia 
Ada Shannon's sister, Shorty, is home  
   recovering from pneumonia. Her  
   husband, Poke, is recovering but still is  
   fatigued and coughing.  Ada's sister-in- 
   law, Nancy, who lives in KY, is still home  
   and struggling to get her health back  
   from COVID. And Ada’s brother-in-law,  
   Bob Palte, has COVID  
Sue Childers is continuing to have ongoing  
   health problems 
Tracy Case is battling diabetic retinopathy   

 

Please update 
Mike Petrey’s 

phone number: 
865-214-2240 

mailto:adashannon@hotmail.com

